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PAR N ar b delightful Seaſon of the 
Lear, when Nature throws 
forth all her Hoard of Charms, 
and puts to ſhame the weak 
Etorts of Art; fix Perſons uni- 
ted by their Underſtandings and 


Inclinatient and poſſeſſing every thing requiſite 


to ſet them above the Vulgar World, tire'd 


with the Tumult of a noiſy Town, made a 


A 


Party to go and {ft themſelves up for ſome 
time in a Country Houſe. The innocent De- 


- licacies of a rural Scene ſeem'd indeed moit 
proper for the Purity of their Pleaſures, and 
"TW | 


pro- 


„ 
promiſed an additional Inſpiration to the Pro- 
ductions of their Wit. The ſame Deſire 
reigning throughout this Amiable Society, no 
difficulty retarded the Effect; the De 
executed almoſt as ſoon as form'd. _ 

THE Company was compoſed of two 


Men and four Ladies: but, good God! how 
impoſſible is it to do juſtice to their Cha- 


racters! Thelamont and his admir'd Urania, 


Orophanes and his charming Felicia, could be 


equal'd only by each other: And indeed the 
Parity of their Diſpoſitions, and Sympathy of 


Soul ſeem'd to prognoſticate that Heaven had 


ordain'd theſe two incomparable Pairs to be 


united by Bands ſacred and indiſſoluble. The 


Expectations of a Happineſs to which they all 


aſpired, was not attended with any of thoſe 


tumultuous Impatiences which we behold in 
ordinary Paſſions, and which deform the 
Deity of tender Wiſhes, and render his In- 
fluence contemptible. They lov'd, tis true, 
but without Extravagance: Modeſty and Vir- 


tue governing their Minds, govern'd alſo 


their Actions. Thelamont, with the moſt hum= 


ble Reſpect, waited” the bliſsful Hour which 
was to join his Deſtiny with that of the ados 
rable Urania A and Orophanes, too full of Ho- N 


nour to ſeek any other Method, endeayour'd 
to employ the time due to compleat his Mar- 
riage with Felicia, in every thing which a 


pure and noble Paſſion could inſpire to pleaſe 


her. | 1 
THE Objects of ſuch ſublime Affections 


ought not to loſe their Merit, and 'tis praiſe. 
enough to ſay, that they gave birth to Loves, 


which are the Wonder of the preſent Age, 
EL. | and 


ſign was 
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(3) 
and may ſerve as Examples to ſucceeding 
ones. | | 
THELAMONT, to a Mind prudent and 
delicate, had a Greatneſs of Soul and a ſu- 
perior Loſtineſs of Thought, which gave an 
inimitable Elegance to all his Words and 
Actions. Orophanes had Wit and Learning; 
and tho' it differ'd from that of Thelamont, 
yet as their Principles were the ſame, the 
Diverſity of their Sentiments only occaſion'd 
little Diſputes, which ſerv'd to make con- 
ſpicuous their ſeveral Excellencies, and gave 
a new Life to Converſation. Urania and Fe- 
licia had all the reaſon in the world to expect 
Happineſs with Men who had ſuch exalted 
Spirits, temper'd with the {ſweeteſt and moſt 
affable Diſpoſitions ; nor was their Diſcern- 
ment in the Choice they made of female 
Friends, leſs to be admir'd than in thoſe de- 
ſign'd for Husbands : Camilla and Florinda, 
who from the Number of their Acquaintance 
were ſelected to be of this Party, yielded in 
Merit to nobody but Urania and Felicia. 
THESE ſix Perſons, ſuch as J have at- 
tempted to ſpeak them, ſet out together on 
their little Journey, and in a ſhort time ar- 
riv'd at the Retirement, deſign'd to afford a 
perfect Tranquillity : The Houſe belong'd to 
Urania, who thinking true Happineſs con- 
ſiſted in having what was moſt Uſeful adorn'd 
with native Simplicity, had not beautify'd 
her Country-Seat with any Subtilties of Art, 
but only as it were aſſiſting Nature had made 
it the moſt delicious Retreat that ever was. 
A great and famous River form'd the Canal 
of her Garden, 4 2 Which lay a rich 
„ 


Cham- 
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mn 
Champaign Country, water'd by ſeveral little 
Streams. A Wood ſhady, thick, and kept in 


good order, fill'd with Walks cool and ſoli- 


tary, ſhelter'd one part of this agreeable 


Manſion, both from the rough Aſſaults of 
wintry Boreas, or Summer's ſcorching Heats. 


Thro' thoſe high-arch'd Meanders and re- 


freſning Groves, you might for ever wander 


unprejudiced, uninterrupted, either by Sun, 
or Wind, or Rain: Here, ſafe from Injuries, 


of almoſt every kind, you might move ſtately 


on, or lie reclined, indulging Contemplation, 
while all beſide was Hurry and Confuſion. 
A Parterre, graced with the {ſweeteſt and 
moſt beautiful Flowers, charm'd the Begin- 


ning and the End of Day. An Orchard and 


Kitchin-Garden, furniſh'd with-all that might 
delight the Taſte, compoſed part of the Uſeful ; 
and a Court-Yard, ſtored with thoſe things 


moſt requiſite for Life, compleated it. The 
Proſpect on every ſide different, and always 


happily bounded, preſented to the greedy Eye 
a vaſt Variety of untaſted Pleaſures, which 
were ſor ever growing, for ever new. The 
Houſe of itſelf was neither wildly great, nor 
diminutively ſmall ; but commodious beyond 
expreſſion : It offer'd not to View a piece of 


pompous Architecture, nor was it furniſh'd | 


with more Sumptuouſneſs than it was built; 
the Magnificence conſiſting only in the Neat- 


neſs, Pleaſure, and Convenience of it. A 
noble Hall open'd to four Apartments, each 


ot which being double, made eight ; the Doors 


being ſo contriv'd, that they might be ſepa- 


rate or together, afforded vacant Rooms for 
any whoſe Viſits ſhould be approved by this 
SE OS = | IIluſtrious 
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T5) 
Illaftrious Company. In fine, if there was 
nothing ſuperfluous in this beautiful Receſs, the 
moſt difficultly pleas'd muſt acknowledge there 
URANIA paid the Civilities of her Houſe 
in ſuch a manner, as convinc'd her Friends of 
the pleaſure ſhe took in receiving them: And 
tho” Thelamont had been there ſeveral times be- 
fore, yet the pleaſure of ſeeing it free, and 


without conſtraint, made him with more at- 
tention remark the Beautys; and as nothing 
was capable of aftording him ſo much ſatiſ- 


faction as that which might be an Improve- 
ment of the Mind, he took notice with an 
infinity of joy that what Urania had taken the 
greateſt care in ſetting out, was a handſome 


large Cloſet, fill'd from the bottom to the top 


with Shelves, richly lined and ſupported, and 
yet more graced with Books, the ſcarceft, 


moſt neceſſary, and beſt choſen : He expreſs'd 


his Contentment by a Look lively and pene- 
trating, which meeting with a Return from 


Uxania, fill d her whole Soul with that unde- 


{cribable Rapture which we feel in an oppor- 
tunity of pleaſing what we love. You ſee 
(ſaid ſhe, with a becoming Smile) the advantage 


which accrues from the having illuſtrious 
Friends! The Defire we have of making our- 


{elves worthy of them, inſpires us with a 


generous Emulation, which leads us to praiſe- 


worthy Actions. Il ſhould have thought my 


Houſe entirely unfurniſh'd, if I had not fill'd 


part of it with what might agreeably em- 
ploy the Perſons I efteem. You honour your 
own Choice in what you ſay, reply'd Felicia; 


but notwithſtanding that it's the Exceſs of 


your 


(6) 


your Good-Brecding which has made you 


addreſs ſo obliging a Diſcourſe to the Com- 
pany in general, yet I dare venture to aſſure 

ou jn the name of us all, that we without 
pain will yield the honour of it to him who is 
the real Inſpirer of it. We have too great a 
value for his Wit, and the other ſhining Or- 
naments of his Character (continued ſhe, Took 
ing on Thelamont) to be ignorant that the 
Sentiments and Condition of his Heart merit 
all the Attention of yours. I did not expe& 


(anfwer'd Thelamont bowing) to have received 
a Compliment for that which is only due to 


the Excellence of Urania's Genius: the Eſteem 
J have for it, made me expreſs the pleaſure I 
take in ſeeing it always tend to that which 1s 
Solid: And as Reading is, according to my 


opinion, a neceſſary Nouriſhmnent to the Soul, 


I could not help looking on this Cloſet as the 
moſt beautiful and uſeful part of the Houſe, 
and the moſt worthy of her who inhabits it. 
However that be (aid Urania) twill help 


us to paſs away the time we have agreed to 


tarry here When our Converſation begins 
to languiſn, hither we'll repair for aſſiſtance. 
Jam perſuaded (cry d Orophancs) that it 
will be a long time before our Curioſity will 
be gratify d with what this Repoſitory of Wit 
and Learning contains, if we ſtay till we 
ceaſe giving attention to what you ſay—— 

Therefore my advice 1s, that we lay ourſelves 
under a Law to come and ſpend two hours 
here every day, and that all in a mutual ſi- 
lence take up what Book ſhall pleaſe us beſt, 


and then communicating the-. Subjects we have 
been reading, make either a Diflertation or 
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(7) 

a Criticiſm—to dedicate this place to the 
Actions great, or gallant, which theſe Books 
or our Memories ſhall furniſh us with. I 
| approve of the Deſign (ſaid Camilla, with. an 
amiable Sprightlineſs) all but what relates to 
the Silence As I ſhall be the firſt to 
break it, I ſhall be glad to prevent a Law be- 
ing made, which I am well aſſur'd is not in 
my power to obſerve : When I am in a rap- 
ture with ſome beautiful Paſſage, I muſt im- 
mediately ſpeax I muſt repeat it aloud— 
and point out the Beauties of it with an Ear- 
neſtneſs (with which I am ſometimes re- 
proach'd ;) if I were to be debarr'd of this 
lo great a pleaſure, I ſhould grow ſtupid. 
THE Company laugh'd hearrily at this 
little Sally of Camilla's Wit, and to fatisfy 
her, as well as not to deprive themſelves of 
the pleaſure of. hearing her ſpeak, forbore 
the Inftitution of the Law they had intended 
to impoſe on themſelves. After which, they 
agreed to divide the Day into three parts : 
'The Morning was appointed for the Ladies 
to paſs as they thought proper ; from Dinner 
they were to repair to the Learned Cloſer, as 
being too warm for walking; and the reſt of 
the Day till Supper was to be employ d either 
in telling ſome Story, or making their ſeveral 
Remarks on ſuch new Pieces as were pub- 
liſn'd either in Verſe or Proſe. Supper end- 
ed, they were to refreſh their Minds with an 
entire Liberty of following their own Inclina- 
tions. Urania approv'd of this Regulation, 
only deſired her Friends would agree not to 
oblige thoſe, who might happen to viſit her, 


to be ſubject to their Laws; all the World, 
3 added 


(9) 
added ſhe, not being of a humour to ſpend 
their time as we do. 8 f 
i: THIS being complied with, they left the 
Cloſet, to view thoſe Parts of the Houſe 
which yet they had not ſeen ; which, not- 
withſtanding its Smallneſs, for a Woman of 
Urania's Eſtate and Birth, was ſo well ma- 
naged, ſo compact and regular, that one could 
not be tired with admiring it. Camilla and 
#loriada being unwilling to ſeparate, deſired 
they might be lodg'd in one Apartment ; The- 
lamont and Orophanes did the ſame; and Urania 


never parting irom her dear Felicia, would 


needs have her take ſhare of hers: So that by 
this means there fill remain'd more Rooms 
_ Urania could poſſibly expect Company to 
THESE little Employments having taken 
them up till Dinner-time, they fat down to 
Table, which was ſerv'd according to the 
Syſtem Urania had form'd for her Oeconomy; 
that is to ſay, without Profuſion, but with a 
Neatneſs and Delicacy preferable to Magni- 
ficence. This, the neceſſary, but leaſt plea- 
ſing Requilite of Life, over; they reſoly'd to 

begin what they had deſign'd, by retiring 
into the Cloſet: and each of them having 
taken a Book moſt ſuitable to their Taſte, or 
the Situation of their Mind, a Silence un- 
enjoin'd reign'd for ſome time in this agree- 


able Society: But Camilla, not able to reſtrain 


the Fire of her Temper, was the firſt that 
broke it, by crying out, Here's a Paſſage in 
the Hiſtory of Cyrus that charms me above 
all things I have ever read. I place that 


great Prince above Alexander, who, notwith- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding his excellent Qualities, has always 
given way to his Paſſions without regard co 


his Glory, or the Immortality that he aſpir'd 
to; but Xexophon paints Cyrus ſuch as all great 
Men ought to be: This Hero, always a War- 
rior, always a Conqueror, has never ceas'd 
being wiſe, his Conqueſts have not authoriz'd 


his Weakneſſes: Abſolute Matter of innume- 


rable Nations, he has not thought himſelf per- 
mitted to do a cruel or an unjuſt thing, more 
than the meaneſt of his Subjects. This Prince, 
whoſe Virtue equal'd his Valour, after having 
ſubdued the moſt warlike Nations, having done 
enough to aſſure his Glory, is inform'd that 


the moſt beautiful Princeſs in the world, the 
virtuous Panthea, is his Priſoner ; he refutes 
to ſee her, orders her to be ſerv'd with all 
the Honours due to her Rank and Merit, 


without once venturing to expoſe his Heart 
to her Looks, for fear of being conquer'd by 
a Paſſion which might influence him to ſome- 
thing unworthy of that Character he had ran 


thro ſo many dangers to obtain. I'm con- 
vinc'd that if Panthea had borne the ſame Re- 
putation as Thaleſtris or Cleopatra did, this 


great Prince would not have dreaded an In- 
terview ; his Virtue would have been a ſuffi- 
cient guard againſt the Power of Beauty alone: 
but the Prudence of Panthea being more to be 
3 . . 
fear'd by him than her exterior Charms, he 


ought to imagine as he did, that the know- 


ledge of that would be the Loadſtone to at- 


tract his Soul; it being almoſt unavoidable, 
but that the moſt Virtuous of Men ſhould be 


charm'd with the moſt Virtuous of omen. 


. THE 
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THE Remark of Camila is very juſt, ſaid 
Thelamont ; and I believe to know Men 


well, one ought rather to judge of em by 
the Inadvertencies they avoid falling into, 
than by the great Actions they have done—— 


Love, Hatred, Avarice, or Ambition, may 
ſometimes hurry us on to wonderful Under- 


takings for the e of our De- 
ſires; yet are thoſe Perſons, thus inſpir'd, 
more ignoble in their Sentiments, than the 


poor Cottage Hind, that has no farther pro- 
mo than his Sheep-hook.——The moſt cruel 


yrants have not been without ſome Virtues, 
but when from what would incline us to be 
vicious we extract an exalted Wiſdom, tis 


then, with juſtice, we acquire the Name of 


Great. The Monarch you have been ſpeaking 
of, would have bcen far leſs blameable in 


loving Panthea, than Alexander was in giving 
way to the Violence of his Temper, when in 


his Wine he murder'd Clyzus. But I think we 
1ced not trace Hiſtory for an Example of this 
Grandeur of the Mind. A Prince of our 


own Time may be ſaid to excel, in Modera- 
tion, all who have gone before him, and 


eclipſes the Memory either of Cyrus or Alex- 
ander, by one ſingle Action. This Prince 
having feaſted his whele Court, and drank 
enough to make him do ſomething beneath 


the Royal Dignity, in the Morning remem- 


bring it, was ſo angry with himſelf, that 
aſſembling the fame Perſons, he made an 
Oath in their preſence, never more to taſte a 
Liquor which might, tho' but for a moment, 


place him in the ſame, rank with common 
Men. This (added Thelamont) is alone to 
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than the contrary. h 
talk of that Letter, ( Jaid Camilla) and accor- 


Na 


be term'd real Virtue, to know our Failings, 


and to mend them, when we have the power 


to perſiſt in em with impunity ; this is to be 
truly Wiſe, and we may hope for every thin 
from a Prince, who thinks and acts in this 
manner. | 8 | 

?TFIS true, (reply d Florinda) but I won't 
allow that Love, when jultly place'd, is a 
Defect in a Great Man; it don't ſeem to me, 
that to be a Hero, and at the ſame time con- 


ſcious of that tender Paſſion, are incompati- 


ble. No, doubtleſs, (/i Felicia) bur 
then to make theſe two Titles of Hero and 
Lover agree, the Perſon mult love in the man- 


ner Urania dire&ts——lIt ſhe will oblige us ſo. 
far as to read the Copy of that Letter ſhe 


writ to Beliſa on that Subject, you will be 


_convinc'd that Love may be a Companion ſor 
| Indeed, (anſwer'd 
that Lady) you are going to expoſe me to a 


the moſt exalted Virtue. 


ſevere Criticiſm ; and I have good reaſon to 
fear, that what your Friendſhip alledges in 
my favour, will rather turn to my confuſion 
I have heard much 


ding to all appearances 1t 1s well worthy our 
attention. For my part, (added Oropha- 
nes) I was preſent at the Converſation which 
occaſion'd it, and ſhall hear it read with a 
vaſt deal of jatisfaction. I am intirely ig- 


norant of it, (/aid Thelamont) and am very 
much touch'd at the Unconcern of Urania, 
_ which has hitherto prevented her from letting 
me know her Thoughts on a Paſſion which 
| the ſo well knows how to inſpire. You 


were abſent, (reply d fhe, ſmiling) and I had 
; | C 2 Ws | 
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ſo many things to ſay to you at your return, 


that I could not find in my heart to interrupt 
win tor a matter of. ſo little conſequence. 
ou have obligingly excus'd yourſelf, ( ſaid 


Floriada) but you ſhall ſubmit to the Law; 
and ſince the Sun gives us leave to enjoy the 


pleaſure of your Gardens, my opinion is, 


that we go to the Banks of that beautiful Ri- 
ver, the proſpect of which is ſo enchanting to 


my Eyes, that its refreſhing Coolneſs, join'd 


to Urania's Diſcourſe, may make our Plea- 


{ure compleat. 


EL: the Company approv'd of Florinda's 
Advice; they repair 'd to the Water-ſide, 


where Lrania having caus'd Seats to be 
brought, every body place'd- themſeives, and 


by the ſilence they kept, ſhow'd the deſire 


they had to hear her z when {ſhe began thus : 
Before I read the Letter (aid ſhe) which we 
have been talking about, I ought to let you 
know that Felicia and myſelf were invited to 
ſpend a Fortnight at Beliſa's: As ſhe is a 


„ 


but at our arrival were inform'd, an Affair 
of the higheſt importance had call'd her ſud- 
denly into the Country, but that ſhe had de- 
fired we would not deprive Julia, her Niece, 
of our Company, ſince ſhe had left her on 
purpole to receive us. Julia is one of the 
moſt engaging young Ladies on earth, and has 


a very fine Underſtanding; ſo that we made 
no difficulty of complying with Beliſa's re- 


queſt, having friendſhip enough for Julia, to 
have taken that Journey on her account only. 


Fhe fail'd not to welcome us with all her 


Charms ; 


Perſon extremely worthy our Efteem, the 
Party was very agreeable to us. We went, 
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Charms; and as ſhe is not only generally ad- 
mir'd, but has alſo an excellent Taſte in her 
Converſation, we found good Company of 
both Sexes with her: The next day it was in- 
creas'd by the coming of Damon and Oropha- 
nes (I believe you know Damon, and that 
his Character has not eſcape d you.) No, 
doubtleſs (anſwer'd Camilla) he is one of 


| thoſe who deceive us: He talks as if he had 


Wit, and really has it on ſome particular Sub- 


jects; but when we enter into him, we im- 


mediately find we have been in an error, and 


that it is to his opinion being always contrary 


to that of other People, and to the violent 
manner in which he enforces his Arguments, 
that he owes the Attention which is ſometimes 
given him. This Damon, (reſumed Urania) 
AS you deſcrihe him, Mrs the occaſion of 4 


very warm Debate among us; of which ſome 


of the Company having inform'd Beliſa, ſhe 
ſent me word that to make her ſome amends. 
for her not being able to partake in our A- 
muſements, I muſt write her word for word 


the diſpute I had with Damon On the other 


hand, being ſollicited by Orophanes and Felicia, 


who were afraid, as they ſaid, of forgetting 


the greateſt part of what I had urg'd, I 
found myſelf obliged to make a ſort of a Work 
of a Diſcourſe that J had thought little wor- 
thy of their remembrance. Ihis is it (added 


| ſhe) and I wiſh the Tediouſneſs of it may 


not make you repent of your Curiolity. 


Letter 


(14) 


Letter by way of Diſſertation on Loco. 
. 


y Ye U will oblige me, engaging Beliſa, to 
E . 


put down in writing what I ſaid the 
* other day at your Houſe in the behalf of 


Love: Your extraordinary Virtue gives 
great weight to the Argument I have pre- 


* ſumed to maintain, ſince I am ſure you'll 
* own you ſhould have lov'd with greater 
* Tenderneſs than any one, cou'd you have 
found an Object worthy of an Affection ſuch 
das yours would have been; this is enough 


for me to gain the Victory over my Adver- 


*lary. I maintain then, with more Autho- 


Lrity than ever, that the Poete have deſcribed. 


© Love as a God, * to give us an 
allow indeed, that it 


betokens an abſolute Power, but I cannot 


© Tdea of his Purity : 


© agree that the Dominion of that God is ca- 


© pable of perverting Virtue into Vice, ſince 
© I place the Merit of Love in the very con- 
<trary to ſuch a Metamorphoſis. 


Accor- 
ding to my Notions of that Paſſion, it is 
more apt to refine our Morats than corrupt 
© them; this is what I ſhall demonſtrate to 
© you, in the Sequel of chat Controverſy you 
* command me to relate. Orophanes having 
began a Diſcourſe on the Corruption of the 
Age, and the little care thoſe Perſons, whoſe 


© buſineſs it is, take to reform it; Damon as 
© much a Brute in his Inclinations as Under- 


© ſtanding, preſently accuſed Love as the ſole 


* Cauſe of the various Irregularities common 
5 among 


0. 


| 5) - 
* among Mankind : 'That Paſſion, ſaid he, de- 
© troys Converſation, is the Bane of all So- 
* ciety, poiſons the Soul, and quite debilitates 
© the nobler Faculties ; when once a Heart is 


© poſſeſs'd of it, one does nothing but with 


© the 


: 3 one makes no ſcruple of violating all 
*all Labs both human and divine, and I com- 


pare a Man in love to a Beaſt both ſtupid 
* and voracious. O horrid ! (yd I, unable 


© fo contain myſelf) what a Monſter do you 
make of the tendereſt and nobleſt of all the 
* Paſſions! Are we to impute the Diſorders 
* of a vicious Appetite to Love? All Men 


Lare born to be what they are; we every 


day ſee that the ſevereſt Education, and 
moſt virtuous Examples, cannot reform a 
Mind propenſe to III; we perceive the little 


: we makes in Wiſdom, from its ten- 
c 


ereſt Infancy ; and when it comes to be its 
* own mafter, by its Actions diſcovers what 
* only the Fear of Reproof had made it hide. 
This is the ground of Vice, and if ſuch a 


© Mind be inflame'd with Love, that Paſ- 
* fion will indeed become the Monſter which 


Damon has juſt now deſcribed. It is not 


© therefore Love which leads to Vice, but the 
* Soul's firſt Tendency to Vice corrupts the 


* Gueſt it entertains. On the contrary, a 
© Perſon born with a natural Diſpoſition to 
* Virtue, will improve his Education and Ex- 
* amples ; and when ſubdued by Love, it but 


* ſtrengthens the Principles he before adhere'd 
He ſeeks to pleaſe the darling Object 


5 


to 
* only by methods which Juſtice teaches him, 


Love truſts him with his Torch only to en- 


lighten 


es of Affinity and Nature, deſpiſes 
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© lighten and make more conſpicuous the No- 


g bleneſs of his Genius: Diſſimulation, Self- 
intereſt, and Envy, are unknown to him.— 
A noble Love, (continu'd I) is ſo far from 
deſtroying Society, that it renders Conver- 
ſation more agreeable, it ſweetens the rough- 
_ eſt Temper, enlightens the dulleſt Mind, and 
finds ways to ſoften the moſt ſavage Soul: 
* without Love the World had ftill remain'd in 
Chaos, twas Love alone rais'd it from thence, 


and it is Love alone preſerves it from return- 


ing to it again. How then can a Paſſion ſo 


8 neceſſary to the Conſiſtency of the whole U- 


* niverſe be accuſed of the Diſorders of the 
* Manners ?!—Damou without doubt con- 
founds Luft with Love; the firſt leads Men 


into the moſt enormous Crimes, the other 


frequently brings em nt. Haw often have 


© we ſeen Men, whom Time, Opportunity, 


* and ill Company have drawn into the moſt 
* pernicious Pleaſures, and who abandoning 
* themſelves to the Fury they are poſſeſs d 


© with, fly from Objects to Objects without 
© Choice or Reflection, on a. ſudden quit all 


© this for Love Had they more Vices, all 


© would vaniſh at fight of that Charmer, which 


© Wiſdom throws in their way, as a Bank 
neceſſary to oppoſe the Impetuoſity of their 
* Libertine, Tempers— ——— They look back 
* on their paſt Conduct with ſhame, and the 
noble Ambition of rendring themſelves Wor- 

thy of what they love, gives them at the 
* ſame time that of burying in oblivion the 
Debaucheries in which they have been 
*plung'd ; this is the Power of True Love : 


all that is ſubſervient to the Government of 
"_M | ; 


7 
© the Senſes is not Love, but Lat. the Im- 
mortal Being has done nothing for us but 
© thro' Love ! Friendſhip, which unites Man- 
© kind, is Love; it changes its Name only by 
© the Difference of Sexes; but then, as I 
© have ſaid before, it muſt not be the Senſes 
© which direct Love, but Love the Senſes. 
* When I ſpeak of Men, I mean Mankind in 
: — ; ſo that the weak and timorous 


Sex is comprehended in my Diſcourſe, and 


will add another Argument to thoſe I have 
Cc 3 . » 
already ventured to urge, by their being 
l obliged conſtantly to ſtudy the Laws of Vir- 
tue. Let a young Virgin brought up in 


C N 
Innocence, be ever ſo much charm'd with 


the Merit of the Man, Heaven has deſign'd 


b her, you'll ſee her reſiſt her Paſſion as fre- 


nuoufly as poſſible, but Fear and Baſhfulneſs 


ä are the only Motives of ſuch a Combat 
She is ignorant of what Sin is, therefore 


her Heart cannot revolt againſt that which 
0 * . 

ſhe knows nothing of; ſhe withſtands the 
© Progreſs of her Paſſion only thro' a Preju- 


dice of Education, which is call'd Modeſty— 


; but ler her be once united to him in a law- 
. ful manner, her Paſſion throws off all Diſ- 
guiſe, ſhe owns ſhe loves, owns it without 
* bluſhing, avows her Flame, nay glories in the 

* Confeſſion. Can ſuch an Alteration happen 
in Vice? does any one boaſt of a Crime 
* they have been guilty of ? no ſare : Yet this 


Woman, bred. up in the ſtricteſt Virtue, 


can ſay, I love the Man who is become my 
* Husband. Therefore Love in itſelf is vir- 
© tuous ; for if it were a Crime, *twould be 
* ſo always, nor cou'd a Ceremony, only in- 


D *ftituted 


(ol) 


© ſtituted to reſtrain Mankind, take off of its 


* Deformity. If our Intemperance diſ- 
* figures the native Innocence of the God, 
tis our fault, not his; the Doctrine corrupts 
* not the Diſciple, but the Manners of the 
© Diſciple often ſhames the Doctrine: Heaven 
is not to be blame'd for our Suu, neither is 
Love for our Extravagancies——it has made 


| © Heroes of thoſe who before were Tyrants : 
Land of all the Paſſions tis the only one 


» 


* 
. 


* which is compatible with Wiſdom : the 
Heart is made to be engaged, but then it 
* ought to be with the Love F have been de- 
* {cribing ; that which Damon has been ſpeak- 
ing of, being only the Irregularity of Na- 
ture, which by the affiſtance of Reaſon may 
be overcome. Thus, wiſe Beliſa, I finiſh't 
my Diſcourſe, che length of which I was 
© afraid had tir'd the Company; but Oropha- 
* zes, whoſe Morals render him well worthy 
the Efteem you have for him, flatter'd me 
* agreeably, by aſſuring me in the name of 
the Company, that they were all, except 
Damon, of my opinion. Charming Julia, 
by a Prejudice of Education, did not dare 
to applaud me openly for having ſaid fo. 


much in the Praiſe of Love; but one of her 


* intelligible Looks, which ſhe ſo well knows 
* how to dart, convinc'd me of her Approba- 
tion. Damon alone continu'd in his Error, 
and let me know, that he look'd on me as 
* a Perſon whole Commerce was dangerous: 
He went away with a Diſſatisfaction which 


for ſome time diverted us; after which we 


made ſome farther Reflections on what J 
hack been talking about, and then parted, 
3 very. 
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very much regretting your Abſence. Julia 
* undertook to write you our Converſation, 
*and as I did not expe& you would have de- 
*ſired to have known it from me, took no 
further care, than to aſſure you that nobody 
has more Impatience to ſee you, than 


Your moſt Faithful 


URANIA. 


URANIA had ſcarce done reading, be- 
fore the whole Company ſeem'd to endeavour 
to outvie each other which ſhould give her 
the greateſt applauſe but Thelamont look 


ing on her with Eyes in which was writ his 


Paſſion, Indeed (ſaid he to her) you muſt own 
you have been to blame in having ſo long de- 
prived me of the Pleaſure which I have now 


ſhar'd with the Company; but however diſ- 
obliging your Diſcretion has been to me, I 


can't help ſaying, that I think Damon very 
happy in being the Occaſion of ſo polite a 


Work. That's true, (ſaid Florinda) and 


it muſt have been only a Man fo tenacious of 


his own Opinion as he 1s, who could have 
deny'd aflenting to Arguments ſo convincing. 


2 


As for me, (added Camilla) they have had 


ſuch an Effect on my Heart, that I know not 
by what Meaſures to defend it, if I were 


addreſs'd to in the manner Urania has ex- 
You very well deſerve it, (reply'd 

elicia) but it muſt - be own'd there are bur 
few Paſſions ſuch as thoſe ſhe has deſcribed, 
D 2 and 


uy © 


and that Urania has ſhow'd her Wit at the 


expence of Probability, I won't allow 
that, beautiful Felicia, ( ſaid Qrophanes) but 
will maintain, even againſt you, that there 
are ſtill Men capable of a virtuous Paſſion : 
Doubtleſs, (cry d 'Thelamont, a little warmly). 
and I can't think Urania began this Diſpute 
. without believing that there are Men ſuch as 
ſhe would wiſh 'em to be. I do not deny 


it (anſwer' d ſhe, and at the ſame time a roſy 


Bluſh ſpread itſelf all oer her lovely Face) and 


I confeſs that my own Paſſion made me ima- 


gine I had really found one capable of return- 
ing it in the ſame manner. Thelamont had 
all the ſenſe he ought to have of ſo obliging a 
Diſcourſe ; and had it not been for the Pre- 
ſence of their Friends, wou'd have thrown. 


himſelf at her feet to have thank'd her for 
the Juſtice ſhe had done him. Felicia, per- 
ceiving he had a deſire to ſpeak to her with- 


out being heard, propos'd walking, to give 
him an opportunity of pouring forth ſome 
part of thoſe tender Tranſports which it 1s 


not poſſible always for a Lover to reſtrain 
without pain Come, (aid ſhe) we mult 
not hinder Thelamont from giving his opinion 
of Urania's Work——At theſe words they all 


roſe, and the o'erjoy'd Thelamont took his 
adorable Crania by the hand, which gave the 
_— enamour'd Orophanes an opportunity 
0 


doing the ſame to Felicia, while Camilla 


and FHlorinda follow'd Arm in Arm. Thus, 
without ſeparating, every body found them- - 


{elves according to their Inclinations. I am 


the happieſt of Men, ( ſaid Thelamont to Ura- 


nia, as he led her) if what you have been ſay- 
1 . 1 


(21) 
ing has any relation to me My Deſtiny is 
moſt glorious, if I may flatter myſelf that 
you know me well enough to believe that you 
have inſpired me with all the Sentiments 
which you wou'd wiſh the Man to have, who 
declares himſelf your Lover. I aſſure you, 
(reply d Urania) that in drawing the Picture 
of a pure and perfect Paſſion, T had you a- 
lone in view the footing we're upon, leaves 
no room to diſſemble my Inclinations, my 
whole Happineſs conſiſts in the Delicacy of 


yours, and I thought I ow'd them this Ac- 
knowledgment of telling you I know the va- 


lue of a Heart of which I flatter myſelf I 
am the Miſtreſs. You ſee, Thelamont, 
(continu d fhe, more gravely than before) I ſpeak 


to you with the Confidence of a Woman who 


has given her promiſe ; but I conjure you to 
remember that the Ceremony is ſtill wanting, 
which muſt authorize my Vows ; therefore de- 
fire you will defer till then the Anſwer which 
I perceive you are about to make me.. No, 
Madam | (cry'd 'Thelamont) to how immenſe 
a height ſoever you carry my Happineſs, the 
Raptures you inſpire ſhall never exceed the 
Bounds & that reſpectful Awe which the 
Purity of my own Paſſion, and your Virtue, 


impoſes on me.——But, divine Urania (added 


he, after a little pauſe) do not till the ſolemni- 


ꝛing of that Ceremony you make me hope, 


deprive me of entertaining you with the Sen- 


timents of that Heart which you are ſo good 


to own you have ſubdued. I give you 
leave, (ſaid ſhe) when any occaſion offers 


without offence to what we owe the Compa- 
ny; and tis even now time to make the Con- 


verſation 
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verſation general. — 1 hear a Diſpute 
between Felicia and Orophanes, which makes 
me believe they want us. 


reſign'd to her Comands, they join'd Ho- 
rinda and Camilla, who were already with 
Felicia. As ſoon as that beautiful Perſon ſaw 
Urania approach, Come, I beg you (ſaid ſhe 


to her) and be Judge of a Diſpute I have had 


with Orophanes; he complains of my Indiffe- 
rence, and threatens to try if Abſence won't 


make me more ſenſible ; I maintain that that 


is the moſt improper Method he can take, 
and that if his Preſence can gain nothing on 


me, Abſence will make me forget him entire 


ly. On the contrary (yd Orophanes) 
you'll then think of the Faithfulneſs with 
which I have ſerv'd you, that remembrance 
will bring regret, regret muſt infallibly occa- 
ſion ſenſibility you'll recall me, and then 


I ſhall be the happieſt of Mankind. You 
ſuppoſe then, ( Urania, ſmiling) that you 
ſhould be regretted? My very great Paſ- 


ſion, (anſwer d he) and infinite Reſpect, aſſure 
me that Felicia, finding none of her Slaves 
more tender, or more ſubmiſſive, will be 


oblig' d to do me juſtice. Truly (aid The- 


lamont) were I not perſuaded that you ſeek 
rather to ſhow your Wit than make known 


your real Sentiments, I ſhould prodigiouſly 
condemn you for having ſuch. Can a Man, 
poſſeſs'd with a ſincere Affection, think of 


leaving the Perſon he loves > Will he hazard 
a real Bleſſing for an imaginæry one? In ſhort, 


tis an Experiment a faithful Lover can never 
Zn | make, 


Thelamont + 


ſigh'd at the Sentence, which put an end 
to his Happineſs for] that time, but always 
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make, nor indeed ought to attempt, ſince it 


argues either but a ſmall ſhare of Paſſion, or 
a a very great one of Preſumption. 


As he ended theſe words, they found 
themſelves over againſt the Houſe : As they 
were going in, a Chaiſe and fix, attended by 


two Men on horſeback, came galloping after 


them into the Court-Yard——Urana turnin 
back to receive em, was agreeably 2 
to ſee that Beliſa and Julia, of whom they 
had been talking, alight from the Chaiſe; but 
the two Cavaliers, who immediately diſ- 
mounted to lend the Ladies their hands, rais d 


the wonder of not only Urania, but of all the 


Company, nobody there knowing em; but 
in particular the youngeſt of the two attract- 
ed all their Admiration: he was tall, his 
Shape fine, graceful, and caſy, tho' rather 
inclining to fat than lean, his Eyes the love- 


leſt Blue that ever was ſeen, bright, ſpark- 


ling, but ſoften'd with a Languiſnment not 


to be deſcrib'd, not to be reſiſted ; his Noſe 


proportion'd to his other Features, a Mouth 


on which a thouſand little Loves fat ſportive, 


and ſeem'd to wanton in his Smiles ; beſides 


all this, he had a certain Air of Grandeur, 


which ſpoke him of ſuperiour Extraction, 
and of a Mind yet more exalted He led 
Beliſa, Urania ran to embrace her, who after 
ſhe had return'd thoſe marks of Kindneſs 
from her, and ſaluted the reſt of the Com- 


pany, You are without doubt ſurpriz'd, 


dear Urania, (ſaid ſhe) to ſee me take the li- 
berty of bringing to your Houſe Perſons ut- 
terly unknown to“ you; but my Friendſhip 
will ſuffer me to conceal nothing from you.— 

| 1 
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I come to communicate to you both my Griefs 


and Joys—As theſe Gentlemen are the prin- 


cipal Occaſions of both the Paſſions I have 
mention'd, I thought their Preſence neceſſary 
to what I had to fay to you. 
very obligingly to my Satisfaction (ſaid Ura- 
nia 

ceive any thing that you have a Concern in, 
the Air and Appearance of the Perſons who 


accompany you, are ſufficient to gain the 


Efteem of every body. = 
BELISA then turning to the Cavalier who 


led her, Behold (ſaid ſhe) that Thelamont and 
Urania you have had ſo great an Inclination to 
be acquainted with, and the Character of 
whoſe Merits have made ſo great an Impreſ-. 


ſion on you. I have not miſtook them, Ma- 
dam (anſwer d the charming Stranger, advancing 
toward Urania) the Impreſſion you ſpeak of, 


pointed them out to me. Then addreſſing 


himſelf in the moſt graceful manner to The- 
lamont, whoſe Arms were already open'd to 
receive him, ſaid things to both, which were 
their Due from every body, but which they 
ſeldom receiv'd in that agreeable faſhion as 
he knew how to pay. The noble Pair 
return'd his Compliments with their uſual 


Wit and Vivacity, and the Company being 


join'd, Beliſa and Julia receiv'd the Careſles 
of Felicia, Camilla, and Florinda, Orophanes, 
who had been long acquainted with Beliſa, 
was preſented by her to the two Strangers, 


who neither of em forfeited that good Opi- 


nion of their Underſtandings which their 


Phyſiognomies at firſt fight had gain'd 'em. 


He 


"Tis adding 


to give me this mark of your Confidence, 
and were I leſs inclinable than I am to re- 


(25) 


He which ſeem'd the eldeſt of the two, not- 


* withſtanding an Air of deep Melancholy, 


ſhow'd ſo much Gracefulneſs in all his Words 
and Actions, which, join'd to a Form per- 
fectly compleat and lovely, render'd it im- 
poſſible for him to be ſeen without being ad- 


mir d. As for the younger, whom Bellſa had 


call'd by the name of Orſames, there was a 
certain Conformity in his Mind to that of 
Thelamont, a Greatneſs of Soul and Senti- 


ment, their Hearts united themſelves as tho" 
they had a long time been acquainted, and it 


may be ſaid, that Sympathy cut off the time 


neceſſary to know each other perfectly. 


IT not being near Supper-time, Urania 
led the Company to a Terraſs which com- 


manded the River, and from which there was 


a moſt delicious Proſpe& ; it was ſurrounded 
with a great number of grafly Seats, placed 


near enougii cach other, to afford thoſe who 
lat on em an opportunity of Converſation, 


Aſter the Compliments uſual on theſe Occa- 


ſions; I don't lee any body here ( ſaid Beliſa) 


that will be an Interruption to my informing 
Urania of ſome Adventures, in which I am 


ſure ſhe'll take a part; therefore, ſince we 


have time, I think I had beſt employ it in ac- 
quainting her with what brought me here, 
independently from the deſire of ſeeing her. 


Lou will prodigiouſly oblige me (anſwer d 
Urania) and J fancy that I ſee a certain Air 


of Languiſhment in the Eyes of the agreea- 
ble Julia, that redoubles my Curioſity, and 


makes me believe ſhe has great Intereſt in 


what you are about to tell us. 


= . mn 
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YOUR Penetration, dear Urania, ( ſaid 


Julia bufhirg) is ſeldom at a loſs, and you have 


now gueſs d ſo true, that I muſt intreat you 
will engage Beliſa to permit me to viſit the 
Beauties of this Place during her Diſcourſe. 
With all my heart (cry'd Beliſa laughing) and 
tho' we ſhall be ſorry for your Abſence, yet 


we muſt diſpenſe with your hearing your 
own Hiſtory. At theſe words Julia got up, 
and leaning on the Arm of the eldeft of the 


Gentlemen, ſhe retir'd, ſaluting the Company 


with a moſt becoming Gracefulneſs.— The 


other Stranger follow'd her a few ſteps, and 
whiſper'd her : ſhe ſeem'd to anſwer him 
with Tenderneſs, after which he return'd to 
his Seat, his Preſence being neceſſary to make 


himſelf known to the Company ; and Beliſa 


perceiving they attended for what ſhe was to 


lay, addrefling herſelf to Urania, began thus. 


ITN PSU DGBOIOOINEI IS 


The Hiſtory of Beliſa, Orſames, aud 


Julia. 


OU know; dear Urania ( ſaid ſhe) that 


my Family has been of a diſtinguiſh'd 


Rank, and that a great many conſiderable 
Places, as it were hereditary in our Houſe, 


have render'd it IIluſtrious: Tho' you are 


perfectly well acquainted with me, yet I am 
oblig'd to remind you of theſe things, that 


you may the better enter into what I'm a- 
bout telling you. My Father, wha had 
heap'd up great Riches, as well by his Em- 


ployments, 
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ployments, as by ſeveral ſucceſsful Voyages 
which Ships of his had made to the Indies, 


by a Wife, who was a very advantageous 
Match, left only one Son and myſelf. My 
Mother dying before him, he brought me up 
in a Nunnery, and took a particular Care in 


the Education of my Brother Dorantes, who, 


when he became a Man, was in general E- 
ſteem._—My Father dying, he was left Ma- 
ſter of himſelf and an immenſe Fortune, and 
had ſo great a Tenderneſs for — that he 
thought of nothing but making me a Parta- 


ker in the Enjoyment of it. He took me 


home, and uſing me with a paternal Care, 
mix'd with a bretherly Affection, I liv'd in 


all the Happineſs of 'Tranquillity ; but Love ; 


ſoon intervene'd to ruffle this Calm of Life, 
and by its momentary Sweers beguiled me in- 


to the fatal Labyrinth of bitter and laſting 
Perplexities. My Brother had a Friend call'd 
Philiurus, who had one of the moſt conſidera- 


ble Employments in the Naval Forces ; he 
was advanc'd by his Courage at an Age when 
others only begin to ſhow it. This Philintus 


had a Siſter as dear to him as I was to Do- 


rantes. She was a Widow of about twent 
years of Age, and had a Son two years old, 
which ſhe was ſo paſſionately fond of, that 


her whole Care was in the bringing him up, 


living altogether retir'd, receiving no Viſits, 
and ſcarce ſeen by any body but her Brother 


and her own Domeſticks. So melancholy a 


Life, (to diſſuade her from it, ſeveral Attempts 
had been made, tho' in vain) was a ſenſible 
Afffiction to Philintus He was gay, gallant, 
and agreat Cow tier himſelf, and could not 
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bear his darling Siſter ſhould deny herſelf 


thoſe Pleaſures he had ſo great a reliſh of 
himſelf ———reſfolving, therefore, to make 


one laſt Effort to draw her from a Solitude, 


which to him would have been fo irkſome, 
and prompted, perhaps, by Sentiments which 


he did not think proper at that time to de- 
clare; he requeſted, that Dorantes and I would 
make her a Viſit in this Retirement ſhe had 


choſen. As much a Lover of it as fhe was, 


| he ſaid, he was very ſure ſhe would receive 
us with that Civility the Rank we held in the 


World and in his Efteem deſerv'd, and it 
may be (added he) the Converſation of the 
charming Beliſa may induce her to come into 


the World again, if it were only to reap the 
Advantages an Intimacy with her cannot but 


afford. | 


MY Brother conſented with Pleaſure, and 


my Complaifance for him made me find no 


difficulty in ic. Hitherto I had not perceiv'd 


that Philintus had any other Sentiments for 


.me than thoſe of Friendſhip, the very great 


one he had for my Brother authorizing the 
Reſpects he paid me; and as nothing in the 
world could be more amiable than Philintus, 
I had a moſt tender Eſteem for him, without 


| believing that my Heart would go farther : 


We were in this Situation of Mind, when we 
ſet out to viſit Arſeſue, which was the Name 


of Philintus's Siſter. During the Journey, my 


Brother defir'd him to give us a Deſcription 
of her, but could get nothing out of him but 
theſe words, Tou Gp fee, and you ſhall judge. 


The Silence he obſerv'd whenever, on purpoſe 
to draw ſomething from him, we told him, 


we 
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ſiiſted asking any farther Q 
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we doubted not but ſhe' was handſome, and 


the voluntary Retirement ſhe had made from 
the World, gave us an opinion ſhe was de- 
form'd ; and that, conſcious of her Imper- 
fections, it was her Prudence which made 
her avoid appearing in a Town ſtor'd with 
Beauties. Prejudiced with this Idea, we de- 
ueſtions. 3 

AS he had given notice that he would bring 


Company with him, we found, at our arrival, 


every thing in order for our Reception the 


Pleaſantneſs and Magnificence of the Place 
merits the moſt elegant Deſcription ; but I ſhall 


content myſelf with telling you, *tis one of the 
moft delightful and noble Seats in the whole 
Kingdom, and that ſo many Beauties ſtruck 


our Eyes, that Dorantes and 1, in ſecret, ſigh'd 
that it was not iuhabited by an agreeable 
Perſon : But how great was our 'Surprize, 
when we ſaw Arſeſue, who waited for us in 
the midſt of her Women, on a ſtately Terraſs 
which muſt be paſs'd before you go to her 


Apartment! To form any Idea of what 


ſhe was, one muſt imagine all that can be 
* 3 ” g 1 
conceiy'd of Perfection the moſt blooming 


Vouth, the moſt delicate Complection, Eyes 
that had in them all the Fire of Mit, and 
Tenderneſs of Love; a Shape eaſy, and fine- 


proportion'd Limbs; and, to all this, a thou- 
land unutterable Graces, accompanying every 
Air and little Motion. Whether it was the 
Idea which we had form'd to ourſelves of her, 
which contributed to our Admiration, or 
whether it was only the natural Effect of the 


Charms of this beautiful Widow, but both 


of us were ſeiz'd with an Afſtoniſhment 
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which render'd it impoſſible for ſome mo- 
ments, for us to pay thoſe Civilities which 
were her Due. Philintus, who heedfully ob- 
| ſerv'd our Looks, ſaw the Confuſion we were 


in with a ſecret Satisfaction; but diflembling 
his Thoughts at that time, he took me by the 
hand, and preſented me to his Siſter, who, 


by the Reception ſhe gave us, diſcover'd ſhe 
had as great a ſhare of Wit as Beauty— 
Dorantes was ſo charm'd and tranſported 


with every thing he ſaw, that he had not 


Words to expreſs himſelf ; and never did I 
ſee him at ſo great a loſs before. In fine, 


he fell paſſionately in love, and, wholly un- 
able to conceal it, he ſpoke to me of it the 
third Day after our Arrival in that agreeable 


Place, and deſir'd me to hint it to Philintus ; 
his Paſſion having alſo inſpir' d him with a Ti- 
morouſneſs which render'd him incapable of 

being his own Advocate. Dorantes was too 


dear to me, and Arſeſue too charming, for me 


to refuſe ſuch a Commiſſion. I undertook 


the Buſineſs, and accordingly entertain'd Phi- 
lintus with the Diſcovery of his Sentiments 
the firſt opportunity, which was not hard for 


me to find, he always ſeeming pleas'd when 


any ofter'd to talk with me alone. He 


receiv'd what I had to ſay to him with an 


Extaſy which gave me ſome ſurprize, know - 
ing the Diſintereſtedneſs of his Soul, and that 
it could not be for any Advantages he could 
expect in that Alliance, Arſeſue having a For- 
tune ſeparate from her Son, which might 
entitle her to as great a Match.—He aflur'd 


me, that if my Brother really deſir d it, Ar- 


ſeſue mould conſent to be his Wife that he 
8 „„ would 
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(31) 
would anſwer all the Scruples her Reſerve 
ſhould make, and that there was but one 
Obſtacle, and that depended wholly on Do- 
rantes himſelf to remove. I preſs'd him with 


all imaginable Earneſtneſs to let me know 
what'it was; but he excuſe'd himſelf, ſaying, 


It was not a _—_ proper to be reveal'd to 


any but himſelf. This Anſwer prodigiouſly 


ſurpriz'd me, but I forbore to ask him far- 


ther, and left him at liberty to go in ſearch 
of Dorantes ; a few moments after I ſaw em 
walking together in the Garden, but wou'd 
not interrupt them, and retir'd to my Apart- 
the Iſſue of their Converſa- 
tion, which I doubted not but I ſhould be 
inform'd of by my Brother. According to 
my Belief, as ſoon as he had parted from Phi- 
lintus, he came directly to me, and ſeating 


_ - himſelf by me; I owe every thing to you, my 
dear Beliſa, (ſaid he) finiſh what you have 
begun, and make me the happieſt .of Men, 


by giving your hand to Philintus, who adores 
you. I own to you, dear Urania, that theſe 


Words open d my Eyes, at once J found the 


Cauſe of Philintus's Aſſiduity, and of my 
Efteem for him : But _ from Dorantes 
this Secret of my Soul, I made my conſenting 


to receive Philintus as a Lover appear as an 


Act of Friendſhip and Obedience to him. 
As I had done ſpeaking, Philintus came into 


the Chamber with Arſeſue, whom he pre- 


ſented to me as a Siſter who would not be 
repugnant to his Deſires. I revoke the 
Promiſe which I have juit now given, ( /aid 
ſhe, embracing me) if the charming Beliſa is 
averſe to make my Brother happy. That 


01 
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of Dorantes (anfwer'd I) is too dear to me to 
retard it; therefore, lovely Arſeſae, I aſſure 


Philintus before you, that I accept the Heart 


he offers me. Philintus reply'd to what I 
 faid in Terms to make me believe the Silence 
he had hitherto kept, had only made his Love 


more violent. Dorantes gave a thouſand 


Thanks to his dear Arſeſue, for ſo early an 


Acknowledgment of her Eſteem of him ; and 
this double Union being thus concluded on, 


our Brothers thought of nothing but accom- 
pliſhing it, and thought it. proper to return to 
Town, both of them defiring it might be ſo- 
lemnized in public. Fong 01 
ARSESNE gave orders about her lit- 
tle Son with all imaginable Tenderneſs, whom 


| ſhe lovd with a Fondneſs exceeding that 
which is ordinarily to be found in Mothers; 


and I believe would never have conſented to 
a ſecond Engagement, if ſhe had nat been 
prevail'd upon by fome conſiderable Advan- 


tages, which Dorantes offer d to yield to 


ham. 

ALL things being ready for our Depar- 
ture, we were ſenſibly affected at the extreme 
Sorrow of Arſeſue in parting from the young 
Orſames, for ſo the lovely Babe was call'd ; 
a thouſand times we fnatch'd him from her 
Arms, and ſhe as often clung to him again: 


a Torrent of Tears accompany'd the tender 


things ſhe ſaid to him, and her Grief ſeem'd 


to riſe to ſuch a height, that Dorantes and all 


of us begg'd her to take him with her. But 
her Reaſon getting at length the better of her 
Fondneſs, ſhe wou'd not conſent, judging 


the Change of Air might do him a prejudice, 


which 
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which her Kiſſes and Embraces could not re- 
pair. The Women who had the care of him, 
ſtrenuouſſy oppos'd his being remov'd on this 
ſcore ; fo that ſummoning all her Reſolution, 
ſhe threw. herſelf into the Coach, and made 
a ſign he ſhould be taken from her ' ſight. 
We followed her immediately, and ſet out 
melancholy enough for Perſons who thought 
they had ſuch reaſon to be contented. But 
it ſeem'd as if that Sadneſs which poſſeſs d 
us all, and which at firſt was only occaſion'd. 
by the ſight of Arſeſne, was a Prediction of 
thoſe Misfortunes which we were too ſoon to 
Tall inte i e paaneo ind 20 139 an 
_ ARSESNE appear'd more chearful' as 
ſhe approach'd the Town ; ſhe faid a thou- 
ſand obliging things to Dorantes and me: and 


1 Was ſo exticmel y uharnkd with her, that 1 


thought myſelf no leſs happy in being ally'd 


in becoming her 


to her, than my Brother di | 
no Houſe i in 


Husband. Philintus havin 


Town, his Siſter was prevail'd on to make 


our's her Home, before the Ceremony of 
Marriage ſhould give her the Title of Mittreſs 
of it and the intended Bridegrooms being 


impatient for the compleating their Wiſnes, 


every thing was preparing for the Celebra- 
tion of both Nuptials with all the expedition 
imaginable. A 
A length the Eve to this great Day ar- 
Tivd, but it came only to overwhelm us with 
a mortal Affliction: Arſeſne was on a ſudden 
ſeiz d with ſo violent a Diſorder, that ſhe 
Was obliged to take her Bed. You may be 
ſure there was no Aſſiſtance wanting; but, 
notwithſtanding all the care that could be 
5 8 taken, 


.  _ 
taken, her Diſtemper became mortal in leſs 
than twelve Hours: She herſelf was the firſt 
who perceiv'd it, and cauling Dorantes and 
Philintus to draw near the Bed, where I be- 
fore was ſitting, holding her in my Arms; 1 
ſee, (ſaid ſhe) _ 3 will not ſuffer 
me to enjoy the Happineſs you are preparing 
for me. "1 7 — prog added 5 l 
his Hand, I ſhould have laid myſelf under 
an agreeable Law of contributing every thing 
in my power to your Felicity ; but fince that 
cannot be, transfer to my dear Child the 
Tenderneſs you have for me, and give me 
the ſatisfaction of believing, that in loſing a 
Mother, he ſhall gain a Father Il alſo beg 
that my Death may not retard the Marriage 
of Beliſa and Philintms. In ſpeaking this, ſhe 
embraced me tendcily „ aud akliig her Bro» | 
ther approach ftill nearer to her, ſhe took | 
our Hands, and join'd them; Remember 
(reſumed ſhe) a Siſter, who dying loves you 
with an Ardour beyond what is ordinarily 
found among Relations. Philintus and my- 
ſelf were almoſt drown'd in Tears, but the 
Condition of Dorantes was terrible; I thought 
ſeveral times he would have expir'd before 
her: He continu'd on his Knees at the Bed- 
ſide, _— one of her Hands, without be- 
ing able to ſpeak one word ; but the Deſpair 
which appear'd in his Face, gave me juſt 
cauſe to fear the Effects. That amiable La- 
dy finding herſelf at the point of death, and 
troubled beyond meaſure at the ſight of his 
Grief, looſing her Arm from him, threw it 
round his Neck ; Farewel, my dear Husband, 
{ſaid fhe) I beg you will remove from hence 

| 5 your 


do tell me that Arſeſue was juſt 
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your Sorrow ſoftens me too much—rememe 

bor that * laſt Breath conjures you to live 
n 


for the ſake of him who J prize far above 


1 myſelf.—Sbe then made a ſign that we ſhould 


retire, being deſirous of paſſing her few 


remaining Moments with her Confeffor, who 


was all this while waiting in the Room. 
Dorantes was carry'd away in a Sw .. 
Philintus follow'd him, endeavouring to miti- 

ate the 'Tranſports of his Grief. As 
or me, I know not by what means F was 
convey'd to my own Apartment, where fome 
time after 1 found myſelf on my Bed, near 
which Philintus ſat in great Affliction; and it 
was not without difficulty he forc'd himſelf 
expir'd, and 
that her whole Body was cover d with the 
Venom of her Diſcaſe, which no Remedies 
had the power to throw out. I immediately 
thought of my Brother; but he aſſur d me 


that he was ſurrounded by Friends and Ser- 
vants, who were uſing all the means the 


could invent for his Conſolation. I went to 
him, and found him in a Condition the moſt 
deplorable that Grief has power to reduce 
one to——and it was near 2 Month before 
we could obſerve the leaſt Abatement of it 
and if then he ſeem'd to have thrown off ſome 
part of the Violence of that Anguiſh with 


_ which at firſt he was fo fiercely agitated ; it 
was only that he might enable himſelf to exe- 


cute the Commands of that lovely Perſon- 
whoſe Loſs had occafion'd it. By her laſt. 

words he was made Guardian of her Son, 
and Poſſeſſor of his Eftate till he ſhould come 


of age. He therefore ſent down to the 


F 3 Country | 


made his Departure more afflicting; and ne- 
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Country where the Effects lay, to make her 
Death, and her Will known, and to aſſure 
her Servants that he would take the ſame 
care of them as if ſhe were ſtill living. 
.PHILINTUS would very fain ha 
my Brother concluded our Marriage; but he 
was yet too full of Affliction to endure the 


thoughts of a Solemnity which would more 


remind him of his own irreparable Loſs. 


That faithful Lover however was ſcarce ever 


from me; and in this time of a more inti- 


mate Converſation with him than I had per- 
mitted before. I had thoughts of making him 


my Husband, I diſcover'd a thouſand Vir- 


tues, a thouſand Beauties which till then had 
zals'd unhceded by. me: Our mutual Ten- 
derneſs at length arriv'd to that degree of 


Perſection, which makes Ive immortal. 
„IT was near three Months. after the 
5 — , 0 P 4 , * Fd A * v4 4 - 4 4 5 5 F k 
Deati of 4 ſeſue, that Dorantes beginning to 


think there was ſomething due to a living 


Tiend and Siſter, having paid an uncommon 
1 ribate of Sorrow to the Dead, gratify'd the 
impatient Sollicitations of Philintus with a 
Promiſe, that our Marriage ſhould be cele- 
brated in a ſew days. But Deſtiny ſeem'd 
to oppoſe. his kind Intentions, and our Hap- 
pineſs: He had ſcarce time to thank him for 
the Grant, before he receiv'd an Order from 


ſuperiour Powers to embark immediately, 
the Fleet being ready to {ail on a ſecret Ex- 


pedition. Here was no room for Hope, no 
poſſibility of gaining. Time judge of his 
rk and my ungovernable Grief 

the Dangers he was going to be expos'd to, 


ver 


have had 


. Ae 


/ 


£37) 


ter Symptoms of Inconſolement on both ſides. 
'—Omens, alas [ too ſure we ne er ſhould 


meet again. He had employ'd the little time 


allow'd him in aſſigning his whole Eſtate to 


me (his little Nephew Orſames having a great 


one of his own) which, tho' it was a vaſt 
Addition to my Fortune, was likewiſe ſo to 
my Grief, becauſe it prov'd the Greatneſs of 
my Loſs in him who Bad beſtow d it. The 


Town grew hateful to me in his Abſence, 


and I deſir'd leave of my Brother to retire, 
and paſs ſome time in Arſeſues Houle : he 


willingly yielded to it, and recommended. the 


young Maſter of it to my Care.— When I 
came near that fine Seat, methought it ſeem'd 
ſtript of all thoſe Charms which had taken 
my Eyes when firſt J wenr E Arſeſne being no 
more, the very Trees, and fine Parterre before 
the Gate ſeem'd to bewail her Loſs, and 


look'd neglected and forlorn. But at my En- 


trance every thing became dreadful, by the 
Trouble and Confuſion I found the Family 


involv'd in; which was occaſion d, as the 


* v4 


reſently told me, by the flight of Orſames's 
2 who had diſappear'd two days. 


IHE hope of her Return, and fear of 


my Brother's anger, had hinder'd 'em from 
acquainting him with ſo afflicting a piece of 


News, contenting themſelves with making a 


diligent Search for her over all the Country. 
This Accident renew'd all my Griefs, but 


thinking it proper my Brother ſhould be ac- 


quainted with it, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger im- 
mediately, to whom this was as if Arſeſue had 
died a fecond time. He made uſe of all his 

— „ Intereſt 


LT 


Brtle time he had no thought 


= _ 


Intereft at Court, and the Power his Poſt 


there gave him, and got fevere Orders, which 


were ſpread thro* all the Provinces, againſt 


any Perſons who ſhould conceal Orſames or 
Arina, (that was the Name of his Gover= 


neſs) and at the ſame time promiſing a great 
Reward to thoſe who ſhould bring any Infor- 
mation of them; but all Enquiries were in 


vain, they were gone paſt reach, nor could 


we hear of any who had ſeen them. 


ABOUT fix Months after this Misfor- 


rune, my Brother marry'd a young Lady of 
Quality, called Philemena, at firſt induc'd 


to it more by Ambition than Love; bur the 
reat Merits he found in her ſoon gain'd her 


is tendereſt Eſteem, and the Complaiſance 


ſhe ſhow'd in talking of Arſeſue with the 
higheſt regard, and continually wiſhing her 
Son might be found, that ſhe might be a Mo- 
ther to him, won him i that in a 

| or any thing 
but her. She grew big with Child, and ſhe 
often ſaid ſhe wiſh'd it might be a Daughter, 
who, if Orſames was ever found, ſhould be 


his Wife She was ready to fall in labour, | 


When, to make me the moſt unhappy Woman 
breathing, News was brought of Philintus's 
. who was one of the firſt Commanders 
kill'd in the Expedition he went upon. I fell 
extremely ill, ſne never quitted me night nor 
day, notwithſtanding her Condition; and it 
Was to her Care, Tenderneſs, and the Charms 


of her Wit, that I was indebted for my Re- 


covery. Dorantes took all the neceſſary Pre- 
cautions, to make ſure to me the Eſtate left 
me by Philintus. The agreeable Philemena 
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was ſoon after brought to bed of a Daughter, 


whoſe Merits you are not unacquainted with, 
ſince it is no other than Julia; and tho I am 

her Aunt, think it not a vain-glorious Boaſt 
to ſay few are more amiable, or have a Wit 
more juſt Pl deſerving Admiration..—o—Her 
Birth, in ſome meaſure, mitigated the Grief 


l 

0 
I had been plung'd in ſince the Death of Phi- 
lintus. hree Years thus paſs'd away, at 
the end of which Death depriv'd us alſo of 


my Brother; his laſt Requeſt to us was, that 


we would not deſiſt from purſuing, with the 


| utmoſt Vigour, the Diſcovery of Orſames's 


Fate; he made me, in particular, promiſe to 
ſpare nothing which might be conducive to 
t end, and, if found, to endeayour to 


unite him with Julia. 


THIS Loſs did not at all leſſen the F iends 


| ſhip between Philemena and me, and the little 
Julia was the equal care of both till nine 


years- old ; at that Age, Philemeua thought 


proper to deprive herſelf of the pleaſure of 
her Company, by putting her into a Nunne- 


ry, to perfect her in her Education. — She 
continu d there three years, in which time 


| ſhe improv'd ſo conſiderably in Beauty and 
Underſtanding, that her Mother reſolv'd to 


take her home again.—Several advantageous 


_ Matches for her were offer d us, but always 


flattering ourſelves that we ſhould. find Orſa- 


mes again, we would not hearken to any 
Propoſals : Julia herſelf expreſs d ſo great a 

| Tepugnance to being marry 
it made us the more reſolute in our Refuſals. 


d ſo young, that 


— Our Enquiries after Orſames were {till car- 


Tied on, without being able to learn any 


thing 


i 
thing of him, or his Governeſs, who we 
made no doubt was the ſole Author of his 
loſs, tho' for what reaſon we could not poffi- 
bly gueſs We had taken up ſome of her 


Relations, who, notwithſtanding long Impri- 
ſonment and various Examinations, could give 


us no light into any thing, we thought our- 
ſelves oblig'd to releaſe. 


IN the mean time a Siſter of Orſames's Fa- 


ther, with whom I was not in the leaſt ac- 


quainted, Arſeſne herſelf having no Corre- 
ipondence with her, commenc'd a Law-Suit 


with me for the Effects of Orſames and his 


Mother, the Direction of which was left me 


by my Brother in his Will. —— This Lady, 


whoſe Name was Armira, pretended that the 
Death of Orſames was ſufficiently prov'd by 


the length of time he had been 1ofl, and that 
his Eſtate ought to come to an only Son of 
hers—— The Suit was long and vigorous ; I 
produc'd Arſeſne's Will, whereby ſhe made 
my Brother Guardian to Orjames; and that 


of Dorantes, whereby he depoſited his Wealth 


in my hands, expreſly forbidding me to part 
with it till there were certain Proofs of his 
Death : bur as I could give none of his being 


living, nor Armira of his being dead, the 


Judges order'd that the Eftate ſhould conti- 
nue ten years longer in my hands, and if in 


that time Orſames did not appear, I ſhould 
deliver it up to Arimont the Son of Armira, 
and undoubted Heir of Orſames's Father, if 
that young Gentleman were really not in 


being. | | | 


THIS Decree no way pleas'd her, and 


her Rage was ſo violent, that ſhe fell mor- 
tally 


Coo Ae I oa 


was every way 1o unjuſt. 
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rally in. Her Son, Who is the other of the 


Gentlemen who accompany'd me hither, and 


is now with Julia, employ'd all his Cares in 
endeavouring to recover her, but to no pur- 


poſe, | Preſs'd by a Remorſe of Conſcience, 
one day, as ſhe believ'd herſelf in the pangs 
of Death, ſhe confeſs'd to him ſhe had been 


uilty of a Crime, which could 2 be ex- 


cus'd by her too great Affection for him; 


and then proceeded to ſurprize him, with 
telling, that it was ſhe who had ſtolen away 
Orſames, favour'd in that Deſign by his Go- 
verneſs, to whom ſhe had given a conſidera- 
ble Sum of Money to trade with in the Indies, 


where ſhe had ſent her, and had never heard 
From her ſince. e, eee 15 075 


THIS Diſcourſe made the generons and 


truly noble Soul of Arimont ſhudder” with 


horror ; but ſeeing her in a Condition which 
would not permit him to reproach” her, he 


\ contented himſelf with telling her, he would 


never - conſent to enrich himſelf with the 


Wealth of another, and that if Orſames was 
not found, what he ſhould enjoy of his own 


would afford him but little ſatisfaction. Fo 


theſe words he join'd an Intreaty, that ſhe 


would declare what ſhe had done before me, 


as part of reparation for the Injury ſhe had 


done in commencing a Suit againft me, which 
It was with 
much ado: ſhe was perſuaded to this, but the 


Intefceſſions of her beloved Son, join'd to 


what ſhe felt in a late Repentance of her 
Crime, at laſt work'd the deſir'd Effect, and 
Arimont immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 


zo me with a Letter, the words were theſe : 


_ Madam, 


ö 8 oy ” 
y FL 
Arete, ; 
bt 
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A Madam, 


7 


© PDE pleas'd to come to Armira, who is dy- 
| ing, no time is to be loſt; you ought |} 
7 . 3 8 
to be inform'd from her mouth of a Secret, 


© on which depends your Eaſe, and the Ho- 
© nour of him whole higheſt Ambition is to 
* merit your Eſteem. EE. 


ARIMONT. 


I receiy'd this Letter, dear Uraria, (conti- 


wid Belifa) the day before your Arrival at 


my Houſe, which was the reaſon I could not 


enjoy the ſatisfaction of receiving you. I 


found Arimont s Mother well enough in her 
Senſes to inform me thorowly of all the Par- 
ticulars of the Crime ſne had committed to 
ſettle Arimont in the Poſſeſſions of her Couſin. 


I caus'd her Confeſſion to be taken in form b 
a Lawyer, and her Heart being eas'd of ſo 


heavy a Burden, ſhe dy d with more Tran- 
* than ſhe had liv'd. 


E Proceedings of Arimont, in this Af 


fair, appear d to meſo perfectly generous and 
diſintereſted, that I took an Affection to him 
as tho' he had been a near Relation. I would 
not take my leave till I had engag'd his Pro- 
miſe to come and be with me as ſoon as he 


had paid his laſt Reſpects to his Mother's 
| Memory ; which when he gave me the per- 


formance of, I preſented him to Philemena, 
who had ſome time before retir'd herſelf to 
the Nunnery where Julia was brought up, 


having truſted her wholly to my Care and 


Tenderneſs. 


E43) - | 
Tenderneſs. She receiv'd him with the Ap- 
plauſe which his late Action merited, and, as 

well as I, enter'd into a Friendſhip with 
him, which he has not once given us cauſe to 
repent. Poſſeſs'd of Armira's Confeſſion, the 
Effects of Orſames remain'd peaceably in my 


hands without any further trouble. We 
| caus'd Letters to be writ to the Ladies; there 


was neither Governour nor Commander of 
any Place that was not inform'd of the Name 
of Orſames, and Deſcription of his Gover- 
neſs. He muſt then have been about ſixteen 
Years old. But all our Labours were in- 
effectual, we could diſcover nothing; yet ſtill 
unweary' d with the Search, ſix Mu ſince 
have been ſpent in the ſame Uncertainty, till 
at laſt Fortune, or rather a peculiar Provi- 
dence from Heaven, reſtored him to us when 


we had almoſt bid adieu to Hope. 4 , 


BUT, (continu'd Beliſa) the Night ſeems 
to be pretty far advanc'd, and as my Deſign 
in giving you this Information is rather to- 
divert than fatigue, I think I had beſt defer 


the remaining part cf the Story till to-morrow. 
Drania ſeeing her riſe, did the ſame as well 


as the reſt of the Company. You leave 
off, Madam ( ſaid 1 in a place that 
very much excites our Curioſity, and I read 
in the Eyes of the Ladies, that they would 


as the Pleaſure of hearing you to the 


upper that ftays for them ; and the rather, 
becauſe we make no queſtion but that we 
have with us that Orſames ſo dear to you. 
The Inclination he has inſpired us with, 


makes us extremely deſirous of knowing his 


2 Ad- 


if 


— 
* 
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Adventures. This is not the leaſt Effect of 


the. good Influence of my Stars, (eh Or- 
{ames) and they ſeem by degrees to lead me 
to a State of perfect Happineſs. As for 
me, (ſaid Urania) I have too much concern 
for every thing that touches Beliſa and Julia, 
not to have ſome for your Fate, if your own | 
Appearance did not intereſt me yet farther ; 
and I own 1 am very much griev'd at the In- 
terruption. of a Diſcourſe in which I foreſee 
ou mutt of neceſſity be often mentioned. 


*Tis true, (cry'd Camilla) and it even makes 
me melancholy, who am by nature the re- 


verſe. - Indeed (added Orophanes) we ought 
not to permit Beliſa to defer. the reſt of that 
agreeable Account ſhe has to give us till to- 
morrow ; and I think we give a_ ſufficient 
Proof of Self-Denial, if we conſent to ſup 
in our Impatience, without paſſing the whole 
Night in a State of Inquietude. - -I am of 


your opinion (Jald Florinda) and Beliſa has 


ut my Mind into ſo great an Agitation, that 
think her obliged to compoſe it. As 
always take great pleaſure (anſwer'd Belifa) 


in contributing to your's, ſo you ſhall govern. 


AS they walk'd during this Converſation, 
by the time it was ended, they were in the 


Hall, where they found Julia and Arimont 


Juſt going to ſend them word that Supper was 
ſerv'd in. They fat down to Table, and tho' 
the Entertainment was large enough to have 
detain'd them ſome time longer, yet the Im 


patience of hearing the Adventures of a 


Gentleman who appear'd ſo amiable, made 
them quit it in haſte. Julia being but lately 
recover d of a Hurt ſhe had receiv'd, and 

i e not 


bs) 


not -having perfectly regain'd her Strength, 


deſir'd ſhe might retire. ' Orſames led her to 
the Apartment order'd for Beliſa, and as ſhe 


was not inclinable to go to Bed, and that 
Urania's Women ſtay'd with her, he remain'd. 


there too not thinking his Preſence: neceſſary 


while Beliſa finiſh'd the Hiſtory ſhe had be- 
gun: In the mean time, the other Gentle- 


men and Ladies fat attentively to hear it; 
which the agreeable Beliſa obliged them in, 


in the following Words. 


We 8 888885 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of 


Orſames and Julia. 


Have already told you, ( ſaid ſhe) that ſix 
1 Years were paſt ſince the Death of Ar- 


mira, without our having been able to get 
any Information of Orſames. Philemena con- 


tinu'd in her Retirement, having left her 
charming Daughter to my Care, who was 
ſtill unwilling to enter into any Engagement, 


and intereſted herſelf as much as we could 
do in the Deſtiny of Orſames —Tt is cer- 


tain ſhe form'd to herſelf an Idea of him 
very like what he really is, and that was 
owing to a Picture of Arſeſne, whom he very 
much reſembles. ir was to no purpoſe 


therefore that a Croud of Adorers were daily 


at my Houſe ; their Praiſes were irkſome to 
her, their Preſence uneaſy, and ſhe never 


_ reſted till ſhe prevail'd on me to vid her of 


their 


Wy: 


their Perſecutions. Almoſt deſpairing of ever 
hearing of Orſames, I would have infus'd other 
Thoughts, but ſhe ſeem'd bent to die a Vir- 


gin, if Fate deny'd her the Felicity of be- 


coming his Wife.—So odd a Paſſion, and 


ſo firm a Conſtancy for a Man whom ſhe had 


never ſeen, and who in all probability ſhe 


would never ſee, fill'd me with various Con- 
jectures: I communicated them to her Mo- 
ther, who on that ſcore, and no other, con- 


ſented to leave the Monaſtery. It is about 
a Fortnight ſince ſhe has been with me, 
and had ſhe not been prevented by a little 


Indiſpoſition, had given herſelf the pleaſure 


of coming along with us. | 
SHE diſcours'd her Daughter on that 
Head I have been ſpeaking, but could get no 


other Anſwer from her, than that ſhe found 
not the leaſt Inclination to Marriage, unleſs 


ſhe could ſee a Man ſuch as ſhe imagin'd the 
Son of the charming Arſeſune muſt be. It was 
in vain that Philemena repreſented to her, 
that all Children were not like their Parents, 
and that if he were alive, and ſhould ever 
be known, which now was highly improbable, 


it was a thouſand to one if he reach'd by 


many degrees the Image ſhe had form'd of 


him in her Mind; ſhe ſtill continu'd in her 


firſt Determination, to live and die as ſhe - 


was. So ftrange a Reſolution in a Creature 
ſo young, and of ſo compliable a Temper in 
other Affairs, made us conſider it rather as 
an Impulſe of Fate, than an Obſtinacy of 
Diſpoſition, therefore reſolved to preſs her 
no farther, but wait the Reſult ——Time, 
which they ſay unravels all, ſoon put a period 

| to 
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My Women in the mean time wak'd Julia, 


to our Wonder, tho in a manner which gave 
us freſh occaſion for it. | 


ABOUT ten days ago, Julia attended 


; by ſome of our Women happen'd to be ta- 
king the Air in a very pleaſant Wood adja- 


cent to my Houſe, where being fatigued 
either with the uncommon Heat of the Day, 


or weary'd with walking farther than ſhe 
was accuſtom'd, ſhe ſat down at the foot of 
2 Tree, and fell aſleep. The Women retir'd 


to a little diſtance, to have their own Talk; 
but near enough to hear and ſee any thing 
that might happen. She had not- dumber' d 

long, when a Gentleman on horſeback paſs'd 
through the ſame Wood; as the way he took 
led directly toward her, he could not avoid 


| ſeeing her; and finding her what ſhe really 
35, he ſtopt, alighted off his — and was 
advancing near her, when her 


omen came 
up, and begg'd him not to wake their Miſ- 


' treſs. The Cavalier told em that was not 


his Intention, but that he was only deſirous 


of contemplating near, what at a diſtance he 


had been admiring. As he himſelf was of a 


form to inſpire Admiration, and pronouncing 


_ theſe words with a moſt becoming Graceful- 


neſs, my Women ſmiled, and had not the 


power of hindring him ſo innocent a Felicity 


as that which he requir'd : But finding in 
himſelf (as he has ſince confeſs'd) Emotions 
which might tranſport him beyond the Bounds 
of Reaſon, he ſighing, ſnatch'd himſelf from 
the place, and after having ask'd who ſhe 
was, faluted them, and thank'd them, he 
mounted his Horſe and retir'd, tho' ſlowly. 


ard 
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and begg'd her to return to the Caſtle, leſt 


this Adventure, which had hitherto diverted 


them, might be attended with far different 


Conſequences: They told her what had 
paſs' d, and ſhow'd her the Cavalier, who 
every ſtep turn'd back to obſerve, her. She 
was very angry with her Attendants, for not 
having wak' 


) 


AS ſhe walk'd homeward, ſhe found ſhe 
trod on ſomething, and ordering it. to be ta- 


ken up, they perceiv'd it was a Picture-Caſe 
enrich'd with Diamonds: Curioſity obliging 
her to open it, ſhe found it contain'd the 5 5 

ſemblance of a Man perfectly beautiful. My 

Servants, who preſently imagin'd it was his 
. who! had juſt parted from em, were as aſſi- 
duous as Julia in viewing it; when ſhe, WhO 
was wholly loſt in the pleaſing Contemplation 
of Features which appear'd ſo charming, was 
on a ſudden rouz'd from the delightful Dream, 
- ſhe felt herſelf. ſtab' d in the Shoulder by ſome 
body behind her, who at the ſame time 
 ſnatch'd away the Picture with the other 
hand. She gave a great Shriek, which was 
echo'd by al! the Women at once; who, not- 


withſtanding, the Fright they were in, ob- 
ſery'd that the Blow had been given by a 


Negro Woman, who fled with an incredible 


ſwiftneſs. But as Julia bled prodigiouſly, 
and was fainting away, ſome of *em endea- 


vour'd to bring her to herſelf, while others 
ran to the Caſtle for help. All this was ac- 
company d with ſuch piercing Cries, that they 
were heard by the Cavalier; who returning 


to 


her, and thought them as 1m- | 
2 as the unknown Perſon appear'd to 
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in all appearance givin 
the Negro Woman at a diſtance making off.— 
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to the place where he had left Julia, more 
haſtily than he had gone from it, beheld her 
up the Ghoſt, and 


He heſitated not what was beſt for him to 
do, but clapping Spurs to his Horſe, over- 
took her in a moment, and finding the Dag- 
ger ftill bloody in her hand, together with 
the Picture, he made no queſtion of her Guilt ; 
but ſeizing her with a furious Graſp, drage'd 
her, ftill galloping back : He brought her to 
Julia, about whom, by this time we were all 
got.—She was come to herſelf, and the Blood 


a little ſtanch'd by the Linnen which in that 


hurry my Women had tore to bind the 
Wound. The Chevalier leap'd trembling 
from his Horſe without letting go his Prey, 
and approaching us, Madam! (ſaid he to Ju- 


lia) this is the barbarous Wretch that has 


committed this execrable Action; ſhe belongs 


to me, and I give her up to you to ſuffer the 


moſt cruel Puniſhments, but ture I am there 
are none yet invented ſevere enough for the 
Foulneſs of her Crime. * 
THE Creature, as he was ſpeaking, en 
deavour'd to make her Eſcape ; but was ſur- 
rounded by our People, who ty'd her on the 
Unknown's Horſe : he being on his knees, 
imploring Julia not to impute the horrid De- 
ſign of his Slave to his Commands or Aſſent. 
She look'd on him, as we were afterward in- 
form'd, with all the Attention imaginable, 
but anſwer' d not a word: As for Philemena 
and myſelf, we were in ſuch affliction, that 
we ſcarce had the power of obſerving him ; 
but at length, his Griefs, and the ſubmiſſive 
25 H manner 
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manner in which he ſpoke, obliging me to 
take notice of him, I was ftruck at the prodi- 
gious Reſemblance I found between him and 


 Arſeſne : His Youth, his Beauty, and the 


Gracefulneſs of his Addreſs, even in that 
Hour of Horror, touch'd me to the foul— 


All the Charms of Ar/eſue, and the Love ſhe 


had for our Family, came freſh into my mind, 
and methought it ſeem'd a kind of Sacrilege 

to the Memory of that dear Friend, not to 
pay reſpect to what appear'd to have ſo very 
much of her — By what misfortune is it, 
Sir, (ſaid I that ſuch a Man as you ſhou'd 
have been brought to harbour fuch a Wretch 


about you? You ſee, Madam! (anſuer d 


he) before you the moſt unfortunate Man in 
the world: But this Place and Exigence will 


not allow me to ſpeak what I would very fain 


inform you ; permit me to attend- you home, 
and at preſent let us think of nothing but 


ſuccouring this Adorable diftreſs'd. oy 


IN ſpeaking this, he took Julia by one 
Arm, and Philemena being next her, tho' al- 
moſt motionleſs thro' Grief and Aſtoniſnment, 
did the ſame by the other. In this melancho- 
ly Condition we got to the Caſtle, where we 
immediately put her to bed; and the Sur- 

eons being 1ent for, comforted us with the 
5 that her Wound was no otherwiſe dan- 
gerous, than thro' the great quantity of Blood 


the had loſt : They dreſs'd it, and order'd 


the ſhould be left to reſt. We put the Negro 
Woman into a ſecure Apartment, and caus'd 
her to be ſtrictly watch'd, not being willing 
to deliver her into the hands of Juſtice, till 
we had heard what the Unknown had to in- 
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form us of. Things being thus order'd, Phi. 


liemena and J led him into another Room; 


where we begg'd him to diſcover to us what 

he cou'd imagine the Motive to be, which 

had occaſion'd this Misfortune : which he did 
in theſe words, utter'd in ſuch a manner, as 

muſt have melted a Heart the moſt inſenſible. 

I with, Madam, (ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf 

ro Philemena) that there were a poſſibility for 

you to look into my Soul, you would. find it 
pierc'd with a Grief ſo poinant, as would 
even mollify yours, injur'd as it 1s, in the 
moſt ſenſible manner : and I beheve you will 
make no doubt of it, when you ſhall be in- 
form'd of my Fate. I have been brought up 
from my tendereſt Infancy in Mexico, my Mo- 
ther's Name was Rofimunda, and mine Me- 


fares. Roſimunda never told me by what Ac- 


cident ſhe came to ſettle at ſuch a diſtance 


from this place, which ſhe often {aid was her 


native Country ; but however that was, ſhe 
was ſo very rich, that ſhe kept a Houſe 
which ſeem'd to be a ſecond Court, and 
yielded to none in Magnificence, except the 
Viceroy's. She made her Viſits regularly to 


the Vice-Queen, who having a great regard 


for her, prevail'd on her Husband to take 

me under his Care ; which he did with an 
unparallel'd Generoſity, giving me an Edu- 
cation befitting the Heir of an Empire. I 


made it my whole endeayour to return the 


Goodneſs they ſhew'd me : My Heart and 


Sentiments were ſo well agreed with the Ad- 
vancement I met with in the Palace, that I 


loſt great part of that Tenderneſs a Son ought 


to have for his Mother; and tho' mine ex- 


= preſs'd 
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preſs'd.a great Concern for my Intereſt, yet 


it was obſerv'd that there was a Tincture of 
Coolneſs in our Affections, which ſeem'd to 


belye Nature. EP 
Il was ſcarce arriv'd at the Age of Nine- 
teen, when the Viceroy gave me a very con- 


ſiderable Employment in the Army; his 
Friendſhip for me making him overlook my 
Youth and Want of Experience : But my 
1 was ſuch, that in three or four 


ampaigns I diſtinguiſh'd myſelf ſo as to de- 
ſerve his Eſteem, and entirely take away all 


fear of being blame'd by the King his Maſter, 


for repoſing ſo much Confidence in a Perſon 
of my Age. I return'd to Mexico after four 


years abſence to ſee Roſemunda, who was in a 

retty advanc'd Age, and in a weak State of 
Health : I found with her, and very much in 
her Confidence, this Criminal Negro, waoſe 


Name is Fatyma. Nothing could be well 


done in the Houſe, if Fatyma had not the or- 


dering of it; in fine, the Treatment ſhe 
Found with her, was more like that one ſhould 
expect from a Siſter than a Miſtreſs. As for 


me, who ſeldom ſtirr'd from the Viceroy's 
Palace, and whom a Pride which I knew no 
reaſon for, put above certain Attentions, 1 
never troubled myſelf about the Cauſes of 
ſo extraordinary a Friendſhip ; but yet I took 


notice that whenever I went to viſit Rofe- 


munda, this Fatyma uſed me with a Tender- 
neſs which exceeded Reſpect : This, for the 
preſent diverted me, and I return'd it with 


as much Gallantry, as ſuch an Object de- 
ſerv'd. . : 


wo 
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for, aſſuming an Air of Arrogance, which 


=) 
TWO Years paſs'd on in this manner, 
when my Mother, who had long labour'd 
under many Diſtempers, dy'd, recommending 


= Fatma to my Care, affuring me ſhe very well 


merited all the Kindneſs I could ſhow her; 
and tho* ſhe was a Slave, had ſprung from a 
Family the moſt illuſtrious in her Country: 
and beſide all this, it was in her power to be 
neceſſary to me in Affairs which yet I did not 
dream of. I had no difficulty to obey this 
Injunction; Fatyma expreſs'd on all accounts 

ſo great a Zeal for my Lenin that, whether 
J would or no, it attach'd me to her. Some 


time after Roſimunda's Death, a very advan- 
tageous Match was propos'd to me; but Am- 
bition being then my darling Paſſion, and 
looking on ſuch an Engagement as an Obſta- 
cle to my Fortune in the Army, I refus'd it: 


But one day happening to talk to Fama 
about it, Alas! Sir, (ſhedding Tears while ſhe 
ſpoke) your Fate is not ſufficiently . decided 


for you to take upon you the Cares of a Huſ- 


band and a Father — but if there be a 
Woman capable of meriting ſuch an Ho- 
nour, it 1s only Fatyma. Guels, Ladies, 

(continu d he) the Aſtoniſnment I was in at 
theſe Words ; I plainly had ſeen that it was 
Love had occaſion'd the Regards ſhe had 
ſhown for me ; but I never could have be- 
liev'd it would have carry'd her to ſuch 
lengths, as to propoſe Marriage to me. I 
was not able immediately to make any reply 
to what ſhe ſaid ; but I doubt not but my 
Looks ſufficiently acquainted her with my 
Diſdain of ſo impudent an Expecation— 


be- 


have for me gives you no right to be the Diſ= 


that my Paſſion makes me utter things _ 
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before I had never ſeen her wear ; You ſeem 
amaz'd, (reſumed ſhe) but it is infinitely in m 
ower-to make you ſo much more ; foraſmuch 
as you imagine yourſelf affronted by the Offer 


J have made you, know, that ſhe who wiſhes 


to be Miſtreſs of your Heart, is already ſo of 
your Defreny. - © | - 
THIS laft part of her Diſcourſe making 


me think her Brain a little touch'd, I began 


to pity her, and anſwering more ſeriouſly 
than elſe I would have done; I am ſenſible of 5 


your Zeal to ſerve me, (ſaid I) and have all 


the Gratitude imaginable for it but, Fatyma, 
I would have you think within yourſelf how 
improbable it is we ſhould be made for one 
another; and that the Paſſion you ſay you 


poſer of my Deſtiny. But yet I am ſo 
(interrupted ſhe fiercely) your Fate lies hid in 
Clouds as dark as Night, or my own Viſage, 


reveal'd only to me, never to be expos'd to 


other Eyes, unleſs you yield to make me 
ſharer of it — Think not that Iam mad, or 


ſible to be effected for, to prove the Truth 


of what I have further to relate, thus much 
1 will inform you, that Roſimunda was 


not your Mother but for the reſt— 
If this be real, (cry*d I, ſtrangely alarm'd) and 
there be more of Wonders in thy Meaning, 
as more there muſt be there are Ways to 
force thee to relate it, if Perſuaſions Ei | 
Drive me not therefore to Extremes, (conti- 
nud I, a little more calmly) but let that Ten- 
derneſs which you pretend to have for me, 


prevail co eaſe the Doubts thy ſtrange Dit- 


courſa 


ourſo 


courſe has rais d. By Heaven, I never will, 
(reply d ſhe reſolutely) your Threats more 
move my Scorn than Terror; that Heart 


which has, like mine, endur'd the Pangs of 


hopeleſs Love, can fear no other Racks— 


| already torn by thy Diſdain and Cruelty, I 


look with contempt on all the leſſer 'Torments 
which Wheels and Whips have power to in- 


Ai&.—No, Sir, (added ſhe; after a little pauſe) 


your Love's alone the Price can buy this Se- 
cret ; all other Bribes are as much unworthy 


my Acceptance, as the Force you talk of is 
beneath my Confideration. She quitted the 


Room in ſpeaking theſe Words, which were 
utter'd in an Accent ſo haughty and aſſur'd, 


as made me not doubt but ſhe had a Reſolution 
equal to what ſhe pretended. Tis impoſſible 
to tell you how I was embarraſs'd at this Ac- 


cident: I found ſome ſhadow of Truth in 
' what ſhe told me, becauſe of the little Ten- 


derneſs I ever had for Roſimunda. But the 


Conditions Fatyma would impoſe on me, 


ſeem'd more grievous than the Obſcurity ſhe 
caſt on my Birth: Nevertheleſs, the Charac- 
ter of thoſe People, the Violence of their 
Tempers rendering them capable of every 


thing that's deſperate, made me reſolve to 


proceed with her only by fair means. To that 


end therefore, after a little Conſideration, 


1 follow'd her into the Garden, where I per- 
ceiv'd, from the Window, ſhe was gone; and, 
ſubmitting my Temper as much as poſſible, 
{aid all the obliging things I could invent, tel- 
ling her, that as I had been inform'd by Roſi- 


 mundathatſhe was of a Rank ſuperiour to what 


moſt People believ'd her, how noble it would 


be 


that my Paſſion makes me utter things 7 5 
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before I had never ſeen her wear ; You ſeem 


amaz'd, (reſumed ſhe) but it is infinitely in my 
ower-to make you ſo much more ; foraſmuch 
as you imagine yourſelf-affronted by the Offer 
I have made you, know, that ſhe who wiſhes 
to be Miftreſs of your Heart, is already ſo of 
your Deſtiny. | 9 
THIS laſt part of her Diſcourſe making 
me think her Brain a little touch'd, I began 
to pity her, and anſwering more ſeriouſſy 
than elſe I would have done; J am ſenſible of 
your Zeal to ſerve me, (ſaid I) and have all 
the Gratitude imaginable for it—but, Fatyma, 
I would have you think within yourſelf how | 
improbable it is we ſhould be made for one 
another; and that the Paſſion you ſay you 
have for me gives you no right to be the Diſza 
poſer of my Deſtiny. But yet I am fo,” 
(interrupted ſhe fiercely) your Fate lies hid in 
Clouds as dark as Night, or my own Viſage, 
reveal'd only to me, never to be expos'd to 
other Eyes, unleſs you yield to make me 
ſharer of it—Think not that I am mad, or 


ſible to be effected for, to prove the Truth 


of what I have further to relate, thus much 
IJ will inform you, that Rofimunda was 


not your Mother but for the reſt— 
If this be real, (cry'd I, ſtrangely alarm'd) and 
there be more of Wonders in thy Meaning, 
as more there muſt be there are Ways to 
force thee to relate it, if Perſuaſions alk 
Drive me not therefore to Extremes, (conti- 
nud I, a little more calmly) but let that Ten- 
derneſs which you pretend to have for me, 


prevail to eaſe the Doubts thy ſtrange Dit- 


courſo 


(55) 

courſe has rais d. By Heaven, I never will, 
(reph'd ſhe reſolutely) your Threats more 
move my Scorn than Terror ; that Heart 
which has, like mine, endur'd the Pangs of 
hopeleſs Love, can fear no other Racks 


already torn by thy Diſdain and Cruelty, I 


look with contempt on all the leſſer Torments 
which Wheels and Whips have power to in- 


flict.— No, Sir, (added ſhe, after a little pauſe) 


your Love's alone the Price can buy this Se- 


cret ; all other Bribes are as much unworthy 
my Acceptance, as the Force you talk of is 


beneath my Confideration. She quitted the 
Room in ſpeaking theſe Words, which were 
utter'd in an Accent ſo haughty and aſſur'd, 
as made me not doubt but ſhe had a Refolution 


equal to what ſhe pretended. Tis impoſſible 
to tell you how I was embarraſs'd at this Ac- 


cident: I found ſome ſhadow of Truth in 
* what ſhe told me, becauſe of the little Ten- 


derneſs I ever had for Roſimunda. But the 


Conditions Fatyma would impoſe on me, 
ſeem'd more grievous than the Obſcuriry ſhe 


caſt on my Birth: Nevertheleſs, the Charac- 
ter of thoſe People, the Violence of their 


Tempers rendering them capable of every 
thing that's deſperate, made me reſolve to 


proceed with her only by fair means. To that 


end therefore, after a little Conſideration, 
1 tollow'd her into the Garden, where I per- 


ceiv'd, from the Window, ſhe was gone ; and, 


ſubmitting my "Temper as much as poſſible, 


{aid all the obliging things I could invent, tel- 


ling her, that as I had been inform'd by Ro- 


munda that ſne was of a Rank ſuperiour to what 


moſt People believ'd her, how noble it would 
| | | be 


(07 -: 
be to prove ſhe merited not the Ill- Fortune 
ſhe had met, and I was of a Diſpoſition as 
much averſe to any thing which had an Air 
of Compulſion as ſhe could be; and fince 1 
did not go about to uſe any to her, entreated 
ſhe would not be leſs generous to me, but 
leave the Reward of that good Action ſhe 
told me was in her power to do me, to my 
own Gratitude ; which would certainly make 
me more at her devotion than any Promiſe 
ſhe ſhould extort from me, could bind me to be. 
TO all this ſhe made me no anſwer for 
Tome time, but, while I was ſpeaking, ſeem'd 
to regard me with a ſcornful Smile. Sir, | 
(ſaid ſhe, at laſt) J know you think it an ealy | 
matter to deceive a Woman, eſpecially one 
that loves you; but thoſe of my Country and 
Complexion are more wary -I ſtill inſiſt on 
the Conditions before-mention'd, which if 
you refuſe, the Secret ſhall die with me— 
Fn *tis at your choice either with Fatyma to be 
#141088 prov'd the Son of one of the moſt illuſtrious 
| Families in the Kingdom which claims your 
Birth, and the undoubted Heir of vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions; or, without her, to remain Meſares 
Kill, ignorant of your Birth, and Mafter only 
of a few Plantations ; which, tho* enabling 


V . . 


. 
n 
3 


94 you to make a figure here, is nothing in com- 
js petition with what is your Due elſewhere. | 
1 She urg'd many more Reaſons to perſuade 
me how happy I might be in a Wife who | 
lov'd with that Exceſs of Paſſion ſhe did. 
But her Arguments were of no more force | 
with me, than mine with her; and 1 was | | 
obliged to leave her in the ſame Humour in 5 
which I had found her. _ a: 
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plexity, during which time I ſcarce ever ſlept 


4 f 5 
» * 2 
F \ 
3 
— * 


E 16 HT Days paſs d away in this Per- 


or eat; what the had told me, and which 1 

ueſtion'd not but ſhe had grounds for, run 
ſo much in my head, that to have been aſcer- 
tain*d, I would have given any thing but 


What ſhe demanded. I ſeveral times offer d 


to make over to her all the Eſtate left me by 
Roſfimuuda, and great part of that ſhe gave 
hope of here, if that might have purchas'd 
the Secret; but in vain: ſhe was ſtill the 
ſame. At laſt, with a prodigious deal of 
difficulty, I prevail'd on her to ſoften the mat- 
ter ſo far, as, inſtead of obliging myſelf to 
marry her, I ſhould engage myſelf to marry 
no other Woman, without ſhe' herſelf gave 
conſent, and that ſhe ſhould always live with 
me, in what State ſoever I ſhould happen to 


be caſt. 
I'T was certainly the Effect of a very great 
Paſſion which made her farisfy'd, ſince the 


could not perſuade me to make her my Wife, 
that I ſhould not give to any other a Title 


which ſhe imagin'd ſo great a Bleſſing: and 


I, for my part, was well enough contented 


to enter into Obligations never to marry 
without her Approbation, which I well ſaw 
ſhe never would give to any one; becaule . 
at that time I thought I knew enough of my 
own Heart, not to be much afflicted if I never 
enter'd into that Condition. As ſoon as L 


had given her the neceſſary Aſſurances proper 


to ſecure the Performance of the Covenant, 
As an Earneſt (aid ſhe) of what I can inform 
you, know, that the Name of Meſares includes 


that of Orſames, which is your true one; that 
1 Ro- 


r 
Roſimunda was in reality Argina; and that 
your Mother, who dy'd when you were bur 
two Years old, was call'd Arſeſue——Scarce 
had the Stranger pronounc'd theſe words, 
when Philemena and I gave a Cry of Joy, 
which ſurpriz'd him no leſs than the Diſ- 
eourſe he had lately related he had had with 
Fatma had done; but, reſtraining. ourſelves 
as well as we were able, Go on, Sir, (ſaid 
Philemena) you are with People very much 
diſpos d to ſerve you: She that you juſt now 
name'd, has been ſo dear to us, that I doubt 
not but you will become infinitely fo too. If 
ſo, Madam, (anſwer'd he) I ſhall have no far- 
ther reaſon to complain. Fatyma told me 
alſo, (continu'd he) that ſhe had certain Proofs 
which might not appear conſiderable to me, 


but would be greatly ſo to thoſe to whom 
I belong'd : But to clear up this Matter 
thoroughly, we muſt quit Mexico, and come 


hither ; And to convince you perfectly, (added 
ſhe) here is the Cap and Dreſs in which you 


was ſtole away; at the ſame time taking out 


of a little Trunk, of which ſhe was always 


particularly careful, a Dreſs and Cap ſuch as 
Children generally wear : You may judge, 
(/aid ſhe) that they who have loſt you, will 
eaſily know this again. Supported by all theſe 


Proofs, what Argina diſcover'd to me cannot 
be ſuſpected, ſince I am of too diftant a 


Country to have learn'd your Fate from any 
other Perſons than thoſe concern'd in it. Your 
Name, your Mother's, and ſome particular 
Inſtances of the Affairs of your Family, with 
which by the ſame means I am acquainted, 
will be additional convincing Proofs. 508 
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ſome farther talk with her, which help? 4 to 
aſſure me, that what ſhe ſaid was certain. 


After which, I waited on the Vice-Roy, who 
was not the ſame who had educated and pre- 


fer'd me, but who had as great a regard for 


me; for you know, Ladies, that the Kings 


of Hain beſtow thoſe great Dignities only 
for three Years: my Patron had, as a parti= 
cular Favour, enjoy'd it fix, and, when he 
quitted it, had recommended me ſo well to 
his Succeſſor, that I always found in him a 
readineſs to ſerve me. I acquainted him 
with part of what Fatyma had told me, and 
the Deſign I had of coming hither with her, 
to prove the Truth of what ſhe made me 
hope. He advis'd me to it, and gave me 
leave to make uſe of ſome Ships juſt then rea- 


dy to fail for Europe. 


1 ſettled my Affairs with all imaginable ex- 
pedition, and having placed truſty Perſons in 
my Houſe, and ſtock'd myſelf with a pretty 
large Parcel of Mony and Jewels, embark'd 
with Fatyma, and her myſterious Cabinet. 
The Winds favouring my Wiſhes, in due 
time we arriv'd near Brittany, where Fatyma 
told me our Search was to begin; aſſuring me 
I had an Aunt named Armira, but that ſhe 
being my Enemy, it was wholly improper I 


fhould make myſelf known to her, till I had 
ſeen others of my Relations more inclin'd to 


ſerve me. I ſubmitted to her Directions, 
and, after great Enquiries, we were inform'd 
that ſhe was dead, and that her only Son re- 
ſided in the Capital of this Province. Fatyma 
told me 'twould be of rhe utmoſt Conſe- 
quence to go thither, becauſe there were 


Per- 
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Perſons who woyld, by the Proofs ſhe had 


TILL rule'd by her, we ſer out, but 


to give, be obliged to.own me. 


the Troubles of my Mind, Change of Air, 
and Fatigues of my long Voyage and Journey, 
' threw me into a little fort of a Fever; and I 


have been obliged to ſtay at a Village about 
a: Mile diſtant from this Caſtle. Growing 
ſomething better, the Pleaſure of this Wo 


- 


invited me to partake of its Refreſhments ; | 
and paſſing through it, I was ſtruck with the 


moſt amazing Sight of a beautiful Lady aſleep, 
at the foot of a Tree; my Eyes being per- 
petually fatigu'd with the ſight of Fatyma, I 


was glad to divert the Idea of her by that 


char ming Object- 9 fatally ro my Repoſe, 
and her Safety, as it afterwards pro d: I 


drew near, and was inform'd by ſome of her 
Women, that her Name was Julia, and that 
ſhe liv'd in this Caſtle with her Mother and 


her Aunt. I figh'd with Grief at being 


obliged to leave her; and, re-mounting my 
Horſe, turn'd back full of Emotions, which 


before were Strangers to me; but though I 


was convinc'd it was the Sight of that divine 


Perſon which had occaſion'd *em, I could not 
reſiſt the inexpreſſible Delight of looking on 
her : tho' my Horſe went forward, my Eyes 
were turn'd backward——T ſaw her riſe, 
before I was out of ſight ; but ſhe walking 
this way, I loſt that Satisfaction; and I had 
nothing to conſole me, but the Hope. that 
there was a Poſſibility I might ſome time or 
other renew that Happineſs. I was ri- 
ding flowly on, when my Contemplations 
were diſturb'd by a ſudden and moſt as Da 

Cry, 


er N 9 o wh N = 2 oY I n 9 . Le af n 8 > 
R : „ B Be fk 0 2 a PAD ES 5 . , W N 
F „ ů WWW ]ꝗq ᷣꝶ ã̃iA iL e SLY , 8 . 1 
JT. EEE TTL be Ds TY 3 NS k W n 4 0 
J a . . 7 - 1 7 FE 6, b 

be 8 N 8 Og vx . 7 t NN Os fog 


= * - + 4 * ” A nn 
ii Fare : Ss * 4 . xe py 
F 4 ue , V979wV˙f. 
o „ d 08 and I IIER 
e 3 a: CI a A WES 200; kg LET > PW Ie 


J)) ISR INT, WER, abr 
C 


. 
8 N 
a Os >, 7 


n * N 3 
2 . 
fag + 8 e 


R 


r 
5 9 5 5 ern : 9 
PROPS OTE ELF od BEE I We AT A ES. x 0 i N r * 2 0 ah 
a N 4 8 a 7 * S ˙ 6 Hef” — cc FF TO EW IO OE 2d OI I en As IEA EC EINE iS. x 2 . 
enn Toon, 9 E ˖ ͤ ͤ T VVT * 3 J ESC nn RNS CONKLE ates od De AE 3 8 1 p 
* Wu 4 A „ 2 N . 3 „ . wrt > 7 A 
e e n CDS IE F bn T2 EW RS JJC TILE II DELIAESE en, » DES 5 8 : * 0 
. 6 r . Sp) £ 7 5 n >! od ISAS IANS E 2 S 3 3 WN 3 
„„ 5 * II I ORL VVV 8 ET” 0 : I Tn - 
f * R 3 5 * . 2 N MES 22 8 4 7 7 8 eo oy ; . 4 8 
2 6 K * , 1 _ 7 88 * Cs pa 2 . . ET 5 >, 9 3 . Ka 


* N e 3 n a . 
FCC 
FFF 


* r 
„ 
IP" 4 5 5 85 . * be, "FE 


form ourſelves. In the mean time, look on 


(61) 


Cry, it ſeem'd of Women, which made me 
return with all the ſpeed I could, believing I 
might be of ſervice : But, O God! with 
what Words can I make you ſenſible of the 
Aſtoniſnment, the Horror, the Diſtraction 
which all at once invaded me, when I ſaw 
Fatyma flying along the Road with my Picture 

in one Hand, and a bloody Dagger in the 
other, and at the ſame time beheld the beau- 
tiful Julia in the Condition you found her? 
But what is impoſſible for me to expreſs, 1 


1 
doubt not but your own Thoughts will N 


conceive. The preſumptuous Confeſſion 

make to you of my Love to Julia, which is 
as violent as it is ſudden, muſt needs make 
you judge the Deſpair of a Man, who ſees 
the Perſon he adores aſſaſſinated by the Wo- 
man who is poſſeſs d of the Secret of his Life, 
and convince you that he can have but little 
regret at dying, after ſo unhappy an Acci- 


den.. 


HEAVEN ( /aid Philemena, ſeeing he had 
done ſpeaking) conducts its Favourites by ſe- 
cret Ways to Happineſs ; and you may expect 


| every thing from that invincible Hand, that 


has, contrary to your Hopes, led you to the 
only Place where you can be inform'd of your 
Fate. Yes, doubtleſs, (added Y and I make 


no queſtion but that you are that Orſames 


whole Loſs has coſt us ſo many Tears. If 


ve ſeek further Proofs, tis rather to aſ- 


ſure you of what you are, than from any 
Diſtruſt of ours. Fatma is too neceſſary a 
Perſon to loſe, and if Julia is in no danger, 
we will endeavour by gentle Methods to in- 


this 


* 
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this Houſe as your own; if you are Orſamer, 
as tis ſcarce probable you ſhould be any 
other, you'il here find your Relations, Friends, 
and the Perſons who ought to be deareſt to 
you. 


I E ſeem'd very much aſtoniſn'd at this 


Diſcourſe from me; but his Surprize hin- 
dred him not from anſwering it in the moſt 
obliging and reſpectful manner; aſſuring us, 


that he ſubmitted himſelf entirely to us. He 
ut us in mind that we ſhould ſend to his 
Lodaing for the Cabinet; we deſired he 
would fetch it himſelf, making no ſcruple of 
giving him that Mark of our Confidence : 
Pr it was already evident enough to us, that 
he was really Orſames. | 5 


* 


HE immediately took horſe, and during 


his abſence we went into Julia's Chamber, 


whom we found in a violent Fever, which 
gave us great uneaſineſs: I left Philemena 


with her, and went to Fatyma, whom I found 
ſo loſt in Thought, that ſhe ſaw me not till 
T had been a conſiderable time in the Room, 


and had ſeated myſelf in a Chair directly 


oppoſite to that ſhe was in; but having at 
length perceiv'd me, ſhe aroſe, and looking 
on me with a reſHlute Countenance Ma- 
dam, (ſaid ſhe) Lam prepared to meet the 
worſt you can inflict ; if you are come to give 
me notice of my Death, be afſſur'd I dread it 
not. If you have no regard for your own 
Life (anſwer d I) tremble for that of your 
Lover Meſares' Head ſhall pay the For- 
feit of your Crime. Meſares (interrupted 
ſhe) is innocent: and ſhould your Vengeance 
fall on him, Jaſtice would bluſh to have her 
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a Surprize.) 
reſt you in his Fate, by means you are yet far 


. 


ſacred Name prophane'd in ſuch an Act of 
Horror —Bur there's no need (continu'd 
ſhe) to loſe my Fears for him; tis eaſy for 
me to arreſt the Blow, tho' the up-lifted Ax 
was ready to deſcend with utmoſt fury on 
What mean you? (cry'd I, affecting 
I mean (reſume'd ſhe) to inte- 


from imagining ; but you muſt permit me to 
{ce him firſt, and ſpeak to him without Wit- 
neſſes: and in return for that Favour, I 
{wear by all things holy, to inform you of a 


Secret which very much 1mports you to be 
_ acquainted with. Jou ſhall have your de- 


lire, (/aid I) but promiſe me that you will 


make no attempt on your own Life. She 


vow'd ſhe wou'd not, and J left her to go 


and give an account to Philemena of our Con- 
verſation, who was prodigiouſly pleas'd with 


the Trick I had frighted her with. 
As we were diſcourſing on this wonder- 


ful Effect of Providence, Orſames return'd 


with the Cabinet; but the Key being in Fa- 
iy ma's poſſeſſion, we wou'd not break it open, 
for fear of irritat ing her, and preventing her 
from diſcovering what we wiſh'd to learn. 
We thought proper to defer till the next day 
the bringing Orſames to her preſence, and in 
the mean time found ſo many Charms in his 
Converſation, that we thought we cou'd not 

ſufficiently admire him. We ſhow'd him 

the Picture of Arſeſue, and he aſſur'd us he 


felt more ſoft Emotions at the ſight of that, 


than ever he did at all the Tenderneſs that 
Ro/imunda had expreſs'd for him. 


WE 


l al et : 
* 


1 
WE paſs'd the reſt of the Day in telling 
him the Particulars of the Life and Death of 
that amiable Lady; but without letting him 
into any of them, which we imagin'd were 


known to Fatyma. He appear d very much 


touch d at the account we gave him, and the 


Power of Blood ſeem'd to manifeſt itſelf in 


him every time we prohounc'd the Name of 
Arſeſne. FFV 


AFTER fach like Diſcourſes, we again 
went to ſee Julia, whom we found. ſome- 
what better, but very weak and faint. Or- 


James begg'd leave to watch with her Women, 
never thinking her living but when he faw 
her. We would not fufter that, but to ſa- 
tisfy him, gave him a Room ſo near ' hers, 


that he cord every moment hear News from 


her. The Night being pretty much ad- 
vanc'd, we forc'd him to retire: it was very 
late when Philemena and I went to bed, but 
we had the ſatisfaction of leaving Julia en- 
tirely free from her Fever, which gave us 

THE next Day, as ſoon as Orſames thought 
it a proper time, he begg d leave to ſee us, 
and being enter'd into Philemena's Apartment, 


ſome hours of undiſturb'd Repoſe. | 


Madam, (aid he to her) I come to entreat 


your Permiſſion for my Interview with Fa- 
tyma—— cannot bear living in this Uncer- 


tainty; the Favours you ſhow me are too 


precious to be thrown away I dread my 


not being that Orſames you fo much with to 


find, and of conſequence not deſerving of 
them. I aflure you, Sir, (reply'd Philemena, 


with an obliging Smile) ſhould you not be the 
Perſon we believe you are, we ſhall not 


how- 
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(6%) 
however ceaſe from having a very great 
eſteem for you; and it would be more our 
loſs than your's, to find ſuch unequal'd Perfec- 
tions are not the portion of him to whom we 
have determin'd to give Julin. He ſigh d 


at thoſe words, which gave her occaſion to 
proceed. I have hitherto (added ſhe) heard 
nothing but what ſerves to perſuade us you 
are really that Orſames we wiſh to prove you: 
And here is Beliſa, who is more convinc'd 
of it than Tam. Therefore, dear Siſter, ( pur- 


Jud ſhe) ſatisfy his Impatience, carry him to 


Fatyma, and bring matters to a coneluſion; 
for our common Good. 

I took too much intereſt in ſuch a Deciſion 
not to comply; ſo taking him by the hand, 
1 led him to the Chamber where Fama was 
ſecur'd : She was in bed when we came, 


and the Women I had left with her told us, 


ſhe had not clos'd her Eyes the whole night, 
but had ſpent it in continual Agitations. 
They told her Meſares was come, ſhe begg d 
us to draw near I ask pardon, Madam, 
(aid ſhe to me) for receiving you in this 
manner; but the Reſolution I have taken, 
and which after I have ſpoken to Meſares 
you ſhall be inform'd of, will I hope plead 
my Excuſe. I atiſwer'd her with as much 
gentleneſs as ſuch a Diſcourſe requir'd, and 


having told her ſhe was free to entertain him, 


I left em, ordering my Women to keep at a 


_ diſtance. TI was no ſooner gone, but cauſing 


him to ſit down on the bed-fide, Well, Sir, 
(ſaid ſhe) was it not enough for the unhappy 
Fatyma, that ſhe cou'd not inſpire you with 
Love, but ſhe muſt alſo incur your — a 

— 5 _— 


(66) 


Tis my Affection for you that has made me 


guilty, and the Motive, methinks, might in- 
duce you to pardon the Effect. Love is not 


now the queſtion, (auſwer d he, ſomewhat ſul- 


leniy) you have committed a moſt deteſtable 


Action; you. have brought Affliction, and 
Thaps Death, into a worthy and innocent 
amily: But, Fatyma, a Pardon for all theſe 


Misfortunes is in your hands, in diſcovering 


immediately what you know of my Birth. 


I ſee plainly (ſaid ſbe) the Action which my 


jealous Paſſion for you has influenc'd me to 


commit, will be a Pretence for you, out of 


your growing Love to Julia, to break thro” 


the ſolemn Promiſe you made me never to 


marry without my approbation——"Tis {till 
in my power (added fþe) even tho* to pur- 


chaſe my Pardon I reveal all that I know of 
you, to keep you ftill unhappy, by never 
giving that Conſent, without which I know | 


your Paſſion. But you ſhall find that I de- 


your Honour will not permit you to gratify 


ſpiſe all that muſt happen from Compulſion; 
you were born to compleat my Misfortunes, 
J to deliver you from hours: Therefore re- 


member that if my Paſſion has been the 
Cauſe of ſome little Uneaſineſs to you, it is 
now going to eſtabliſh your Happineſs for 


ever. But now (continu'd ſhe) let Philemena 
and Beliſa come in; for 1 will further explain 


myſelf only before them: and let the Cabinet 
which I have been entruſted with, be 
brought. | 


of my Women to fetch us; the Vivacity 


with which he did it, made the unhappy 
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all his Wealth, which ſhe never 


"> 67 ) 
Faiyma ſigh ; but the Reſolution ſhe had ta- 
ken, prevented her from giving any farther 
loofe to the inward Perturbations of her 
Soul. When we were come into the Room, 
and had ſeated ourſelves, beginning thus— 

 *Tisto you, Madam, (ſaid ſhe, addreſſing her- 
ſelf to me) that I owe an Account of this 

Gentleman's Fortune, therefore ſhall declare 
to you that he is Son to Arſeſue, and tis 
Name Orfames ; his Governeſs Argina, who 
"ct for his Mother under the Name of 
Rofmunda, was never wanting in her Affec- 
tion to him, in any particular, except in ta- 


to be agreeable to one of the richeſt Mer- 
chants in Mexico, he married her, died in a 
ſhort time after, and left her in Fee 

pare'd lay- 
ing out for the ſervice of young Orſames ; for 
when this happen'd, he. was but a Child. 


- king him from his Family——and happening 


By a moſt unhappy Turn of Fortune, I was 


brought to Mexico, and preſented to Raſi- 
munda in no other quality than a Slave ; 


but finding, as ſhe was pleas'd to tell me, 


ſomething that appear'd far different from 
the Station I was in; the made of me a 


Friend inſtead of a Servant: I had ſo great 
a ſhare of her Confidence, that ſhe inform'd 
me, while her Eyes ſtream'd. with repentant 


Tears, of every thing that Armira, Siſter- in- 


Law to Arſeſue, had one to prevail on her to 


carry him away, that his Eſtate might come 


to her own Son, whoſe Name, I think, is Ari- 


mont—She told me alſo, that your Brother 


Dorantes was Guardian to Orſames, and that 
you was to have been married to Philintus, 


Hgrotber 


K 2 


0 
Brother to Arſeſue, and not long before her 
death put into my hands this Cabinet, in 
which were the Clothes and Cap Orſames had 
on, when he was taken from his Mother's 


Houſe. The ſecret Paſſion I had for Orſames, 


made me remember every particular of what 
ſhe told me: I conſtrain'd myſelf, however, 
to conceal what I felt from her, or him who 
had occaſion'd it, while ſhe lived ; but after 
her death knowing myſelf the only ſurviving 
 Miftreſs of his Fate, I muſt confeſs I enter- 
tain'd the moſt preſumptuous Hopes, and 
atcominely poke to h. 
YOU may ſpare yourſelf the pains of 


| relating all that paſs'd between us in Mexico, 
{cry'd Orſames) it being nothing material to 
the buſineſs which is requir'd of you, and 


come to that part of ir which more nearly 
will concern the Company. © Tg Ig 
I doubt not (reſum'd Fatyma) but my Paſ- 
j fion 1s fo very odious to you, that you cannot 
well endure the Repetition of it; but, Sir! 
of. C ö , „ 12101082. ; 
you ſhall ſoon, very Toon be eas'd of it, and 


«% 4 


the Owner alſo. A great Sigh ſucceeded | 


theſe words, but ſummoning all her Courage, 
I will only then (conti nud ſhe) add, that Or- 
James receiv'd my Declaration of Love with 
that Contempt, which his Diſlike of me made 
him think it deſery'd'; but the Curioſity of 
knowing his Birth, at length prevail'd on 
him to bind himſelf never to marry without 
my leave and approbation : which, ſince I 


could obtain no more, gave me ſome ſatiſ- 


faction to think twas in my E tq prevent 

any of my Sex, who ſhoul 

more agreeable in his eyes, from enjoying 
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9} 5 
a Happineſs which was deny'd to me. He 
ſubmitting himſelf to my Conduct, we em- 
bark'd with the firſt Ship, and in due time 
landed here in Brittany: As Argina had in- 
form'd me that Armira was of that Province, 
I ſecretly enquir'd into her Affairs, and was 
told of the Law-Suit ſhe had with you, of 
her Death, and of the Confeſſion ſhe had 
made to you. I heard too, that Dorantes had 
been married, and had a Daughter by his 
Lady, ſince the loſs of Orſames; that ſhe 
was ordain'd to be his Bride, if ever he re- 
turn'd ; that you, Madam, by the laſt Will 
of that dear Brother, was left Guardianeſs 
of all the Effects which had been in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Arſeſue, till News ſhould be heard 
of her Son. All theſe Particulars, which Ro- 
ſimunda cou'd not poſſibly know (as being at 
too great a diſtance, and ſome of them hap- 
pening after. her Deceaſe) I learn'd from the 
People of this Country; and judging you 
the Perſon moſt proper to be firſt acquainted 
with Orſames, we directed our Journey hi- 
ther, tho without letting him know to whom 
we were coming. We ſtopt within a mile of 
your Caſtle, being deſirous of informing my 
felt if you were here, before I told him any 
thing of you. Il ſoon heard you were, 
and that your Niece alſo, the too beautiful 
Julia, was with you. I preſently knew it 
was the ſame ordain'd to be Orſames* Wife 
whenever he was found, and was alarm'd 
with moſt terrible Apprehenſions ; but the 
Vow I had extorted nk him, enabled me 
ty ſuſtain 'em.——Indulging my melancholy 
Thoughts one day in the adjoining "* I 
5 | w 


(90) 


faw you there with the fatal Julia: I foon 


gueſs d who you were, and refolving to be 
certain, follow d at a diſtance, till I ſaw you 
enter the Caſtle. I return'd home full of 


Rage, Jealouſy, and Deſpair ; the Charms of 


Julia, which I had been now an Eye-witneſs 
of, made me refolve never to truſt Orſames 
with her Sight, not doubting but he would 


break thro? all Vows, all Obligations, rather 


than render himſelf miſerable, by refuſing the 


Bleſſing ordain'd for him by her Father. I 
el ex to be out of humour that I could 


ear nothing of thoſe Perſons Roſimunda had 
told me of that I beliey'd ſhe had deceiv'd 
me with a fictitious Tale, and that I would 
have him think of returning to Mexico; for it 
would be but loft time to tarry here. But his 
Stars, ſtronger than my Reaſons, provided 


him with Arguments for ſtaying. I could by Þ 
no means prevail with him Y quit this Place, 


which he would often ſay ſeem'd natural to 


him. He ſpent moſt of his Days in riding 


up and down the Country, taking a va 

pleaſure in viewing the many beautiful Seats 

which are hereabouts. I never ſuffer'd him to 
alone, ſtill following, tho* unknown to 

c - 

© SOME days ago I loft his Picture in the 


Wood, I never told him of it till yeſterday, F 


when happening to be ſeen by him, I made 


the Search of that my Pretence for coming 


after him; finding he took the Road in the 


middle of the Wood, I ſtruck into the thick- 


eft Part of it, where I could, without being 
diſtinguiſhed by him, obſerve all his Motions : 
and when I ſaw him alight, I drew a littic 


; nearer, 
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| Surgeon being in the Houſe to attend Julia, we 


while lookin 


2, 


nearer, and diſcovered Julia and her Woz 
men I ſw every Agitation of his Soul 
on her, and read my Misfor- 
tune in his Countenance — It was with the 
utmoſt difficulty I reſtrain'd myſelf from fly- 
ing out, and diſturbing the Pleaſure he took 
in contemplating her; and I believe ſhould 
not have had the power to have done ſo long, 
but that when my Impatience was at the ut- 
moſt weißte, I ſaw him re-mount, and again 
purſue his Way: I was going to leave the 


Place, when I perceiv'd his Picture in the 


Hands of Julia. I preſently imagin'd he had 


given it her, and that this was not the firſt 


time they had ſeen each other. 'This Sugge- 
ſtion robb'd me of all that was conſiderative·—- 
I was no longer Miſtreſs of my Deſpair— - 
the worſt of Furies had the entire Poſſeſſion 
of my Breaſt —I drew my Dagger, flew like 

Lightning to her, and—Madam, you know 
the reſt, and may ſpare me the Repetition of 
a Crime which there's no way to expiate but 

this this is the only means to abſolve Orſames 
of his Vow, and purchaſe pardon for the 
unhappy Fatyma. In ſpeaking theſe words, 
ſhe drew a little Ponyard, which ſhe had 
conceal'd in the Bed, and ſtruck it into her 
Breaſt with ſo much fatal ſpeed, that none 


The Concern for what ſhe had done, ſuſ- 
pended our Acknowledgments of the Pleaſure 


A 


Perſon we ſo much wiſh'd to find him. 


immediately call'd for him, but he gave us but 


little hope of recovering her. At 
nearer, 5 | 


firſt ſhe 
ſtrongly 


* 


ſtrongly oppos d the dreſſing her Wound ; bu: 
Orſames, who was touch'd to the Soul at the 
Effect of her Deſpair, intreated her to live 
with ſo tender an Earneſtneſs, that ſhe at laſt 
conſented to have the Means apply'd. I 


ought not indeed, ( ſaid ſhe) to have diſturb'd 
the Tranſports of this happy Day, I ſhould: 
have join'd their Hands, whoſe Hearts I ſee 
already are cemented——pardon my ſtubborn 
 Soul-—She fainted away with theſe Words, 
but ſoon recovering enough to ſpeak ; Ma- 

dam, (ſaid ſhe to me) J had forgot one mate- 
rial Evidence of Orſames Birth, that Cabinet 
contains the Dreſs and Cap which he had on, 
when ſtole away, I beg it may be open'd ; 
Argina having told me you made a Preſent of 
it to Arſeſue, when ſhe was going to be mar- 
ry'd to your Brother, you doubtleſs will re- 
member it. She gave the Key to one of my 
Women, as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeaking, 
who bringing it to me open, I found, as ſhe 
ſaid, the very Cloths and Cap I had given 
him; the latter having been embroider'd and 


enrich'd with Pearls by my own Hands, I 


very well knew again. 90 
_ PHILEMENA and myſelf embrac'd him 
tenderly ;- ſhe defir'd him to look on her as 
his Mother, aſſuring him, that ſhe with plea- 
ſure ſaw his Inclinations agreed with the dy- 
ing Requeſt of Dorantes. 


ORS MES could not contain the exceſ- 


ſive Joy he felt at theſe Words; it broke out 
in the moſt rapturous Expreſſions: and Faty- 
ma, who had not the leſs Paſſion for having 
ſo much Reſolution, not able to ſuſtain the 


violent Emotions which all at once invaded her, 
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| ; but | 


you will find in that Cabinet 


(7) 
fell a ſecond time into a ſwoon. Orſames, 
who too late perceiy'd what he had done, af- 
ſiſted us 1n bringing her to herſelf, which as 
ſoon as ſhe was, with a Voice and Counte- 
nance which plainly told us Death was not 
far of. find (aid ſhe to Orſames) my 
lateſt moments are at hand the ſhocks T feel 
bring em on more ſwiftly than my Wound 
would do; I have but one Requeſt to make 
ne it, I beſeech you, not to marry Ju- 
za till J am laid in Earth, and when you 

have a leiſure hour, read o'er a Paper which 


it may 


give you ſome Conſolation to diſcover, ' that 


the Woman who thought the loſs of Life no- 
thing in competition with that of you, was 
of a Rank whoſe Love was not a Diſgrace, 
tho' it has been a Trouble to you. —She 
was oblig'd to pauſe for breath a-while as 
ſhe ſpoxe this, then ſtraining herſelf beyond 
her Strength, ſhe exhauſted her whole Stock 
in wiſhing him eternal Happineſs with 
Julia ( ſaid ſhe) She could no more, but 


linking ſoftly down in the bed, yielded to 
Fate a Life which had been full of Sorrows. 


There appear'd in her, notwithſtanding thoſe 
faulrs which raging Love and Jealouſy had 
occaſion'd, a2 Greatneſs of Soul in her Beha- 
viour, which methought look'd lovely 
neither Philemena nor mylelf could refrain 


from Tears, and Orſames teem'd overwhelm'd 


in generous Concern. The fight of his Grief 
oblig'd us to rouze from ours much ſooner 
than perhaps we ſhould elſe have done, and 
taking him by the hand, Come Sir (/aid Y 
permit us to lead you from the View of this 
+3 . irre- 


(3 

irremediable Misfortune, to aftord Julia the 
ſatisfaction of partaking in the Joy we have 
to find you are the Perſon Heaven has allot- 
ted for her. 


vacity, and his Cheeks their Freſhneſs At 


our entring her Apartment, we were told 


ſhe was entirely out of danger ; we told her 


the whole Story, and Philemena preſented Or- 


James to her as a Man who was to be her 
Husband, which ſhe ſeem'd to obey with 
pleaſure.— The Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition 


made her extremely concern'd at the fad ef- 
fects of Fatyma's Deſpair; and hearing us 


make mention of that Paper ſhe had deſir' d 
Orſames to read, begg'd we might ſatisfy her 
Curioſity and our own at the fame time, by 
examining the Contents of it in her Chamber : 
We all agreed to it; I ſent for the Cabinet, 


and finding a Scroll of Paper carefully fealed, 
made no doubt but it was that, and ty it to 


Orſames to break open, which he did, and 


found written on the top, The Miygfortunes of 


Fatyma. 


BU T (continu'd Beliſa, looking on her Watch) | 


I am afraid it will be breaking too far into 


the hours allow'd us for Repoſe, to enter in- 


to this Hiſtory to- night; beſides, if you are 
not tir'd with what I have already related, 


the remainder will ſerve for a part of 


your Entertainment to-morrow. — Tho' all 


the Company were prodigiouſly charm'd both. 


with the Hiſtory, and her Manner of telling 
it, and had a kind of impatient Curioſity to 


know the Concluſion, yet believing it would 


be 


The Name of Julia had the 
effect I wiſh'\d—his Eyes recover'd their Vi- 
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7 | 
be too great a fatigue to her at that time, 
agreed to defer it till the morning. They 
waited on her to her Apartment, where they 
found Julia and Orſames. Thelamont again 
embrac'd him, and congratulated him on the 
Happineſs he was going to enjoy—all the 
amiable Society took part in their Deſtiny, and 
complimented them on it After which, they 


retir'd, to take the ſweets of that Repoſe, 


which never can be ſought in vain by thoſe 


whoſe Sentiments are noble, and whoſe Aim 


is Honour. 


SECOND DAY. 


FE N 4 HE Queen of Night, uneaſy that 
r Morpheus, ſhelter'd under the Um- 
Mz Sf brace of her Charms, ſhould ſo 


N AE . . . 
long detain, bound in his ſilken 


Fetters, Perſons, the leaſt moment of whoſe 
Lives loſt was an irreparable injury to the 
world ; with Vigour laſh'd her ſable Steeds to 
make way for the approach of Day: who 
ruſhing on the drouzy God, drove him reluc- 
tant to his dreary Cave,and open'd thoſe Eyes, 
that, in return, made him more reſplendent 
with-their Luſtr , 9 88 

THE hour for rhe Ladies to riſe in being 
come, inform'd Nania that ſhe might ſee Be- 
liſa : She paſs'd into her Apartment with Fe- 
licia, and having renew'd their mutual Prote- 
ſtations of the ſincere Friendſhip they had for 
each other, ſhe reminded her of the Impa- 
tience which, by her own, ſhe imagin'd her 
agreeable Company were in to know the 

Adventures of Fatyma ; which that obliging 
Lady being willing to gratify, accompany'd 
her with Julia and Felicia into the Hall, 

Where they found all the other Gueſts already 

up, 


acquainted with : I have here ( ſaid 


£77) 


up, and waiting their Approach. The uſual 


| Civilities of the Bonjour being over, —Beliſa 


taking a Paper out of her Pocket prevented 
the Intreaties they were about to make her, 


by telling them, ſhe thought it now a fit op- 


portunity to let em know that part of Fah- 
ma's Misfortunes, which they were yet un- 

ſhe) that 
Account of her Life which was written with 
her own hand, and at her Death communi- 
cated to Orſames it is this. In ſpeaking 


* + 


_ theſe words ſhe open d it, and read as fol- 


lows. 


SEA N 


The Secret Hiſtory and Misfortunes 
„ J Fatyma. 


I W A'S born in Fez, one of thoſe fone 


Kingdoms who have maintain'd their Li- 
berty from being enſlav'd by the o'erpower- 


ing Pride of Europe. My Father was Bro- 


ther and preſumptive Heir of the Crown, 
for the then reigning Monarch was without 
Children, and of an Age when none could be 
expected. — They liv d together in a perfect 
Amity, and free from all thoſe Jealouſies and 


Fears which too often are the portion of the 
Great. —My Father and my Uncle being ſuch 
as I have deſcribed 'em, *tis not to be doubted 


but that I was bred up in the higheft-Expec- 
tations. Our Palace was continually crowded 
with Ambaſladors from foreign Courts, whoſe 

| 3 5 Princes 


(78) 


but a fatal Inſenſibility prevented me from 


being pleas'd with any of the Offers made 


me; and I was too great a Favourite to have 
my Inclinations fore d. In the midſt of Royal 
Sollicitations, there was a Stateſman, no 
otherwiſe ennobled than by the Favours the 


King had undeſervedly conſerr'd on him, had 
the arrogance to hope That from me, which 


T had refus'd to ſo many Sovereign Princes; 
preſuming, that the ſame Subtilties which had 


procured his Advancement in Fortune, would 


alſo prevail on me. 


THIS TYamaxo (for that was his dim 
had the arrogance to tell me, that if I would 


conſent to marry him privately, he would 
eaſily {ind means to oblige my Father and the 


King to approve my Choice ; but when I re- 


ſented, as I ought, his Boldneſs, with the 
true Art of a Politician he vary'd the Mean- 


ing of his Words in ſuch a manner, as I 
| ſcarce knew what to make of them, and 
ſhould have been greatly puzzled to have re- 


preſented the Senſe of what he ſaid, if I 
had had a mind to it. It was however the 


Influence of my ill Stars which prevented me 


from complaining of his Preſumption, which 
had I done in time, it might have depriv'd 
him of that ſhare he had of the King's — 


dence, and conſequently fav'd us all from the 


Miſeries we have been ſince involy'd in. 

THAT Monfter, ſtill burning in a hope- 
leſs Paſſion for me, took meaſures for the 
Gratification of it, ſuch as perhaps no Age 


yet ever parallel'd: By the moſt unſuſpedted 


Inſinuations that Hell e'er taught, he infus'd 
« « . 4 ; 9 


Princes ſought the Alliance of our F amily; 


not, as that deteſted Villain gave ic ant, to 


2) 


a mutual Jealouſy between my Father and his 


Royal Brother; and in a ſhort time contriv'd 


it ſo, that they, before the deareſt and moſt © 
cordial Friends on Earth, grew the moſt inve- 
terate Enemies. He perſuaded the eaſy Na- 
ture of the credulous King, that my Father, 
impatient of Sovereignty, and growing uneaſy 
in a long Expectance, reſolv'd to mount the 
Throne by Force. To my Father he alledg'd, 
that the King, inſtigated by ſome falſe 
Friends, was made to believe he harbour'd 
treacherous Deſigns againſt him, which he 
reſolv'd. to circumvent, by having him pri- 


vately deſtroy'd. To avoid which, he diflua- 
| ded him from coming to Court, always to 


keep a Guard about his Perſon, and a thou- 
ſand other ſuch like things, which were ſuffi- 
cient to confirm the other in the 'Truth of all 


he had ſuggeſted. He brought it to that 


height, that at length the King gave orders 
for his Impriſonment, hoping thereby to tame 
an Ambition, which he would rather have 
admoniſh'd than chaſtis d: But before the 


Officers, who had the Command of ſeizing 


my Father, could reach our Palace, Tamaxo 


came, and with well counterfeited Zeal and 


Friendſhip, gave notice of the Danger, and 
advis'd him to make his eſcape. He did— 
and making no ſcruple of revealing to ſuch a 


Friend as he beliey'd Tamaxo, where he de- 
| fign'd to retire, by Letters they began a Con- 


ſpiracy, in which were afterwards a great 
number of the Nobility engaged. Every 
thing being ripe for Execution, my Father 
now led indeed an Army into the Field, tho? 


de- 


( 8 ) 


dethrone his Brother, but to vindicate him 


ſelf, and oblige him to reſtore him to thoſe 


poſſeſſions which his Flight had forfeited. 

THE King ſoon rais'd Forces to oppoſe 
him, Tamaxo was made the General, which 
gave him an opportunity of ſometimes fa- 
vouring one Party, ſometimes another, to 
keep the Event of War doubtful on both ſides ; 
while {till continuing to incenſe each by pri- 
vate Inſinuations, prevented either from 


liſtening to any Terms of Accommodation 


Numbers of unhappy Victims to this Wretch's 


baſe Deſigns fell in three Battels, in the laſt 
of which he diſtreſs'd my Father ſo much, 


that he was paſt hope of attempting another, 


when he receiv'd. a Letter from Tamaxo, with 


an Offer of declaring himſelf his Adherent, 
and bringing to his Party all the Forces liſted 


in his Name, if he in return would give him 


Fatyma. The Propoſal ſeem'd too advanta- 


geous to be refus'd, and all my Tears and 


Reluctance was in vain. He ſent him an 
Anſwer of Conſent, and charg'd me to diſ- 


ſemble my Concern. Then came the Words 


of Tamaxo freſh into my Mind, that he would 

nd means to oblige him to approve him for a 
Son. I told my Fatner of it, and my Opinion 
of his Proceedings, which was indeed a true 
one. But whether he lock'd on it only as the 
Effect of my Hatred which had incited me to 
raiſe this Story, or whether it was only the 
Exigence of his Affairs that made him regard- 
leſs of it, I know not; but he was deaf to 


all I urg'd, and began to prepare for the 


meeting cf Tamaxo, and tue folemnizing the 
intended Nuprials. 


r 


. Dh. OS. na. ³⁰ 1 Ae 


1 * 


9 tb & 


Lo 


IT 
THE Diſtraction of my Soul is not to be 


expreſs d; but being always Miſtreſs of an 
uncommon ſhare of Courage and Reſolution, 


I invented a Stratagem to deliver me from 
this moſt dreaded Evil, without conſidering 


what others I might meet with: I dreſt my- 
ſelf in one of my Page's Clothes, and having 
got the Watch-Word, made my eſcape thro 
the Centinels at dead of night. But it 'ha 


por not ſo well with me afterwards ; the 


ut-guards which were placed to watch the 


Wwe” - 


Counterſcarp of the King's Army, ſeiz'd on 


me, who being unprepar'd of an Excule, 


they took me for a Spy, and would not ſuffer 


me to go farther. I ofter'd them Bribes ſuffi- 


cient to have corrupted Perſons whom one 


would imagine leſs mercenary ; but they were 
either too honeſt, or too fearful, to accept 
them, and, in ſpite of all I could do, would 


carry me to Tamaxo. The terror I was in, 


that he ſhould know me, I believe contributed 


to make him do ſo; for I had neither the 


power to form any plauſible Story for my 
coming to their Camp, nor to diſguiſe my 
Voice in thoſe Anſwers I was obliged to make 
him. In fine, he diſcover'd who I was im-- 


mediately, and diſmiſſing thoſe who had 


3? 


brought me before him ; *Tis well, my lovely 


Fugitive ( ſaid he) is this a Habit or an Hour 


in which a Maid of your Quality and Nice- 
neſs ſhould chuſe to ramble 2 Do theſe noc- 
turnal Sallies become the Princeſs Fatyma ? 
Any thing becomes me better, (reply'd I, with 
my uſual Haughtineſs to him) than to be the 
Wife of ſo deteſted a Traitor as Yamaxo ; and 


_ tho' I find myſelf diſappointed in my intended 
_ —_ Flight, 
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„ 
Flight, be aſſur d thou never ſhalt reap any 
Advantage by my Misfortune; not all my 
Father's Power, not all thy Subtilties, ſhall 
terrify, or perſuade me to be thine ; thoſe 
who dare die, dare any thing. *Tis true, 
( Jaid he) and that methinks ſhould put Fatyma 
in mind, that Tamaxo, who often has prov'd the 

little Fear. he has of Death, may alſo prove, 


he fears not to make uſe of this Opportunity, 


which his good Stars have ſent him, to gratity 
the Impatience of his Paſſion, without waiting a 


flow Conſent, or the Formality of Ceremony. 


Yes, Fatyma, (continu'd he, his Eyes blaziug 
with luſeful Fires) J have you in my power, 


and will this Hour=this very Moment make 
uſe of it——And fo will I, (cry d I, drawing. 


a Dagger which T had conceal'd about me, in caſe 


any Accident ſhould happen) and plunged it in 


his Hcart.— To Hell! (/d Y) and from the 
King of Furies receive the juſt Reward of 


all thy Treaſons here. I ſtruck the Blow 


with ſo much Force, that the Weapon was 
quite buried to the Hilt in his Boſom. He 
ſpoke not, but falling on the Couch to which 
he was dragging me, expir'd immediately. 


T have often wonder'd ſince at the Preſence 


of Mind which aſſiſted me on this Occaſion ; 
I no ſooner ſaw him dead, than I ſearch'd his 
Pocket, and taking out his Seal, went di- 
rectly out of the Tent, and telling thoſe who 
kept it, that they muſt admit me Paſſage 


to the next Guard; on ſhowing them the 


Signal, was eaſily ſuffer'd to go thro* them: 


nor was it ſtrange I ſhould, Tamaxo had been 


uſed ſo frequently to ſend private Diſpatches 


in this manner to my Father, that they made 
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(53) 
no doubt but that I had brought, and was 
returning to him with ſome Intelligence. By 
this means did I paſs ſafely thro' the Lines, 
but not daring to venture my Father's Indig- 
nation, till the firſt Guſt of it was blown 
over, I went to a little Town on the Borders 
of Fez, deſigning to tarry there ſome time,, 


till I ſhould hear the Event of this War, and 


what was the Conſequence of Iamaxo's Death. 
Alas! I was inform'd of the Particulars but 


too ſoon ; my Father taking advantage of the 


Confuſion the Troops were in, by the ſudden 
Death of their General, fell on them imme- 
diately, and had indeed the better of them ; 
but what avail'd it, when he himſelf, and 
his only Son, my Brother, fell in the Battel. 


After his Death, the Conſpiracy was utterly 


diffoly'd, and his Papers being brought to the 
King, he by them diſcover'd the Means by 
which he had been drawn to form it, and 


took ſo violent a Grief at the knowledge, 
that he had been ſo much impos'd upon — 


the Treaſons of Tamaxo, that, being of an 


Age not able to ſtruggle with the Force of 
any extraordinary Emotions, he fell into a 


Diſeaſe, which in a few days put a period 
to his Life. 3 

_ HE was no ſooner expir'd, than a Nephew 
of Tamaxo's, having by his Death become 


Maſter of vaſt Poſſeſſions, and had the Army. 


entirely at his Devotion, took the Crown, 
without any oppoſition. Some few there 
were who urg'd my Right; but the Uncer- 


tainty what was become of me, ſilenc'd their 


Arguments; beſides, the Friends of Tamaxo 


had cans'd a Report to be ſpread abroad, 
| 2 | — 
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(84) 
that I was the Miſtreſs of his unlawful Love, 
and on ſome Jealouſy had murder'd him; for 
it was preſently known, by the purſuit that 
my Father made for me, and the Deſcrip- 


tion of the Habit in which I had made 


my eſcape, that it was I who ſtabb' d him. 
My Life was therefore proſcribed, and ' vaſt 
Rewards offer d to thoſe who ſhould take me. 
I was too ſenſible of the little Inclination the 
People of Fez, have of being under the Go- 
vernment of a Woman, join'd to the Know- 
ledge of the Number and Power of thoſe who 
were Friends to the Tyrant in Poſſeſſion, to 
expect any thing but Diſappointments, if I 


ſhould attempt to raiſe any Party againſt 


him: I therefore reſolv'd to ſit quiet, and be- 
ing by the late Troubles weary'd with the 
Fatigues and Turmoils which attend Gran- 


deur, was well Pre. contented to reſign 
my ſhare to thoſe whoſe more robuſt Spirits 


were better able to ſupport them. | 
I left the Place I was in, and keeping ſtill 
my true Quality diſguis d, found means to be 
introduced to the Princeſs of Morocco. She 
receiv'd me into her Family, and I liv'd there 
for more than two Years with as much Tran- 
quillity as my Misfortunes would permit me 
to enjoy, till the Prince, her Husband, ſeeing 
| ſomething in me, which he thought worthy 
an extraordinary regard, ſhe grew jealous ; 
but being of a „ cunning than 


paſſionate, conceal'd it, till ſne had an oppor- 
tunity of getting me convey d away in a Ship 
then ready to ſail for Mexico with Slaves, of 
which number I was made one. When landed, 
| I was expos d to Sale among the reſt ; it was 

. my 


TC 


na, b 


pleaſi 


„„ 
my good Fortune which, after ſuch variety of 


Evils, made Roſimunda think me worth her 
Purchaſe ; and with her it is that I deſire to 


remain, till Heaven is pleas'd to put an end 


to my Misfortunes, by taking me to itſelf, 
and the Society of thoſe who were ſo dear to 
me on Earth. 28 „ 


ALL the Company were extremely pleas'd 
with the Diſcovery of the Quality of her, 
who had declar'd herſelf the Lover of Or- 
James, and a great number of gallant things 
were ſaid to him on the occaſion ; after 
which, Beliſa reſum'd that Diſcourſe which 
the Adventures of Fatyma had broke off. 
Julia growing every day better and better, 
ſaid ſhe, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to Arimont, 
to deſire him to come immediately to me, and 


bring with him the proper Perſons to ac- 


knowledge Orſames ; he took poſt, and was 
ſoon follow'd by thoſe who were to be the 
Witneſſes : He appear'd ſo infinitely charm'd 
with him, that he took all the neceſſary ſteps 
to convince him, that. he prefer'd the plea- 
ſure of finding ſuch a Kinfn 

any Eſtate he could have poſſeſs'd without 
him. We ſpent about a Week in ſettling the 


Affairs of Orſames, in which time Julia was 
perfectly recover'd, excepting a little Weax- 


neſs. And as we had often talk'd to theſe 
accompliſh'd Cavaliers of the Perſons we 
moſt eſteem'd, they begg'd to accompany me, 
to deſire you, dear Urania, to partake of our 
Joy -I would have left Julia with Phileme- 
na, but ſhe would not deprive her of the 


pleaſure of coming to ſee you, nor ſeparate. 
EY her 


man as he was, to 


(7. 
her from Orſames, who is uneaſy to find him- 
ſelf a moment without her. Their Mar- 
riage is to be concluded in a few days, and 
I beg you to honour the Ceremony with your 
engaging Company, and that of your Friends; 
——it will be tolemniz'd at my Seat, to pre- 
vent the Crowd and Trouble of many Viſi- 
WIS. | | 
BELIS 4 having left off ſpeaking, and 
receiv'd the Thanks of all preſent, Urania 
inform'd her of the Law they had impos'd 
on themſelves during their ſtay in that place; 


and ſhe found it ſo much to her taſte, that ſhe 
promis'd to ſubmit to it with a great deal of 


pleaſure. As it was one of thoſe fine ſerene 


days which admit of walking, Urania pro- 


pos'd taking a turn till Dinner; they agreed 


to it, and they all repair'd to the Terraſs 
which commanded the River; after having 
admir'd the Proſpect, the happy Situation 


of the Houſe, and prais'd Urania for the ea- 


ſy and gallant manner with which ſhe re- 
ceiv'd her Company, every body ſeated. 


themſelves. I aſſure you, (ſaid Urania) you 


allow me a merit which 1s wholly owing to 
yourſelves; as I love and eſteem you all inft- 


nitely, 'tis that animates my Actions: what 
comes from the Heart, is always accompany'd 


with an air of Eaſe, which cannot be diſ- 
guis'd : my Temper is ſuch, that if the Com- 
pany were leſs agrecable to me, I ſhould be 
leſs ſo to them; and tho' I would not be 
wanting in good manners, I ſhould be under 
2 certain Conſtraint which would diſturb 
their Reception. gs: 


"Ti -- 


(97) 

T IS true, (ſaid Felicia) I have ſeen Ura- 
nia on ſuch an occaſion, and ſhe is not the 
ſame Perſon ; ſhe becomes as ſerious, and 
even ſomething more ſo with Perſons ſhe does 
not love, as ſhe is engaging and entertaining 
with thoſe ſhe does: and you may read in her 
Face almoſt every thing that paſſes in her 
Heart. A free and open Temper (cry'd Oro- 
phanes) is certainly a very great Charm, but 


ſtill, methinks, there ought to be a little Po- 


licy blended with it; and tho” all the world 
does not pleaſe us, 'tis our Intereſt to endea- 
vour to make ourſelves agreeable to them. 

What you call Policy (interrupted Camilla, with 
a gay Air) is nothing but Diſſimulation, and 


that is a fault I cannot pardon. You pro- 


nounce a little too haſtily, amiable Camilla (re- 


ply d Thelamont) there are occaſions when 


Diſſimulation is abſolutely neceſſary ; with- 


out it Kings could not ſupport the weight of 


their Crowns, preſerve or enlarge their Do- 


minions, or determine the different Intereſts 


of their Allies or Enemies. Lewis the XIth 
was the greateſt Politician, and the moſt ſpi- 
rituous Prince of his time; by Fineſſes where 


he ran no riſque, he often did more hurt to 


his Enemies, than if he had led an Army into 


their Countries. Policy is of ſo great efti- 


mation among Potentates, that Charles V. al- 
ways carry 'd the Life of Lewis XI. in his 
Pocket in all is Voyages; and it is a Remark, 
that in the midſt of a Court, the politeſt ſince 


the Roman Emperors, he every day allotted 


two hours to the reading it. Heary VIII. 


King of England did the ſame, but he un- 


luckily only imitated the Cruelty of it. 
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TH AT's what I waited for (cry'd Ca- 
milla) you muſt agree with me that Cruelty 
is often the Child of Policy. I grant (aid 


Orophanes) that Policy does ſometimes lead 


Princes to Actions that are cruel, and that 


Diſſimulation is a part of Policy; but it is al- 


ſo a neceſſary part of it to accompliſh great 


Actions, and when Glory is the Aim, tis 


even a Virtue to know how to diflemble well : 
and I praiſe that Art on ſome occaſions, as 
much as I blame it on others. To embrace 
one's Brother, and conceal one's Hatred, the 
better to get an opportunity for Revenge, as 
Nero did with Britannicus, is a criminal Diſ- 


ſimulation ; as was the Action of Artaxerxes 


towards Artaban, who pretended his Armour 
hurt him, and deſir d that Warrior to change 
with him, which he did; but he had no ſoo- 
ner pull'd it off, than Artaxerxes plung'd a 
Poniard into his Breaſt. Theſe are Proven 
of Diſſimulation, unworthy rot only of the 


Royal Majeſty, but of all Men of Honour, 
and which ought to be avoided as the Ruin 


of Glory and Reputation. Lewis XI. was 
once guilty of an Action, to which he was 


neither induc'd by Policy nor a neceflary Diſ- 
ſimulation ; which will ſhow you, that when a 


Prince is cruel, he locks on his Subjects no 


otherwiſe than as Goods, which he may dif- 


pole of according to the Time, Place, or his 
. own Caprice. . 


IN the Reign of that Wonach the Cu- 


ſtom of travelling to the Holy Land was very 


prevalent. The Prior of S. Coſme, near Plai- 


fir le Tours, a Man of exemplary Piety, out 
of the Exceſs of his Devotion, determin'd to 


0 


&0 thither. He 
tain'd it, and ſetting forth, arriv'd ſafely at 


Jeruſalem; but in his return was taken by 


the Bulgarians, and made a Slave. He con- 


tinu'd twelve years in that unhappy Situa- 


tion. The length of his Abſence perſuaded 
every body he was dead, and one of the 


King's Chaplains, believing the Priory va- 
cant, begg d it of him, who gave it without 


ſcruple. Accordingly, he took poſſeſſion of it. 
SOME Years after, the old Prior having 


regain'd his Liberty, return'd to France, op- 


preſs'd with Age and Misfortunes : His firſt 
Care was to repare to his Priory ; but finding 
it was fill'd, went to the Court, which was 


then at Plaifir-le-Tours ; his venerable Air, 


which a long Beard had render'd more com- 
manding Reſpect, the Recital of the Woes he 


had endur'd, and the unhappy Condition he 


was in, inſpir'd all, who ſaw or heard him, 
with Compaſſion. „„ a 

THE King, to whom he preſented him- 
ſelf, promis'd to reſtore him to his Benefice, 
or, in exchange, to give him ſome other as 
good; but that Prince, not making any haſte 


in the Performance of what he had made him 
hope, the unhappy Prior inceſſantly impor- 
tun'd him: The King, thinking he grew 


troubleſome, and not very inclinable to grant 
his Requeſt, one Night call'd for Triſtant the 


Hermit, his Grand-Prevor, and order'd him 
to rid him of the Prior of St. Coſme. Triſtant, 
accuſtom'd to ſuch Executions, thought of no- 


thing but ſhowing his Obedience, and, taking 


a Confeſſor with him, went the next Day to 


the Priory; where finding the preſent Prior at 
JJ Table 


e ask d leave of the Court, ob- 
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Table with ſome of his Friends, he invited 


the Grand-Prevot to ſit down with them: 
but he, whoſe Orders were preſſing, declar'd 
them in a pathetick manner. His Friends 
and he at firſt thought that Triſtaut was in- 
clined only to divert himſelf ; but he ſoon re- 
lated the Command he had received in ſuch a 


manner, as left no room for doubting the 


Truth of what he ſaid. The poor Prior, find- 
ing there was no Remedy, ſettled his Affairs, 
and prepar'd himſelf for another World, as 
much as the ſhort time he had allow'd him, 
would give leave. After which, Triſtant 
order d him to be put into a Sack, with a 
great Weight at the bottom of it, and thrown 
into the Loyze, | . 1 

THE next Day he attended the King, 
with an aſſurance that he had perform'd his 
Duty, as to what he had commanded him 
concerning the Prior. The King ſeem'd ſa- 
tisfy'd. But a few Hours after, walking in 
the Palace-Garden, he perceiv'd the venerable 
old Prior of &. Coſme coming towards him: on 


which, turning towards 7riflazt ; Wretch |. 


(Haid he) have you imposd on me? Tour 


Life ſhall anſwer the Arrogance. Triſtant, 


very much alarm'd, threw himſelf at his feet, 
affirming that he had punctually obey'd his 
Commands. But, (id the King) do you 
not ſee him before your eyes? (pointing to the 


Prior.) Sir, (reply'd he) the Miſtake has 


only been occaſion'd by your Majeſty ; you 


commanded me to rid you of the Prior of 


St, Coſme ; I went to the Priory, and took him 


that was in Poſſeſſion, and drown'd him: But 


it is eaſy to repair the Fault; I will make 
+ away 


(2), 
away With this alſo. No, (aid the King) 
*tis very well. Then turning to the Prior; 
Go, good Man (ſaid he to him) and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of your Benefice, tis now vacant. 


YOU fee (continu'd Orophanes) of what 


little uſe to the State was the Death of this 
innocent Prior; and by this Inſtance muft in- 


fer, that it was more a Cruelty of Diſpoſition 


than Policy, which induced Leuis XI. to ſend 
him out of the World. 3 | 

I muſt be allow'd (ſaid Belifa) that the 
Adventure of the Prior was ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary : But fince our Converſation turns 
on the Actions of Princes, tho' it be different 
from the Subject, yet it may not be improper, 
it I relate to you a Sentence of Charles V. 
which, tho' on a Trifle, ſeems to me to be 
admirable. This Emperor, reſiding at Bruſſels, 
and holding there a magnificent Court, the 
greateſt Princes in Europe adorning it, had ba- 
niſh'd all ſuperfluous Ceremonies, that it 
might be as free as pompous. Two Ladies of 
diftinguiſh'd Quality took it in their heads to 


interrupt this Liberty, by quarrelling for the 


Preheminence. The thing was carry'd to a 
great length, and Charles ſeeing that the Plea- 
jures of the whole Court were interrupted by 
the Foible of thoſe two Ladies, would him- 


ſelf be Judge in it; and ſetting a Day for 


determining this Affair, there was prepar'd 
for him a ſtately Throne, which he mounted, 


attended by all his Grandees, and heard the 


Council of the Parties, who were both pre- 


ſent. The Cauſe was pleaded with Vigour 


on both ſides; but the Emperor finding the 
Arguments pretty equal, and deliring to end 
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the Affair, without diſobliging any one, gave 


Sentence, that the leaſt wiſe of the two ſhould 
have the Precedence, and ſo broke up the 


Aſſembly, with a general Applauſe of the 


Deciſion. 


THIS was a very pretty turn, (ſaid Ura- 
nia) yet ſtill it keeps us inſenſibly on Politicks. 


Charles V. ſhew'd his in this Determination, 


ſince too often the Quarrels of Women give 
Men occaſion to take part in them; and a 


thing which is in reality of little conſequence, 
many times becomes a State-Affair. Charles's 


Prudence prevented all the Accidents that 
It did ſo, (reſumed 


might have happen'd. 
Beliſa) and as each of. the Ladies wiſh'd to 


_ the wiſeſt, they found themſelves both 
O 


obliged to give way, or elſe to embrace that 
amiable Liberty the Emperor had eſtabliſh'd ; 


and the Men of each Party were forc'd to 


make a ſeſt of an Affair which might, by the 


indiſcreet Pride of our Sex, have become very 


ſerious. 
THELAMONT ought to be very well 


ſatisfy d, (cry'd Arimont) with the Compa- | 


ny's carrying Policy to fuch a degree of Ne- 


ceſſity; for, if I miſtake not, he has ſeem'd 
very vigorous in the Defence of it. And 
IT am fo far of his mind, (ſaid Orophanes) 
that I think, without it, *tis impoſſible for a 
Prince to govern well ; and that without Stu- 
dy, and the Art of Policy, a King muſt cer- 
tainly fall into great Errors. Doubtleſs, 


(rejoin d Thelamont) a Prince born to hold 
the Reins of a Kingdom ought inceſſantly to 
apply himſelf to Study; Hiſtory ſupplying 
him with various Examples of Wiſdom, Pru- 
1 — dence, 
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dence, Equity, Juſtice, and Policy, on which 


he muſt model his Actions, in order to make 
himſelf lov'd and fear'd. 

BUT (aid Arimont) can't Men regulate 
their Actions by their own Experience and 


Inſight into Affairs, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Study? Muſt they be always ty'd down to 
follow Precedents? There are ſome who 


think they may, (cry d Thelamont) but I can't 
bear that a Man of your Senſe and Under- 
ſtanding ſhould continue in that Error ; and I 
aſſure you I ſhall ſpare no pains to convince 
you. Men may have in them the Seeds of 


Virtue, but without Study, and the Know- 


ledge of things paſt, they cannot be ripen'd 


into Perfection. Kings, above all other Men, 


have need of the Example of former Poten- 


tates; tis a Light which guides their Actions 


all their Lives. If it be true, that there is an 
Art even in driving a Chariot, ſteering a Ship, 
building a Houſe, or managing things of yet 


- leſs Ingenuity ; how much more muſt there 


be in the Adminiſtration of a Monarchick, or 


Republick State? He that would breed up 


a Hawk, ought to -learn the Method ; and 
infinitely more ought he, whoſe Province it is 
to 1 Men, the moſt capricious, fantaſtick, 


the Creation, with difficulty he ſubmits to 
the Government of his Fellow- Creature 
Certainly, if nothing was neceſſary towards 
the ſubduing of a People, but Courage to at- 


tempt it, and making uſe of our own No- 
tions; or, to ſpeak like our new Hereticks in 
Policy, 


and refractory of all Creatures, and who 
require the greateſt Dexterity in managing? 
Uſed to Sovereignty over every other Specie of 
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Policy, to leave every thing to hazard, in 


vain have ſo many Hiſtorians, great Poets, 


Orators, and Philoſophers, employ'd their 


Time, and broke their Reſts, for the In- 


ſtruction of Princes, Magiſtrates, and Mini- 


ſters of State; yet, I believe, that every body 


will acknowledge, that Poſterity has been in- 


| finitely obliged to them, and muſt look on 


their divine Writings, as containing all the 
Maxims requiſite to the Art of Ruling : For 


from them have the greateſt Stateſmen taken 


their Knowledge; tis by their Care that we 


every day lay before us the Examples of 


the Egypti ans, Per ſians, Athenians, and Romans. 
I F there was any ground for Arimont's 


Notions, what occaſion have we to be in- 
form'd of the Actions of thoſe Princes, or 
Sovereigns, who have govern'd ſo many Na- 
tions? It would be allo unneceſſary for Po- 


ſterity, to know what paſles in our Age, were 
we not convinc'd, there is an Art in ruling 
well, which cannot be acquir'd, but by 
weighing things paſt, which Hiſtory preſents 
us with, as Mirrors and Guides in our Af- 
fairs, preſent and to come. Can there be ſo 


beautiful a Science as that which preſerves 
Peace ? A Science which, inftead of being 
deftroy'd by "Time, is enrich'd, augmented, 


and brought nearer ro Perfection. Every 
thing flouriſhes in the State where that is cul- 
tivated ; and, where it is neglected, Ruin 
and Perdition are the unfailing Conſequences. 


1 very well know indeed, that notwith- 


ſtanding the Uſe of Wiſdom and Policy, it's 


very difficult for Princes and great Miniſters 


ro content every body. 'The Accidents which 
= 5 


demn: 
(interr 
Natio! 
andey t 
opinio 


Guide 


bid, as pernicious. 


(95) 

daily arrive, and are impoſſible to be fore- 
ſeen, the Envy of Cotemporaries, the Ca= 
lumnies which are ſpread among the People, 
and the Care Malecontents always take to 
blacken the moſt innocent Actions, is, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, the reaſon. For it is as hard 
to pleaſe every body, as Simoni des pleaſantly 
aid, as it is to fit a Garment to the Moon, 
that never continues a minute in the ſame 
ſhape. But what Glory then muſt it be for 
a Prince, or a Miniſter, who, deſpiſing thoſe 
vile Creatures, always conſults the Good of 
the State, every thing he undertakes is 
crown'd with Succeſs, and he is reſpected by 
his Neighbours, and by his Subjects. 8 
II 3s certain (ſaid Orophanes) that the 
Art of Policy muſt be acquir'd by Study and 
Experience; and that many may ſay with the 
Emperor Commodus, that they are born Kings 
and Princes, but no body can pretend to be 
endu'd, when born, with Policy, and the Art 
of Governing. Yet theſe new Doctors in 


Politicks, (c)) Arimont) hold, that all Mo- 


narchies have their Beginnings, their appoint- 
ed Time of Maturity, and their Periods, de- 
termin'd by Fate : So that all Politicks are 
unneceſſary ; and fay, with Licinius, that too 
much Learning is the Ruin of Common- 
wealths ; and that all Books ought to be for- 
That is a moſt con- 
demnable piece of obſtinate Ignorance indeed, 
Craps Thelamont) which precipitates a 
Nation into irretrievable Misfortunes : Alex- 
ander the Conqueror was of a very different 
opinion; he ſtile'd the Thad of Homer a true 


Guide in military Affairs, and- conſtantly lay 


with - 


1 


with that and his Sword under his Head. 


Julius Cæſar, in his Expeditions, always car- 
ry d a Library with him, which he conſtantly 
ſtudy'd, communicating the Remarks he made 
to his Generals, his Miniſters, and thoſe who 


govern'd the Provinces. Theſe great Men. 
did not think their own Wiſdom ſufficient to 


carry them. thro” every thing. Alexander was 


wont to ſay, that he ow'd more to his Precep- 


tor Ariſtotle, than to Philip of Macedon, his 
Father. That glorious King, whoſe Heart 
was ſo much bent on War, had a view to 
Fame in ſomething he thought preferable to 
Arms, and modeſtly 3 

he wrote to Ariſtotle, that he was concern'd 


he ſhould publiſh the Inſtructions he had be- 


ſtow'd on him, becauſe others might profit by 
them, as he had done; and he had much ra- 
ther ſurpaſs Mankind in Learning, than in 
Power and Riches. Demetrius the Phalerian 
advis'd King Ptolemy, and all other Princes, 
to ſtudy Night and Day; and it was a ſaying 
of Plato's, that that Commonwealth was hap- 
2 whoſe Governour was a Philoſopher.— 


fine, Study enlightens the Underſtanding, 
and leads Men to a perfect Knowledge of 


themſelves, which renders them more hu- 
mane, and excites them more to Virtue. 'The 
Trophies of Miltiades rouz'd up Themiſtocles ; 
ſo have ſeveral Heroes been inſpir'd by the 
Ex2mples of thoſe who have been before 
them; witneſs the Scipio's, the Cato's, the 


Emilius's, and the Caſars. Learning begets 


Authority, Credit, and Reſpect among Men; 
and the Love of the whole World is the Fruit 
of a wiſe Behaviour. How can a Prince, 
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whoſe Rank places him ſo far above the Val- 


gar, be capable of gueſſing the Calamities his 
People may fall into, but by Study? How 
can he diſcover the ſecret Plots that are con- 
trived to enſnare him? How can he preſerve 
himſelf from the Flatteries his Ears are per- 
petually beſieged with? Books have a greater 
Privilege than Men ; they explain themſelves 
with Freedom, and their Counſels and Re- 
proaches are liſtened to without Anger ; they 
ſerve as Antidotes to the Poiſon of Flattery, 
and may be conſulted at all times, and on all 


_ occaſions. Would you ſee what effect the 


Deſire of Liberty has upon the Soul, what is 
the Conſequence of a baſe Action, what Re- 
morſe follows Cruelty, and how ineftimable 


a Virtue Clemency is; would you look into 


the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, and how liable 


to Change is the Condition of the moſt Power- 


ful preſent, Hiſtory ſhows it all without diſ- 
guiſe: Tis the Theatre where the whole 
World is repreſented ; we here find every 
thing we want; we view Tempeſts and Ship- 


wrecks without Terror ; Battles and Sieges, 
without Danger; the Cuſtoms and Manners 


of all Nations without Expence ; and 'tis here 


we may find the Beginnings and Endings, the 


 Flouriſhing and Decay of Legion I ſub- 


mit, ( ſaid Arimont) and I find your Reaſons 
ſo juſt and well-grounded, that I now blame 
thoſe who will have it to be, as I endeavour'd 
to maintain, that Experience alone was ſuffi- 
cient. But I can't repent having been the 


_ occaſion of a Diſcourſe, the Beauties of which 
Tam ſo charm'd with: and I believe they are 
not a few, who have taken the liberty to con- 
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tradict Thelamont, on purpoſe to give him an 
opportunity of anſwering them. I muſt own, 


(added Beliſa) that he has maintain'd his 


Opinion with ſuch admirable Learning and 
Eloquence, as very well demonſtrates the Ad- 
vantages of Literature, which has aided him 
in ſo agreeable a Converſation. Thel amont 


anſwered with modeſty to the Praiſes he had 


ſo well deſerv'd; and, that he might put a 
ſtop to them, made the Company take notice 
that *ewas Dinner-time : They got up, and 
walking towards the Houle, , every 


thing was ready to be ſerv'd to Table. Mirth, 


a mutual Love and Confidence, and a noble 
Frankneſs animating this amiable Society, 
one may ſay their Pleaſures were compleat. 

AFI ER Dinner was over, Beliſa would 
make every one ſubmit to the Law which had 
been made, and deſired them to follow her to 
the Library. They conſented ; and having in 
the ſame manner as the Day before, ſeated 
themſelves, and taken up Books, nothing was 
heard but the ruſtle of turning over Leaves : 
Beliſa was the firſt that broke filence ; I have 
happened (aid ſhe) on the Inſtructions which 
| Bi gives his Son, which- puts - me 1n 
mind of what Philemena has wrote to Julia; 
tis a Piece worth your Attention, and will 


let yoh ſee the Humour and Underſtanding 


of that amiable Woman. At theſe words the 
. begg'd ſhe would not defer the 


Pleaſure they propoſed to themſelves in hear- 
ing it. As I deſire (ſaid Julia) never to 
ſtray from the Rules Philemena has ſet me, 


L always carry them about me, ſo can eaſily 


latisfy your Curioſity : In ſpeaking this, ſhe 
5 preſented 
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| preſented to Urania a little Book in Manu- 
ſcript; who taking it with a Grace peculiar 
to herſelf, and perceiving her Friends diſpo- 


ſing themſelves to give attention, began to 


read : 


General Tnftruftions of a Mother t A 
Daughter, for her Conduct in Life. 


FN the Plan of your Education, my dear 
| Julia, J have conſulted your Glory more 


than my own, and ſhall be compleatly happy 
to fee you perfect without any Vanity, in 
having doubly form'd you, by Blood, and 
Precepts : 'Fhe only Pleaſure I propoſe to 
mylelt, is ſeeing you follow them, which your 
Docility in liſtening to them flatters me you 
will do. I give you my Inſtructions in wri- 
ting, that in what Place or Condition ſoever 
you are, they may be always preſent with 
you; and that when Death deprives you of 


me, it may not at the ſame time rob you of 


that which may be more uſeful to you than 
myſelf. A Cuſtom wiſely introduced into 
the World, having made me truſt your bring- 


ing up to Perſons who are, by being ſhut in a 
| Cloyſter, ſecur'd from all worldly Troubles, 


will therefore prevent two things equally un- 


| happy ; either too great an Inclination for a 


monaſtick Life, or too violent an Abhorrence 


Ez of it: Be upon your guard, my deareſt Julia, 
againſt both. Youth, always fond of Novel- 
ty, often ſurrenders itſelf without conſulting 


Reaſon. 'The Tranquillity of a Monaſtick 
Life, the inticing Diſcourſes of thoſe whoſe 
only aim is to make you embrace the Vows 
. 21 
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they are already bound by, makes me appre- 


hend your adding to the number of ſo many 


young Creatures, who are by an inacceſſible 
Grate oiten render'd more wretched than 
thoſe whoſe Morals have been corrupted by 
the World. When Remorſe aſſaults one in 
the Cloyfter, one muſt be very particularly 
endow'd with Grace to find any Remedy, 
ſince the only ones that can be apply'd, are 
the very Cauſes of our Affliction; as Retire- 
ment, Prayer, and a regular, and a religious 
Life. One is then apt to paint the World in 
ſuch lively and beautiful Colours, that one 
burns with an Impatience to be in it, and 
cannot forbear lamenting the Impoſſibility 
there is of ever doing it. How will the Mind 
in ſuch a caſe be rack'd with ten thouſand 
torturing Idea's! One thinks thoſe very 
things fill'd with Charms, which are in reality 


Subjects only of Sorrow and Vexation ; Vice 


appears dreſs'd in the pe of Virtue, and 
withour {inning in the Prac 


ſo doubly in the Theorick. 


WHEN a Perſon has liv'd in the World, | 


and has had the misfortune to give into ſome. 


of the little Follies of it, the Remorſe of an 
irregular Conduct, and the Diſguft of a Life 


fill'd with Intrigue ; every thing appears in 
its proper Colours, and one looks on Retire- 


ment as the moit Sovereign Bleſſing. We 
cught therefore to know ourſelves thoroughly 
before we enter into ſuch a Life. But per- 


haps you'll fay, Muſt we then plunge our 


jeives into Vice, that our Return to Virtue 


may be with the more Vigour ? No, that is 


not what I mean, but I would have you be 
| witneſs 


tick Part, one does 
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witneſs of the Failings of others, without 


erring yourſelf, that ill Examples may ſerve 


as a Preſervative to your Diſcretion; and 


that, comparing the Troubles, Noiſe, Hurry, 
and Confuſion, and an intereſted and in- 


triguing World, with the ſerene Comforts of 
Retirement, you may conſult your Heart in 
the Choice, and then embrace that to which 


you are moſt inclined. One may live as re- 
gularly in the World as in a Cloyſter, and per- 
haps better; a generous Mind, vrhen it has 


the power of doing evil, will rather avoid it, 


than when it is under a conſtraint. | 
THE Charms with which Heaven has 
bleſt you, while they delight my Eye, make 


me tremble for you hereafter. Beauty has 


been often the Rock on which Virtue has ſplit, 


when care has not been taken to enrich the 
Mind with Meaſures which may defend it in 


all the various Changes of Lite. A ſplendid 


Fortune is ever attended by Luxury, whoſe 
Companion is Coquetry. 'The Adoration of 


the Men, and the perpetual Flatteries one 
meets with from them, are often too pleaſing 


to our Vanity ; and, by liſtening to a num- 


ber, the Heart is uncertain in its Determina- 


tion, and one inſenſibly gives up to a Croud 
that Reputation we fear to truſt with one 
fiagle Perſon, and which ought to be dearer 
to one than one's Life. Poverty, Misfor- 


tunes, and a Life embitter'd by eternal Vexa- 
tions, is no leſs fatal to Virtue; ſuch a Wo- 


man is apt to make uſe of her Beauty to ſub- 


due her Enemies—to procure her Friends in 


time of need: She meets, tis probable, with 
dangerous Conſolers, and her Honour is the 
EN = Sacri- 
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Sacrifice to Gratitude. 'To prevent theſe Ac- 


cidents, Wiſdom is the only means; but en- 


deavour to be wiſe without Afectation; Will 
dom does not require ſo much outward Show, 
as inward Severity. Be prudent, without being 
a Prude: Let your Modeſty be accompany'd 
with Gatety, and your Reſerve with Good-Na-. 


ture. Apply yourſelf to learn what will em 


beliſh your Mind, but let not Vanity attend 
your Kiowledge : Let your Philoſophy be Chri- 
{tian Be affable and obliging to all, intimate but 
with a few. Pity the Misfortunes you are in 


no proſpect of feeling: Behave without too 


much $Sbmiſjzon to your Equals, and without 


Pride to your Inferiors : Comfort the Diſtreſ- 


fed of all Conditions : Do nothing but what 


is praiſe-worthy, without aiming at Praiſe ; 


the Oftentation of a good Action often eclipſes 
the Glory which it would otherwiſe deſerve. 
If Fate allots you to a happy Marriage, 


make the Bleſſing permanent by Love, Virtue, 
and a generous Confidence. If, on the con- 
trary, you are unfortunately ſo, and your 
Mind torn and diſtracted with the Agonies of 
domettick Jars, look out for Friends who 


have a greater regard for your Virtue than 
your Beauty; and if by that means you get 
no relief, ſeek it from him who alone can ex- 
tricate us our of the decpeſt Diſtreſs. If you 


love your Husband paſſionately, and he but 
il returns your Tendernefs, let Mildneſs, 


Complaiſance, and a blameleſs Conduct be 


the only Arms wherewith you combat his ill 
Humour; Jealouſy, Sullenneſs, or a peeviſh 


Mclancholy will never regain a Heart liable 
to wandring. If the Match is diſproportion d, 
| | and 
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and he happens to be very agrecable in his 


Humour, but the contrary in his Perſon, ne- 


ver ceaſe endeavouring to conquer your Diſ- 


like, and remember the Peauties of the Mind 


are by far the moſt preſerable.— If you 
chance to be equally indifferent to each other, 
let not that draw you into any Irregularities, 


ſhun the Opportunities of finding in another 


the Charms that are wanting in, your Huſ- 


band, and let the Force of Duty tupply the 


Detects of Fondneſs. | | 

T IS in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe that 
*tis difficult to preſerve one's Virtue, but 
then *tis, at theſe times, that it is moſt re- 


quiſite, and appears with greater Luſtre. A 
Woman perfectly happy, who is not want 


ing in her Duty, is eſeemed without being 
praiſed, becauſe having no Complaint, ſhe has 
no Pretence for doing otherwiſe; but a Wo- 
man that is znſortunate, and yet wiſe, ſeems 


to exceed even Expectation. The Virgin, or 
the Widow -State alſo ſeems to me as much, 


or more expos'd to danger; a young Woman 


that is left without Father or Mother, and 


entirely Miſtreſs of her Actions, can't be too 
circumſpect in them. She takes no ſtep 

: 5 2 © 
that does not endanger her Reputation; if 


ſhe keeps a great deal of Company, ſhe paſ- 


ſes for a Coquette ; if ſhe confines herſelf to 
a few ſele& Friends, ſhe then has ſome ſe- 


cret Intrigue ; in ſhort, every body paſſes 


their Judgments on her with leſs Charity, be- 
cauſe they know ſhe has nobody to be re- 
ſponſible for her Conduct. Tis then I ad- 
viſe Retirement, but without entering into 
religious Orders. you ſhould marry, 
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and your Husband die, take care not to imi- 
tate thoſe Women, who thinking, becauſe 
they have nobody to whom they are oblig'd 
to be accountable for what they do, they may 
with Safety abandon themſelves to an irre- 
gular Conduct, believing that, under the 
Umbrage of their Crave, they may conceal 
the looſe Inclinations of their Hearts. A Wi- 
dow ought to be more nice in her Behaviour 
than either a Wife or a Maid : The State ſhe 
has paſt through, ſhould make her obſerve a 
greater Decorum, ſince ſhe ought to reſume 
the Modeſty and Innocence of a Maid, with 
the Knowledge of a Wife ; Wiſdom muſt be 
her inſeparable Guide, or ſhe will be hable 
to Cenſure: if ſhe can, therefore, ve diſin- 
gaged from the Cares of a Family, and the 
Attairs which are capable of retaining her in 
the World, the beſt thing ſhe can do, is to re- 
tire-herſelf from it: She knows all the De- 
ficiencies of it, the Injuſtice, the Cruelty, 
and the Afflictions of it; the Pleaſures ſhe 
has enjoy d not having recompens'd the Pains, 
a Cloyſter is for her a ſafe and ſure Aſylum. 
Ah! how acceptable to Heaven is ſuch a Sa- 
_ crifice? Religion meets with no oppoſition in 
her Soul, free and detach'd from the things 
of this World, all would otherwiſe ſeem Con- 
ſtraint, is now Joy and Comfort. Let none 
but theſe, and Maids of a mature Age, who 
have had time to reflect on the Life they are 
entering into, pretend to embrace holy Or- 
ders; let there be no forc'd Calls, no Victims 
of Family and Intereſt. Tis not but that 
Grace may operate in young People, but ſuch 
fort of Holocauſts are ſcarce; and, — 
e 


= a Ba. 
the great Number of Nuns, thoſe that are 
content are by much the ſmalleſt part, ? 
THUS, my deareft Julia, have I led 
you thro' the different Stages of human Life, 
and hope, when you read this, you'll rather 


1 4 F Yy 


2 think it came from a Friend, whoſe Tender- 

5 neſs endeavour d to make you perfect, than 

- | from a Mother grown ſevere by Age; and 

r do not enquire whether ſhe who gave you 

e |. theſe Leſſons obſerv'd em herſelf, only think | 
a that ſhe who could give em was capable of . 
c following em; others Faults do not leſſen 1 
hours, but ought to ſerve as Examples to deter 18 
be us from em. I flatter myſelf, from the Ob- 1 
* ſervations I have made on your Temper, that i 
this Abridgment of your Conduct may be j 
ae ſerviceable to you in all the Inſtances of your 

in | Life, on which I beſeech the Divine Being to 

e- pour his Holy Bleflings. F 

e- WHEN Urania had done reading, Fhis 

y, (Jaid Thelamont) is an amiable manner of 

he inſtructing; there runs thro' the whole Work 

1s, a certain Tenderneſs and Gentleneſs, which 

m. very much adds to the Value of it. As for 

a- me (/aid Orſames) it ſhall be ſo much my 

in care to render Julia happy in a marry'd 

gs State, that I hope ſhe will have no occaſion 

n- for the Leſſons which relate to an unfortunate : 

dne Match. I own (added Florinda) that this is 

ho | a much better Method of teaching Youth 

are than Severity; the Soul readily inclines to 

Dr FF Virtue, when it's pointed out with Delicacy. | 
ms I am charm'd with it (cy Camilla) for I 1 
hat can't bear the Meaſures ſome Parents take in 4 
uch the Education of their Children, who ſtrive 


mg | by dint of Blows and harſh Expreſſions to 
8 P fright 
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fright em into Virrue. That is the reaſon, 


(ſaid Arimont) that we ſee numbers of Men, 
and Women, as ſoon as they are free from 


the paternal Yoke, give themſelves blindly up 


to their Paſſions; their Leſſons of Honour 
and Wiſdom being given *em with ſeverity, 


they are no ſooner at liberty than they miſap- 


ply em, and inſtead of the Admonitions, 
only remember the IIl- nature of thoſe who 


gave em. This puts me in mind (reſum d 
Thelamont) of a Story that Montaigne re- 
lates upon the Subject of Childrens Educa- 
tion: he blames, as much as we, the too 


eat Severity of Parents, who ſeek rather to 


be feared than loved, retrenching even the 


tender Names that Nature gives em, the Son 
calling his Father Sir, and his Mother Ma- 


dam; on which he tells us, that a Perſon of 


Diſtinction, a Friend of his, who had loſt 
his only Son, a Youth of great hopes in the 
Army, in diſcourſing with him on the Afflic- 
tion ſuch a loſs muſt be, ſaid, My greateſt 
Grief is the having brought up my Son with 
fo much Severity, that it hid from him the 
Tenderneſs I had for him, and that he died 
with the Idea of my loving him but ſlender- 
ly : this muſt have been a very cutting regret, 
(added Thelamont) and is a good Leſſon for 
Fathers. Montaigne on this makes Reflec- 
tions, which we are apt to make as well as 


he, but I wiſh we would not confine em only 


to Reaſoning, but put 'em in practice allo. 


This Example ( ſaid Orophanes) is not only 


applicable to Fathers, but to all Mankind in 


general, who ſeldom underftand the Value of 


Things till they poſſeſs them no longer. A 


Father, 


5 
Father, a Son, a Friend, a great Monarch, a 
Hero, are never ſo much reſpected, loved, or 


\. valued, during their Life-time, as after 


their Death: the Sorrow for the loſs of em 


has this in particular, that it brings to mind 
thoſe Actions which their being alive had 
made to be forgot. Tis a certain truth in- 
deed (rejoinꝰd Beliſa ) the Romans never knew 


the Value of Coriolanus, till they had baniſh'd 
him, and the Volſcians, who had been ſo often 
defeated by him, had made him their Gene- 


| ral, and under his Conduct drawn Victory 
do their fide, What a prodigious Alteration 
in the Roman Affairs was occaſion'd by the 


Death of Quintus Fabius? Did not that 
of Marcellus hinder the City of Locri from be- 
ing taken ?——Scpio had no ſooner loſt his 


Life, than the Carthaginians thought them 
ſelves Conquerors, and the Romans overcome; 


and ſo it would have happen'd (reply d Or- 


ſames) had it not been for the Prudence of 


Publius Volumnius, who ſeeing the Conſul Va- 
lerius fall dead, cover'd him himſelf, and con- 
cealed his Loſs ſo well, that the Army knew 
nothing of it till the Battel was over. The 
very Preſence of Camillus terrified the Enemy, 


and he was always attended with Victory. 


The Reputation of Alexander was ſo ſpread, 
that he was known in the moſt diſtant Coun- 


tries, every body thought it an honour to 
obey him, and deſpis'd all other Leaders. 
T HIS Converſation having laſted till the 


hour for walking, the Company repair'd to 


* 


the River-ſide. The Converſation for ſome 


time turn'd on indifferent things, but at lengtn 
falling on Poetry; the agreeable Felicia ſaid 


P 2 ſhe 


_— a 
2 — 
— bog 
— SIN 


. e 
„„ nog GR ng 
—_ +» as 8 * * ___ 


þ 
1 
i 
| 


— 


8 3 2 
n 
” . 1 


Can es 


K 


ſne would entertain Beliſa with a Piece that 
had never been ſeen, and which ſhe believ'd 
would pleaſe her. They all defir'd her to 
read it, which ſhe did with a becoming Ar, 
and Sofcneſs 1 in her Voice. 


OLYMPIA in Deſpair: 


An Irregular O DE. 


W EARY, a all So, 
Since ſpunn d by him T ouly wiſh to ſee, 


T fly the chearleſs fight of Human Kind, 
Seek Solitude befitting my Jad Mind: 
Where unalarm'd and free 
From Inſults and from Flattery, 
Senſe, in a Lethargy of Thought, 
Might be diſſolv'd, Timolion forgot, 
And future Time glide on, unfelt, in bleſt Spidity. 
But when to unfrequented Milids I run, 
Or hide me in ſome day-defying Gloom, 
Where the bright Lamp of Heaven ne er ſhone, 
Ad Night ſeems ever but begun] 
Cruel Remembrance perſecutes me Fi, 
| And diſappoints my Will; 
Shows what I was, with what Pm now become, 
And racks my Brain with curs 4 Cnpariſen. 


What ſhall Ide? alas! 7 ſtrive in vain; 

Tong-bft Repoſe I never muſt regain : 
Fhere-&er I go, Timolion 7s there! 

Even Darkneſs cannot hide him from my Sight, 
His fatal Beams dart through the Vail of Night, 
To my Soul's Eye his Glories all appear, . 


Aud 


* 1 
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| Thought warring againſt Thought, like meeting 
a Daſh or each other with tumultuous Force, 


 O'erwhelming all within their rapid Courſe, _ 
All rage at once, all conquer, and yet none ſubfides.. 
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And wake Reflec lion with too glaring Light ! 
The ſleeping Paſſions at the quickuing Blaze, 


Start to new Life, and hoſtile Vigour gain. 
Al] Foes alike to Reaſon's ſway, 
Each his whole Force diſplays 

To torture or betray, 


With Shows of Pleaſure, or with real Pain. 


Hope, flatt"ring Paraſite, is always near, 
 Oppos'd to him, ſtands Tyrant Fear, 


Both have enough to jay, and both by turns engroſs 


15 | : | (my Ear. 
Long they ſtruggle, but in vain, | 
Deſporick Rule to gain. 

Their Strength is equal, my divided Soul 


Tields now to this, and then to that's Controul ; 


And whilſt of neither diſpoſſeſt, 


Both with convulſive Fury rend my bleeding 


(Breaſt. 


des, 


My Mind a Chaos of Confuſion ſeems, 
Doubt-killd Expectance, Joon as born, expires, 


Ten thouſand Horrors the ſhort Joy ſucceed, 
Aud each new Thought does a new Fury breed; 


Wild and abortive Schemes!“ 


Deſpair-check'd Wiſhes, and untam'd Deſires, 


| Numberleſs, nameleſs, Contradictions riſe, 


Driving, in Storms, my ſcatter'd Senſe about; 
Determination, her ſought Aid denies, 
And Madneſs reigns throughout 


SH, when oer Buildings fir d, a Whirlwind rides, 


And every way, th* excentrick Flame divides, 
| _— 
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Some, ſnatch'd aloft in blazing Volumes fly, 
And paint with dreadful Radience all the Sky ; 
= While others downward hurPd, 
At firſt, devour the humble Duſt, and crawl along 
A (the ground, 
Till at their Lot enrage d, they gather round, 
And ſpread vaſt Ruin thro th affrighted World. 


1 would fain be acquainted with Olympia, 


(Haid Julia) theſe Verſes give me a very great 
efteem for her. She very well deſerves to 


be eſteem'd, (reply'd Felicia) and her Adven- 
tures would be extremely worthy your Atten- 
4 to Secrecy for ſome 

time. In ſpeaking theſe words, by chance 


tion ; but I am engage 


ſhe caſt her eyes on Arimont, and found him 
fo much alter'd; that ſhe asked: him aloud; if 
he were not well; which made all the Com- 


pany obſerve him with concern: *Tis nothing, 


(ſaid he to them, with extreme Sorrow) the 


Name of Olympia, and the Repetition of thoſe 
Verſes, has reminded me of a very great 
Misfortune; but I beg you will give me leave 
to imitate the Diſcretion which ſhe has en- 


join'd Felicia, and ask me no queſtions. 


'THIS Diſcourſe made that Eady thought- 


ul for ſome moments, and partly diſcovering 


the Myſtery ſhe had been let into bur imper- 
fectly, repented her having mention'd Olympia 
before him ; bur, to interrupt a Converſation 
which was becoming ſerious, we muft lay no 


conſtraint upon our Friends, (ſaid ſhe) and, 


without preſſing Arimont on a Subject which 


is painful to him, I hope he will excuſe our 


Care for him, ſince it proceeds from our 


Efteem. I ſhould be glad if Horinda and 


Camilla, 


, was oi 
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Camilla, (continu*d ſhe, turning to them) would 


tell us their Hiftory, and the beginning of that 


agreeable Friendſhip that unites them. With 
all my heart, (ſaid Camilla, laughing) pray 


attend; for I am going to begin : We are the 
Daughters of two Siſters, and conſequently 


Couſin Germains ; we were brought up toge- 
ther, and left Miſtreſſes of ourſelves very 
young. Sympathy, in concert with Nature, has 


united our Hearts; our Fortunes are in com- 


mon; we live together without Envy or 
Ambition, but efpecially without that Paſſion 


which is call'd Love; bythis you may gueſs 


we have not many Adventures to tell you. 
The Company laugh'd heartily at Camilla's 


gay Humour. 'Truly, (ſaid Orophanes) if 


every body liv'd fo, Orſames and Julia would 
not have ſo much engroſs'd our Attention. 
Camilla can't impoſe upon me, (cr yd Urania) 
whatever ſhe ſays ; I have ſometimes ſeen her 


 Gaijety changed into a . Thoughtfulneſs, and 


Florinda's Gravity has frequently ſeem'd to 


me to be mix'd with a ſoft compoſed Joy, 


that ſufficiently denoted the Situation of her 
Heart. Don't deceive yourſelf, beautiful 
Urania (anſuer d Camilla briskly) *tis for the 
Convenience of our Friends we are ſo; and, 


that we may not be both alike tireſome, when 


Floriada jeſts, I grow ſerious; and when F 
follow the Vivacity of my "Temper, ſhe be- 
comes grave : and, by this Alteration, we 
find the Secret of not growing tedious to thoſe 


we would oblige. Every body prais'd Ca- 


milla's agreeable Turn. It muſt be allow'd, 


(ſaid Orophanes) that Wit is an Ingredient 


very neceſſary for Converſation. He that is 
| -.oiett 
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bleſt with it, is never tirefome to himſelf nor 
Company. There are ſo many ſorts of Wits, 
(reply'd Florinda) that one can't engage not 
to be weary'd with ſome of them. *'Tis 
true, (aid Julia) and one ought to be aſſur d 
one is poſſeſſed of the only true ſort, before 
one can think one's ſelf agreeable. And 
yet, (cry d Beliſa) there are ſome who have 
a vaſt deal, and are yet diſagreeable. I know | 
ſome Perſons of moſt profound Learning and | 
great Knowledge, with whom I can't ſo much 
as amuſe myſelf; and I have ſome Friends of KF *( 
not near ſo ſublime an Underſtanding, whoſe HR 
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Converſation charms me, becauſe perhaps 
their Wit is nearer my reach, and that I have 


| not Capacity enough to comprehend ' the MF { 
„ others. That's very modeſt, ( ſaid Urania) te 
4 but when one is as knowing as you are, every Ei 
1 thing is in one's reach. I have a Work upon He 
bt the Subject, which may decide the: Queſtion ; _ fl. 
it tis writ by a Friend of mine, addreſs'd to hi 
4 another: this is it, (ſaid ſhe) pulling out a 3 
4 little Book. 8 3 = >: hi 
8 _ 4 Diſertation upon Wit. ch 
. | | Ry & 
0 Alling to mind the Converſation that you ſta 
1 I and I had together one day, the Humour we 
# took me to put down in writing what I had nic 
1 ſaid to you, in oppoſition to your Exceſs f | ma 
{| | Modeſty, in which you ſeem'd to me to ſur- anc 
4 aſs yourſelf: you maintain'd, in choſen le ſe 
4 Terms, and with Expreſſions full of Mit, that | 7 
bf you had no Wit. It ſeem'd to me a pleafant ral 
"1 thing, to ſee you make uſe of the greateſt FF III- 

j Learning, accompany'd with all the Graces of tiſn 


Elo- 
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Eloquence, the moſt beautifal Supporters of 
Wit, to prove to me your want of Wit; this 


makes me ſpeak to you now, as if I did not 
want it, and endeavour to define it: So much 
boldneſs does your too great Modeſty enforce 


me to commit. 


IN my opinion, there are three ſorts of 
Men of Wit; the Man of Learning, the Pe- 
dant, and the natural Genius that is culti- 
vated ; the Scholar is ſeldom ſo agreeable as 
he is »ſeful : as his Genius, ſhut up in a Study, 
comes out of it with pain, always retaining 
the Gloomineſs of that Place which has been 
the Scene of his producing, perhaps, a great 


many beautiful things, yet hinders him from 


{aying them in common Converſation ; being 
too full of what he has done, or too much 
taken up with what he is going to compoſe, 
he ſeldom gets out of his Enthuſiaſm ; and 


finding every thing beneath his own Thoughts, 

bl a "oF: | hs 
he's always ſerious and reſerv'd: I ſooner 
therefore chuſe to read his Book than hear 


him ſpeak. . | 
TH 


{carce ſpeak to any one that does not under- 
ſtand Greek and Latin; he makes it a rule, al- 
ways to particularize himſelf by ſome Opi- 


nion, which he maintains with violence: this 


makes his Learning tedious and fatiguing, 


and his Company is ſhunn'd by all Perſons of 


leſs Knowledge, and more Senſe. 

THE true Wit ſeems to me to be the natu- 
ral Genius cultivated, who has neither the 
IIll- Nature of the Scholar, nor the Dogma- 
tiſm of the Pedant; a Man, whoſe Educa- 

tion 


E Pedant, pufted up with having paſs'd 
through all the Degrees of the College, can 


(a3!) 


iq tion has been carry'd far enough to give him 
x an inſight into the Sciences, who is well read, 7 
nl and bleis'd with a happy Memory, and with i 
ni theſe has ſcen the World, as we call it; this t 
| Man has more Wit than the Scholar, and 1 
" more. Learning than the Pedaxt :' he joins to ⁵6 P 
1 the beautiful Sprightlineſs of Converſation, a BE. 
3 Solidity of Judgment. Let the Converſation _ & 
. turn on Hiſtory, or Fable, or Philoſophy ; to 
it his Memory lays before him every thing he has EM 
5 read, his Judgment makes him quote it 4 pro- 0 
1 pos, his Vivacity makes him tell it agreeably, 1 
4 and the Happineſs of his Genius inſpires him 5 
1 with Delicacy, and a Taſte. He underſtands in, 
1 all Arts, without practiſing them; he talks ne 
5 _ wiſely, yet agreeably; being well vers'd in the the 
i Authors, his Judgment on them is found, and no 
1 his Remarks juſt: without making Verſes, he for 
1 underſtands Poetry; and, without writing he 
. Books, he knows which of them is good, which Gi. 
1 is bad. For a Proof of my Aſſertion, don't plic 
1 we every day fee the Hiſtorian and the Poet alw 
1 leave to the Man of Mit's Determination, men 
4 whether their Book or Poem be worth any wa: 
1 thing or no; for the World has more Men of gen 
þ it in it than true Scholars, 8 are 
Wl | THE Man of Learning knows the Man and 
Ly | | of Mit, and the Wit ſees the Faults of the of ] 
. Scholar, NMuſt we have a fine Voice, before che 
1 we can judge of Mufrk? Why not as well thei 
j I7/it without & HD tpg? It would be a great "Fs 
Misfortune on Nature, if it mult always have L ati. 
the Embeliſhments of Art to make it paſſable. or i 
| We cultivate the Earth, to make it produce be a 
0 with more eaſe; but we don't load it with O 
1 things, to force it to be fruitful: we don't diſ- ſure 
1 5 | : | regard Geni, 


115 
regard the Field that affords us but one Crop 
in the Year, becauſe we know others that do 
twice as much. The Scholar, without Expe-. 
rience, or having ſeen the World, is like a 
Field that owes its Fertility to its having been 
till'd and dung'd, which, notwithſtanding the 
Labours of the Husbandman, ſoon returns 
to its native Barrenneſs: Such are the Mits 
that are full of logical Arguments, they con- 
ſume themſelves in deep Reaſonings, where 
there is in reality but little Reaſon, and only 
a ſuperficial Mit. The Scholar thinks Learn- 
ing ſufficient to render him witty, therefore 
neglects what might truly make him ſo. On 
the contrary, the Man of Mit thinks he has 


none, becauſe he wants Scholarſhip ; there- 


fore, in order to repair this imagin'd Defect, 


he endeavours in every thing to enrich the 


Gifts he has receiv'd from Nature: This Ap- 
plication often places him above the Scholar, 
always puts him on a footing with him. No- 
nen could not be ſaid to have Mit, if there 


was no enjoying that without Learning ; for, 


generally ſpeaking, they are not Sure, yet 
are endow'd. with a Delicacy of Expreſſion, 
and a Facility in writing well. I hefe Gifts 
of Nature raiſe them to ſuch a pitch, that 
the brighteſt Men of Learning often efteem 


their Deciſions well enough to refer to them. 


"Tis therefore not neceſſary to be a Grecian, a 
Latiniſt, Phyſician, Metaphyſician, Rhetorician, 
or in ſhort. a finiſh'd Philofopher, in order to 


be a Mit. | . 


ONE may ſpend whole Days with plea- 
ſure in the Company of a Man whoſe natural 
Genius has been cultivated and improv'd, and 


| 2 „ but 
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but a very ſmall time with one whoſe Learn- 
P . . . o „ . : L. "4 
ing is intirely infus'd into him. One's Ima- 


gination can't be always on the ſtretch to ſuch . 


exalted Objects; it muſt ſtoop to reſt itſelf, 


and return to its native Simplicity. Tis the 


; Center of its Repole. | 


IN ſhort, there are ſo many things requi- 


ſite towards maintaining the Title of a Scholar, 


that when I'm ſplenetick, I even prefer I[gno- 

rance to it ; and I maintain, that he who has 
a natural and improv'd Genius, ſuch as I have 
deſcribed, ſurpaſſes the Scholar and the Pedant 


in eyery thing, and has more Mit. 


WHEN Urania had done reading, the 


Company thank'd her for having communica- 


ted it to them, and thought it was well writ- 
ten. Orophanes, who had, with an outward 
Appearance of Reſerve, a very amiable Tem- 
per, finding that the Converſation till conti- 


8 | : 7 
nu'd ſerious, endeavour'd to enliven it. I 


am very much afraid ( ſaid he) that Felicia L 


won't allow me to have any Wit now ; the 
Work I've juſt heard read, makes me trem- 
ble: and if, in order to pleaſe, one mult have 


ſuch a Vit as that deſcribes, 'm an undone 
Man. There are ſo many different Ways 


of pleaſing, (reply'd Urania) that your Mit 
may eaſily find one of them: I don't fee you 


have ſuch great Reaſons for your Apprehen- 


fions. You flatter me agrecably, Madam, 
(anſwer'd he) but I would fain know, for my 
ſatisſaction, if charming Felicia finds any lit- 
tle matter that's pleaſing in my Wii.. | 
ſhall take care ( ſaid ſhe, langhing) not to ex- 
plain myſelf on that Head; for if J ſay your 


3 11 


= 4 


Vi does not pleaſe me, you'll be chagreen'd 


at it; and if I tell you it does, you will make 
an 3 of it, that I am not willing to 
let you. hat's as much as to ſay, (an- 


er d Orophanes) that you treat my Mit as 


you do my Heart; you let my Fate be always 
undetermin d. Dear Thelamont, (conti ui d 
he, turning to him) I beg you to take Felicia 
apart, and find out what ſhe thinks of my 
it. | SI | 
" THELAMONT ſmiled at his Friend's 
Requeſt ; this is a pleaſant piece of Inquiſi- 
tiveneſs, (ſaid he:) Can you make any que- 
ſtion about what Felicia thinks on that Arti- 
cle? She has too much Wir herſelf, not to 
know the full Extent of the Merit of your's. 


That is not enough (anſwer d he) I would 


have her tell me herſelf, and then I could 
judge whether my Perſon might not beg the 
Protection of my Mit, if I were ſure that 
had the happineſs of pleaſing her. The Ex- 
preſſion very much diverted the Company, 
and Felicia was forc'd to own, that he had all 


the Wit requiſite towards making him per- 


fectly amiable. 


I would fain be learned, ( ſaid Florinda) 


for I think nothing is fo great a pleaſure as to 
excel others in Knowledge. *Tis a very 
praiſe-worthy Ambition, (aid FThela mont) 
for Learning has been always reſpected and 
revere'd by the greateſt Men. Pliny tells us, 


that a certain Man came from Cales to Rome, 


on purpoſe to ſee Titus Livy, which he would 


not have done to have ſeen Angnſtus Ceſar, 


who ruled the whole World ; nor even to have 


view'd Rome, which was then the Metropolis 


and 


(1181) 


and Magazine of the Univerſe.— Cato, after 
having led the Roman Armies, ſet himſelf a- 
bout writing on the military Art, ſaying, that 
the Valour of a Man could but be uſeful to 
the Commonwealth for a little time, but that 
the Counſels he ſhould leave in writing would 


be ſo always. Which made Cicero ſay (added / 
Orſames) that he eſteem'd Son as much as 
Themiſtocles, his Victory having been ſervice- t 
able but once, but that the good Inſtructions / 
that Solon had left behind him, would be eter- . 
nally uſeful. Tis true (ald Orophanes) c 
one can't too much prize good Counſel, tis the 1 
thing in the World the moſt neceflary both for N 
Princes and private Men. Conon the Athenian 3 
being General of the King of Perfia's Army, 11 
found all his Deſigns diſappointed and tra- 7 
verſed by the great Men at home, who, jea- os 
lous of his Glory, made him want not only re 
Money, but even the moſt neceſſary Requi- co 
ſites for the execution of his Projects; he ar. 
made ſeveral Complaints, but his Enemies Eh 
revented their reaching the King's ear. He me 
Was oblig'd to fend a Man in 'whom he could ſel 
confide, who having the good fortune to gain is 
admiſſion to the very Throne, he ſo well ſet (re 
forth the neceſſity of the Army, and the de- doe 
ſpair of the General, that the King, un- of 
known to his Miniſters, wrote him word oo 
with his own hand, that he had nothing to do 1 
but to adviſe him how to remedy theſe Miſ- * 
fortunes. Conon anſwer'd him, that he muſt .«.h 
put the Adminiſtration of his Finances into 0s 
one body's hanas, and to let him be Maſter of . 
the Treaſure of the Army. The King gave * 1 


immediate Orders that it ſhould be ſo. Then 
Conon, 


CC 


cc 


is). 


Conon, Diſpoſer of the Money and Army, 


enter'd into the Enemy's Country, ravag'd it, 
took their Cities, making great numbers of 


faves, and return'd to Court, loaded with 


the Honours that were due to his Victories, 


with the glorious Title that the King gave 


him, of a great Captain and a wiſe Counſel- 
lor 1 | 


THIS puts me in mind (aid Urania) of 
the Anſwer that was made by a certain Per- 
fan General, who being ask'd, why his En- 
terprizes were ſo unfortunate, tho' his Diſ- 


courſes were ſo prudent, and his Meaſures 


ſo well taken, reply'd, that he alone was 
Maſter of his Thoughts and Words, but that 
Fortune, the King, and the Army were. of 


the Execution. This Anſwer was very juſt, 


( ſaid Orophanes) and the more ſo, becauſe 


Jealouſy and private Intereſt are often more 
regarded than the publick Good. Hence 
comes the falſe Maxim of moſt of thoſe who 


are in power, never to adyance thoſe in whom 
they ſee the Talents and Virtues capable of 
making them ſurpaſs, or come up to them- 
ſelves, even tho' the State wants them. This 
is indeed a gencral Rule among Politicians, 


(reply d Arimont) yet a neighbouring Iſland 


does at preſent afford us a very noble Inſtance 
of an Exception to it. © 'There the great 
* Publicius Severinus being at the head of Af- 


* fairs, Merit and a Capacity is a certain In- 


cc 


* he embraces any opportunity of — 


the Man that is molt likely to be ſerviceable 
to his Country, no little Jealouſies or pri- 
vate Intereſts ſway his Actions, but, like 

* the 


ce 


11 


troduction to Preferment. With pleaſure 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
| CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ä 
the Dew of Heaven, his 8 moſt 


on the moſt conſpicuous, ray, indeed born 


with all the Talents requiſite for the form- 
ing a compleat Stateſman ; and having im- 
prov'd and perfected them by his Learning, 
and great Knowledge in Mankind, he need 
not fear the being excell'd, or even equal'd ; 
but yet few, that had not his Generofity of 
Soul, would have ſhar'd his Power with, 


and admitted as Partner inco the Manage- 


ment of the Finances, a Man ſuch as Lucius 
Hiſpanicus, whoſe Abilities were ſo well 
known to him, and who had eftabliſh'd fo 
ſhining a Reputation for his profound Skill 
in the Management of publick Affairs, by 
his Conduct, when ſome years ago he bore 
a publick Character in a certain foreign 
Court; theſe Perfections, I ſay, would 
have render'd him a Competitor to have 
been dreaded by any other than Severinus.” 

BESIDES this ( /aid Orſames) there are 


ſo many Accidents in War, which depend on 
fo many ſecret Springs, and are fo various, 
that a Chief can never be certain of conquer- 
ing or ſucceeding, not being ſure of always 
having the ſame People for and againſt him ; 
Time, Place, and Opportunity ofteneſt de- 


termine his Glory and good Fortune. 


Alex- 


ander, without contradiction, was a great 
Man, but his Reputation ow'd part of its 


lendour to the Scarcity of great Captains in 


his time. 'There's a great deal of difference 
In having Men or Women for Enemies, a Re- 
_ proach which was made to that Prince, that 
his Fame would have been much leſs, if he 
had had, to have fought againſt, a Valerius, a 


Corvinus, 


— om 


axe); 
Corvinus, a Manlius, a Torquatus, a Decius, a 
Papiriut, or ſome other Hero of antient Rome, 


the leaſt of whom deſerv'd all his Triumphs. 


*T WAS not (ſaid Beliſa) a difficult thing 


to conquer a Prince ſo effeminate as Darius, 


who was hinder'd by Luxury from under- 
ſtanding true Glory and Virtue, and who al- 


ways carry'd with him a Train of Women 


and Courtezans. Tis certain, (added Orſa- 

mes) that there are moments favourable for 
Heroiſm and Heroes ; I am not ſurpriz'd 
that the Romans were ſo ſucceſsful in- their 
Wars, ſince, by their Prudence join'd to 


their natural Valour, they even forced For- 
tune to be on their fide, and prevented their 
receiving any fatal Blows from her, by their 


Application in conſulting even the Tem- 
per and Conftitution of thoſe whom they 


made choice of to lead their Armies. This is 


ſo true, that having, to oppoſe Aſdrubal, 
pitch'd upon Claudius Nero, a brave Soldier 


and great Captain, but ſo daring and enter- 


prizing, that he thought nothing capable of 
reſiſting him; they gave him for Collegue, 
and with an equal Authority, Livius Saina- 
tor, valiant, but at the fame time prudent 
and wiſe, and who, when he aim'd'at'Vie- 
tory, made ule of all the Precautions neceſ- 
ſary to prevent the Caprice of Fate, On 
the contrary, Claudius Nero was for gain“ 
ing ſignal Victories at all hazard. Aſdrubal 
laid ſeveral ſnares for em; in which the Im- 
petuoſity of Nero had fallen, had it not been 
owing to the cool Sagacity of Salinator. This 


Conduct of his was ſo happy, that one day, 


when 'twas his turn to command, having in 
X return 


(mm) 


vernrh laid 2 ſhare for A/drubal, which the 
eonning C arthaginian could not avoid, Saling- 


or attack d and deteared him, gaining 10 
compleat a Victory, that the Romans decreed 
a Triumph for bim alone, tho* he very much 
ſollicited the Summe, that Nero might partake, 


his Intentions doing him as much Honour as 


his Victory; the Romans did the lame with 


hin, Maxim and Marcell, 


I chink (interrupted Camilla) that von have 
Fal heiently ſhewrn voir Wits and Memories; 
and notv- ithitanding the pleature we take in 


liſtening to yon, we ought to think that the 


hour of Supper 1s come, without our hav- 
ing frirred from one Place, That is as 
much as to tell us in an obliging manner (an- 
ſwer'd Orophanes) that you are equally fa- 


cigu d with our Diſcourſe, and firting ſo long. 
No marter ( /aid Felicia, riſme) I think C 


milla is in the right; tor fince Belile 'S oblig a 
ro go away early to-morrow morning, tis 
but reaſonable to advance che time of her 80. 
ing to reſt. 

AT theft words all the Company got up 
to take a turn in the Garden; they had not 


N Ik 0 tar. when ram miſs'd Avimont + 
Upon mv word ( faid (he 10 Belita) Arimon! 


gives me a great dani | of Uneaſinets, he's to 
infiniteh melancholy, rhat one may eaſily pit 
ceive 'tis the gr eateſt conſtrain imaginable 

him to give attention to any thing but his 
own Sorrows. We have done on atmoſt En- 


deavours (auſwer'd Belita) to difcover the 


cane. without being able to tneceed ; Or- 
ſamos, tor whom he has 0 great an E ſteem, 
Cannot get any thing ont of him: We ima 

gine 


(123) 
gine it, however, to be occation'd by Love. 
fam of your opinion (aid Felicia) and 
Olympia Name gave him ſo much Concern 
juſt now, that I am apt to believe that beau- 
rife! Lady is the Perfon he's in love with, 
tho I can't well conceive how he Mond 
know her; for Olympin is oblig'd, by ſome 
very extraordinary Misfortanes, to fly from 
Province to Province, and from Cloyſter to 
Cloyſter, not fufering herſelf to be ſeen by 
anybody ; : TL on! ly faw and entertain'd her by 


great chance. A Niece of mine, who is in 
religitns Orders, being deſtrous 1 ſhould be 


| Ivy at the Ceremony of her taking the 


owns, begg*d me to ſpend « fortnight with 
her: T went, and taking notice of the extra-. 
ordinary Bea ury of all the young Ladies, ſhe 
aſſur'd me that there was one who ſurpaſs'd 
them all, but that ſhe kept herſelf hid with 
the greateſt care. This excited my Curioſi- 
cy, and I begg'd my Niece to contrive that 1 
might ſee her. She, with a great deal of 
difhculty effected it; tor the next morning ſhe 


_ enter 'd my C na mber. leading the Fair un- 


known ; to whom ſhe ſaid, preſenting me to 
her, Charming Olympia, fear nothing, for Fe- 

licia is diſcreet. I found her tnrprizingly 
beautiful, and begg'd her ro excuſe my Cu- 


TIofity ; ſhe did the fame. for having heſitated 


in farisfying it: but Madam (added (be) 1 


have effential Reaſons tor not being knovn ; 


and they beginning to be inquiſitive about 
wholT am, even here, I ſhould already have 
quitted this Place, had it not been for the In- 
creates of Cha (meaning my Niece ;) but the 
render Fr NOT I have 107 her. has made 

R 2 me 


AG _ 
me comply with her Requeſt, as well in ſtay- 
ing here a few days, as in appearing before 


JJV 
| I thank'd her for her Complaiſance, our 
Acquaintance began but that day; but at 

length ſhe put ſo much confidence, in me, 


that ſhe partly told me what occaſion d her 


concealing herſelf, begging me to diſcover no- 


ghing £1 ſhe ſhould give me the liberty either 


| þy Word of Mouth, or Letter. She pre- 
Jented me with ſeveral of her Works, her 


Mind being as beautifully adorn'd as her Face. 
I have hitherto kept her Secret inviolably, but 


4 21 


thinking her Name of no conſequence, be- 
ev 


eral might be of the fame, I ven- 


* © 


cauſe 


tur 'd to mention it: but Arimont has taught | 


me, that in a Secret the leaſt thing is to be 


' concealed. Tis now two years ſince I ſaw 
her, and I have not heard the leaſt News of 


her ſince; only my Niece ſent me word, a 


few days after I had left her, that Olympia 
was gone away, but that nobody knew whi- 


r 


THESE are very odd Circumſtances, 


(Jaid Urania) and we muſt be contented with 
remaining in Ignorance; for I know Felicia's 
Diſcretion ſo well, that I'm ſure we ſhall not 


be able to get more out of her. I aſſure you, 
(anfwer'd fbe) that were it my own Secret, 
I would long ago have truſted you with it, 


never deſiring to hide any thing from my true 


Friends. But this is not a common Affair, 


but may be of very ill Couſequence, and pre- 
judice a young Lady who is very dear to me. 
She was ſo apprehenſive of being diſcover'd, 


that ſhe never told me the Names of her Fa- 


mily, 


(aid Beliſa 


(125) 


mily, nor of thoſe concern'd in her Hiſtory ; 


but the Matter of Fact is ſomething ſo very 


particular, that were one but never ſo little 


deſirous of diving into the bottom of it, it 


might be eaſily diſcover'd ; which engages me 
to make uſe of the greater Circum porno 
But (aid Fear ln of can't comprehend, if 


jt be true, that Arimont is in love, what rea- 


ſon he has to be melancholy ; if he is belov'd, 
he myſt be happy; if he is hated, his Grief 
would de amiable. _ | : 

IO judge of others by yourſelf (aid 
Felicia) and ; becauſe your Humour makes 


vou bear every thing with Indifference, you 
think the whole World can do the ſame. 


for me (/aidFlorinda) I can eaſily conceive, 
that an unfortunate Paſſion may make one's 
Life burdenſome ; every thing that attacks 
the Heart is difficult to be cured, and the 


Efforts that are made to render Reaſon victo- 


rious, ſerve often but to ftrengthen the Diſ-- - 


_ temper : and this, I believe, is the Condition 


Whatever it be, 
* tis a Diſadvantage to his 
Friends as well as to himſelf, that his Me- 
lancholy does not allow him to make himſelf 
known. So it is (added Julia) for he has a 
great deal of Merit, his Mind is beautifully 


of the dt . Arimont. 


adorn'd, his Sentiments are generons, and his 


Perſon amiable; this is 3 to make him be 
am ( receiv'd by every body. But, Ma- 
ai 


dam (aid Orophanes, addreſſiug himſelf to 
Beliſa) you have known Arimont a conſidera- 
ble time, was he always thus melancholy 2 _ 


As I had no Correſpondence (aid. ſhe) with 
Armira his Mother but on Orſames's account, 


and 
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and that Arimont was the Object of our Law- 


Suit, I never knew him perfectly but on 


Armira's Death, and have always ſeen him 


thus afflicted. I might have thought it had 


been occaſion'd by his Concern for the loſing 
ſo conſiderable an Eftate, if he had not be- 


hav'd himſelf ſo very handſomely in that 

Affair, and with ſuch a diſintereſted Great- 
neſs of Soul, that left no room to harbour 
any Thought diſadvantageous to his Gene- 


rolity.; and ſince the return of Orſames, he 


has had ſo tender a Friendſhip, and ſo great 
a deference for him, tho' he is three years 


elder than himſelf, that I can no longer doubt 
of the Nobleneſs of his Sentiments. So (ſaid 
Camilla laughing) I find we muſt accuſe Love 
alone for it, and I foreſee that Arimont's Si- 


lence and. Felicia's Diſcretion will have the 


fame Period. 


5 WHILST this Converſation led the 
Company inſenſibly towards the Houſe, Or- 
ſames and Thelamont, who walk'd ſlowly be- 


hind them, had one equally affecting; for 
Or James, whoſe Heart ſympathiz'd with his, 
after ſome other Diſcourſe, told him, the Joy 
it was to him to have ſeen and known Urania, 


that he could not enough admire her; and I 


think you happy (continu*d he) dear Thela- 
mont, in being tated to ſpend your days with 


a Perſon of her Merit. Alas! (anſwer'd he) 


that moment is ſtill a great way off, and I 
meet with ſo many Obſtacles to my Happi- 
neſs, that I very much fear I never ſhall ob- 


tain it. But who is it ( ſaid Orſames) that 


can hinder ſo agreeable a Union? I don't ſee 
that you have either of you Fathers or Mo- 


thers 


CC 


7) 
thers to oppoſe it ; you ſeem to me both of 
you at your own diſh 


your Felicity. Pardon me (added he) for 
taking this liberty ; the Efteem and Friendſhip 
I have for you occaſion'd it: but, if my Cu- 


rioſity gives you any pain, I will impoſe an 
eternal Silence upon it. You do me a fa- 


vour, dear Orſames (reply'd Thelamont) for 
beſides its being a Relief to communicate our 


Grief, I have ſo great an inclination for you, 


that it is impoſſible for me to hide any thing 


from you. Know therefore, that T have to 


combat one more terrible than a whole Fami- 
ly put together. 


URANIA having betimes loſt the Authors 
of her Birth, found herſelf leſt in the power 
of a Guardian, who, not content with en- 


joying her Eſtate, will alſo have her Perſon; 
and as her Father in his Will has order'd that 
ſhe ſhall not marry but with her Guardian's 


Approbation, and that he is fallen deſperately 


in love with her, ſhe is far from being her 


_ own Miſtreſs, He would have forc'd her to 


have marry'd himſelf; but Urania having an 
incredible averſion for him, did her utmoſt to 
get out of his power. I became acquainted 


with her in the height of her Diſpute with 


him. To ſee, and love her, was with me 


the ſame thing; but not daring to declare 


myſelf, I endeavour'd to comtort her, and 
ſerve her in her Law-Suit with him, to the 
utmoſt of mine, or my Friend's power. My 


Cares and Silence ſucceeded ; having obtain'd 
that ſhe ſhould be taken from her Cuar- _ 


dian's Cuſtody, and that he ſhould reftore her 
. . part 


poſal, and I cannot ap- 
prehend what it is that obliges you to defer 
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part of her Eſtate, on condition that ſhe ſhould 
not marry during his Life ; he always think- 


ing that ſhe would change her Mind, and 


that Intereft would oblige her to marry him. 
IN the mean time, Urania being ſenſible 
of the Zeal with which I had ſerv'd her, tho? 


her Guardian, whom I ſaw every day, knew 
nothing of it; expreſs'd her Gratitude to me, 
which gave me an opportunity of declaring 


my Paſſion. She did me the honour to own 


ſhe had perceiv'd it before; but that, not be- 


ing at her own diſpoſal, ſhe begg'd me to 


conceal it: ſince which time, I have conſtant- 


ly viſited her, and, in proportion to the new 
Graces I have every day diſcover'd in her, 
my Love has increas'd. Geront (for that's 


her Guardian's Name) has ſome regard for 


me, becauſe he knows nothing of my Paſſion, 
not being well enough lov'd in the World to 
be inform'd of it either by thoſe who know 
it, or by thoſe who but ſuſpect it. 
URANIA had no ſooner thus obtain'd her 


Liberty, but her Merit, Virtue, and Wit, 


gain'd her a great number of Friends; out 
of whom ſhe has ſelected a few to be inceſ- 


ſantly with her, that her Actions being con- 


ſpicuous, ſhe might be ſafe from all Reflec- 
_ | 


I flatter myſelf that ſhe eſteems me, but 1 


can't be happy, becauſe I don't poſſeſs her, 


nor can't lee her without a thouſand Wit- 


nefles ; who, tho' they are Friends, deprive 

me of a Liberty that I would purchaſe at the 

hazard of my Life. nt OY 

THUS, my dear Friend, J have in a few 

words told you the State of our Affairs; uu 
| mu 


=) 2 
muſt judge, that my Happineſs is not ſo near 
at hand, ſince it depends on the Death of 
Geront, I own (ſaid Orſames) that you 
are to be pity'd ; but I can't help thinking 


that Urania might ſhake off her Yoke, and by 


Law reduce Geront to Reaſon. It's im: 


er (Jaid Thelamont) to make her givs 


er conſent to it; ſhe dreads giving the World 
an opportunity to talk of her: ſhe even thinks 
it's ſhameful to own that ſhe refuſes Geront, 


on purpoſe to marry me: ſhe had much ra- 
ther ſuffer, than thus declare her Sentiments ; 


and her Severity is ſo great, that ſhe baniſhes 


from her 'Thoughts, as a Crime, the very 


hopes of that Man's Death. This is a very 


valuable Character, (anſwer'd Orſames) and 


tho' it gives you reaſon to complain, it muſt 
increaſe your Paſſion. As he ſaid theſe 
words, they found themſelves ſo near the reft 
of the Company, that they were obliged to 
lay aſide their private Diſcourſe, and render 
the Converſation general. I believe, (aid 
Orophanes) the Sl of Beliſa will deprive 
me of every thing I love: Thelamont is en- 
tirely taken up with Orſames, and beautiful 
Felicia is by chance become the Confidant of 
Arimont's Afflictions; what muſt become of 
poor me ? This Reproach, (reply'd Felicia) 


is pretty obliging to Thelamont, but very of- 


fenſive to me. *Tis not ſo diſadvantageous 
as you think it is, (ſaid Camilla) Orophanes ap- 
prehends leſt Arimont's Melancholy ſhould find 
relief in your Converſation ; and, to ſay the 
truth, I know nobody ſo capable of making 
one forget the greateſt Misfortunes. As The- 

| _ | lamont 
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1 
lamont and Orſames were not preſent when 
Olympia was talk'd of, they 55 0 to know 
the Explication of this little Diſpute; Beliſa 

atify d them, at the ſame time jeſting on 


what Orophanes had ſaid. I think, (continu d 


ſhe) that nobody has reaſon to complain of 
what Orophanes has ſaid but myſelf ; for, 


eſteeming him as J do, I ſhould be very ſorry 


to find, that the ſight of me had done him 
any prejudice. That's impoſſible ( ſaid 
Thelamont, in the fame ſtrain) we have all 
gaind by it; the acquiring ſuch a Friend as 
Orſames, is a Preſent for which we cannot too 
much thank you: but yet, tho* he is become 
very dear to me, that makes no alteration in 
my heart towards my old Friends; and if 


Felicia does not give more Conſolation to Ari- 


mont than I ſhall ſhow Inconſtancy to Oro- 
phanes, he'll have no reaſon to complain as he 
does. It muſt be allow'd, (reply d he) that 
Friendſhip has great Prerogatives ; when I 
complain'd, I thought I had reaſon for ſo do- 


ing: but the moment Thelamont opens his 


mouth, I find Tm in the wrong. — By this 
time they were arrived in the Hall, where 
_ thing being ready, they ſat down to 
table. | 8 
AFTER Supper, the Company finding 
the Night to be a very fine one, return'd to 
walking; and 4s it was compoſed of Perſons 


of the greateſt Wit, the Converſation ſoon fell 


on Subjects. worthy of themſelves: and firft 
on the Liberty that Camilla and Florinda en- 
joy d. Beliſa congratulated them on having 


it in their power to give their times up to 


their 


aving 
ap 0 
their 


at length by the High Prieſts, under whom 
| C | 
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their Friends, without any body's E 


to gain- ſay them. "Tis true, ( ſaid Felicia 

that Liberty is the greateſt Bleſſing in Life 
but our natural Inconftancy does not let us 
long enyoy it, we never knowing the value of 


it till we have loſt it: and, notwithſtanding 


the preſent Tranquillity of Camilla's and Fo- 
rinda's Life, they cannot be aſſured of its be- 
ing laſting. The Reflection of Felicia ( ſaid 
Orophanes) is juſt and ſolid ; in whatever 


State we're born, or whatever Condition we 


are in, we are ſtill prone to a deſire of change. 
There are daily Inſtances of People, who, 
through Chance, had it in their powers to 
make themſelves happy; but the unſatisfy d 


Reſtleſſneſs of their Minds makes them quit 


the Road that is agreeable to their Genius. 
Hiſtory, ſacred and profane, is fill'd with the 
Misfortunes that Inconſtancy has brought 
Mankind into. The Hebrews are an authen- 
tick Example, ſince every body knows, that 
they, being diſſatisfy d with the Children of 
Saul, demanded a King to govern them. 
God, on their importunity, determin'd to 
ſatisfy them; but he gave them warning by 
the Mouth of the Prophet, that the King that 
was to rule over them, ſhould be Maſter of 


their Lives and Fortunes; that, from being 


free, they ſhould become Slaves ; and that he 
ſhould tyrannize over, and deſtroy them. 
They, notwithſtanding this, ſtill perſiſting in 
their Requeſt, God puniſh'd them, by grant- 
ing it. Theſe very Hebrews were govern'd by 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Captains, Judges, and 


the 


* 


by chance, nor through an invincible Neceſſi- 
ty, or inevitable Deſtiny ; if it were ſo, there 


ZZ ON. 
the Nation was deftroyed and diſperſed. Was 


there ever the like Inſtance of Inconſtancy ? 


And how can one be ſurpriz'd at it in others, 


fince we find it in a choſen People, who were 
the Lord's Inheritance, and to whom ſo ma- 
ny Bleſſings were promis'd, if they would but 
walk in his Ways? 3 
AND the Romans, (ſaid Orſames) that 


powerful Republick, that has produced ſo 


many great Men of all kinds, and particu- 
larly in the Art of Government, has it not 
alter'd its Form a thouſand and a thou- 


land times? Have they not had Kings, Con- 


ſuls, and Dictators, ſometimes a Senate, 
ſometimes Cenſors and Tribunes; at laſt, not 
knowing where to pitch, have they not fallen 
into the hands of ſeveral Tyrants, whole ill 
Conduct has occaſion'd the Deſtruction of 
the greateſt Empire that ever was? But 


(ſaid Camilla) Why do you think that it is 
the Inconſtanc Mankind that has occa- 


fion'd all theſe Diſorders > Could all their 
Prudence have hinder'd the Fall of ſo many 
Empires, fince it was decreed it ſhould be 
Jo? . Ah! beautiful Camilla, (cry'd Thela- 
mont) don't have ſuch a notion as that; it 
will be condemn'd by the whole World, and 


1 in a Perſon of your Senſe and 


irtue. Things never happen caſually, or 


would be no room for Policy : and if all th 
Changes, Motions, and different Succeſs of 
things, could be attributed to Fortune or 


Chance, there could be no reaſon why one 


thing 


— 


thing ſhould happen before another. Twould 


be a folly in Mankind to endeavour by Coun- 


ſels or Prudence to accompliſh their Deſigns, 


or to avoid what they think will be prejudi- 
cial ; ſince all their Cares and Watchings will 
not prevent what they apprehend, nor bleſs 
them with what they wiſh, unleſs it be de- 


creed to be ſo; and if ſo, it will happen if 


they ſtand ſtill. People that are of this opi- 
nion, don't allow of there being a God; an 
Error that their own Eyes may convince 
them of daily : for tho* God be inviſible, he 
manifeſts himſelf to Man by his Creatures: 


And, to quote the Royal Prophet; The Hea- 


vens declare the Glory of God : The Earth, the 


Sea, and all that therein is, ſheweth his Handy- 


work, This has been the Sentiment of even 


| Pagans, whoſe Souls have been enlighten'd ; 


as Cicero, Tacitus, Juvenal, and in particular 
Claudian the Poet; who, meditating on the 
Works of the Almighty, and reflecting on 
thoſe who impute every thing to hazard, 
confeſſes ingenuouſly, that, conſidering the 
beautiful Diſpoſition, and the Agreement that 


is ſeen in the whole Univerſe, even among 
things that to our Eyes ſeem diametrically 


oppos'd, the unanimous Obedience, the Re- 


volution and Conſtruction of that great 


Work ; he cry'd out, that there muſt be a 
God, who had thus eſtabliſh'd. every thing, 
diſpos'd the Stars, given Light to the Sun, 


placed Bounds to the Heavens, and planted 
the Earth in the midſt of the Univerſe; and, 
ſince God was the Author, twas he that 


took care of his Works; and that not to 
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acknowledge it, was to be wanting in Thank- 


fulneſs to the Almighty, who alone is what 


he is thro* himſelf, and whoſe Operations 


alone _ on his own Will, whereas no- 
thing elſe can ſubſiſt or operate without him; 


I mean immediately, becauſe notwithſtand= 
ing the Superintendency which he has re- 


ſerv'd to himſelf in every thing, and his 
Co-operation always E. he has given 
to inferiour Cauſes a ſubaltern Power of 
acting, and producing the Effects that are 


natural and proper Conſequences of thoſe 


Actions. After having cited Pagan Authors 
of my Opinion, give me leave to ſtrengthen 
it by St. Baſil, who maintains, that nothing 


can be ſaid to happen by chance, or without 


a cauſe, but that every thing is in God's pro- 


tection: therefore, charming Camilla, be ſa- 


tisfied, that the Downfall of ſo many Em- 
_ and the Deſtruction of ſuch mighty 


ations, would perhaps never have happen'd, 
had it not been for the Ambition, Inconſtan- 


cy, and Ill-Condu&t of Mankind — 

I éaſſure you (reply'd ſhe modeſtly) that IT 
am not ſorry for having been in an Error, 
fince I am in ſo ingenious a manner convinc'd 


of it. Tis true (aid Beliſa) Thelamont's 


Wit is univerſal, but in ſome meaſure to 
excuſe Camilla s late Opinion, there are a 

eat many People who admit of a Neceſſity, 
which neither Learning nor Wiſdom can 


coppoſe, or prevent that from happening 
which is decreed to happen; or that from not 


happening, which is tated not to happen. 
Tho' this is a Subject that ſeems to be far 
5 . above 


3 


4 ww A 3 


_ 1 nn 3 
above our Comprehenſions, yet Thelamont ex- 
plains himſelf ſo well, and makes uſe of Ex- 


preſſions fo natural, and ſo well adapted to 
our Underſtandings, that I beg him once 


more to tell us his Sentiments on this opi- 
nion. I proteſt, Madam Mr rh Thela- 
mont) I have no Ambition of appearing 


wiſe; in what I ſay, I only 2 my own, 
and, I believe, every reaſo 


nable Man's 
Thoughts; and tho I am in the Company of 


Ladies, yet as they have all of them bright 
VUnderſtandings, and are of an exact Vir- 


tue, J explain myſelf in the ſame manner as 
if I were before Men of the greateſt Learn- 


mg and Erudition. 


O anſwer therefore your Queſtion; I 


think the Opinion of an abſolute Neceſſity is 


the greateſt of Errors, ſince it deſtroys the 
Free-will that is given to Man, by which he 
chuſes various Methods of arriving at dif- 


' ferent Ends, and without which he could 


not be capable of ping or demeriting; 
for when things are done by a Neceſſity or 


Conſtraint, a Man has not the liberty of 


chuſing or acting, neither ought he to be 


| ami or rewarded, prais'd, or blamed. 


eople, in this Error, maintain too, that 
there is a Fatality, which has ſuch an ex- 
tent of Power, that, if you will believe 
them, nothing happens but what has been 
before decreed to happen infallibly, at ſuch 


a time, and in ſuch a manner, and that it is 


impoſſible to prevent it, or ſo much as to de- 
fer or haften it; and, in particular, that the 


flouriſhing or decaying of Empires is not at 


-- : 
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all owing to good or evil Government, but 


entirely to their Fate: thus did the Pagans 
think that Deſtiny overcomes all human 
Wiſdom, which is manifeſtly contrary to 
Man's free Will. If by this Deſtiny they 
mean the Will of God, on which all things 
depend, I admit of it in that ſenſe, ſince no- 


thing can happen without his Permiſſion and 


Knowledge. Every thing certainly happens 
as God has decreed it ſhould, that is to ſay, 
foreſeen ; and in whatever manner he has 
foreſeen, ſo it will inevitably be, becauſe his 


Foreknowledge is infallible; but Men are 


ſtill free in their Actions, becauſe this Fore- 
ſight is not the Cauſe of Things, no more 


than our Memory is of what is paſt, or Senſe 
is of what is preſent. How many things 


have the Prophets foretold by Dreams, Re- 


velations, and the Celeſtial Luminaries; yet 


we don't think theſe Predictions or Prophe- 
cies have been the Cauſes of what happen d, 
but only as Warnings for Mankind, to avoid 


the Evils that were preparing for them. As 


for Deſtiny, or the Will of God, I neither 
can nor will deny but that the Fate of Em- 

ires and Crowns . F on it, ſince all 
Power comes from God, who gives and takes 
away at his pleaſure, as abſolute Maſter of 
all, Wirt 


Eſau? His Will is Deſtiny, we may as well 


ask why the Sun ſhines on the Unjuſt as well 


_ as Juſt, | 
I fhall ſay no more (continu?d Thelamont) 
on a Subject ſo extenſive, that it may eaſily 

ES b 8 lead 


out any body's having right to com 
plain. Why did he love Jacob more than 


Cating 


ER). 
lead us to Reflections far above our groy'ling 
Underftandings. I am charm'd with your 

Diſcourſe (ſaid Beliſa) and I return you a 

thouſand Thanks for your Complaiſance, 
which has given us an Opportunity of ad- 
miring your Wit and Learning. I wiſh to 
God ( ſaid Orſames) I could ſpend my 
whole Life with Thelamont, twould ſlide a- 

way without Sorrow or Heavineſs. *Tis- 
true (/aid Urania) we may always profit by 
his Converſation. *Tis for that reaſon, 

( /aid Orophanes) I quit him as little as poſ- 


- hble- = 


l beg a Truce to your Praiſes (interruptedy 
Thelamont) I no ways deſerve them; if I 
have had the Happineſs not to have been 
tireſome to you, tis owing to Truth, which 
is always pleaſing out of what mouth ſoever 
it comes. We will conform ourſelves to 
your Modeſty, ſince you will have it ſo (ſaid 


Felicia) and ſince Beliſa is reſolv'd to leave us 


to-morrow, let us no longer keep her up. 
On which they return'd to the Houſe med LY; 
having waited on Beliſa and Julia to their 
Apartment, they repair'd each to their own, 
with a Reſolution of waiting on them, and 
taking their leaves in the morning. 

O RSA MES found: Arimont in his Cham 
ber in a profound Muſing, out of which he 
ſcarce: wak'd him by his Embraces: How 
can you (ſaid he) always ſeparate yourſelf: 
from thoſe who eſteem you, and interrupt 
my Happineſs by your exceſſive Grief? Why 
won't you rather ſeek Relief, by communi- 
cating them to your Friend, who is entirely 

N : -  attach'd 
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attach'd to your Intereſts ? you would ſee me 
leſſen your Grief, by ſharing the Burden 


with a Zeal that woul 


Senſe I have of 2 
I ſwear to you (reply 


convince you of the. 


thing that touches you. 
d Arimont, a bis 
hand) that if my Secret were of a Nature: | 


that would admit of being revealed, you 


ſhould have already been appriz'd of it; but 
ſuch is my Misfortune, that I muſt ſuffer 
without daring to diſcover the Cauſe of my 
Griefs ; you could not hear them without 


your Eſteem, and 


Horror, you would perhaps deprive me of 


ſhould then die with 


Shame and Deſpair. But left you ſhould 
think me guilty of ſomewhat worſe than I 
really am, I muſt own, that Love occaſions 


all my Sorrow, but it is a Love ſo extraordi- 


nary, the Circumſtances of which make me 


ſo criminal, that it is enough I am odious 
to myſelf, without becoming ſo to Perſons 
whoſe Eſteem is dear to me. 3 
_ HIS Diſcourſe was ſo moving, that it 
pierc'd Orſames with Grief and Afoniſh-" 
ment; but not being willing to renew Ari- 
mont s Afflictions, he preſs'd him no farther. 


to explain himſelf, only aſſuring him, that 
*twas not in the power of any thing to leſſen 


the Friendſhip he had for him. After which 
they went to bed, all of them ſpending the 
Night according to the ſatisfaction or diſs 


quiet of their Mind. 


a 


The End of the Secom Day. 
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